Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



5. •'^ ' 

,1 ' 










S I£ IB so (D S9 13, 



BT 



BENJAMIN MOORE, D. D. 

t>W WihiBrfttBPtgtwCMtTiilieoflCtoBwhintteaiWBafltewwToilt. 



IN TWO VOLUMES. 



♦ » 



VOL. U. 



KEW'TOnKt 

JOINTED AND SOLD BY T« AND J. 8W011D8| 

No. 99 Peari-streeU 



« r • « 

1824. 



I ■ 



t- p •_.- N' c~; 



". • P ' 






. k 01' 




^ £^ 



CONTENTS OF VOLUME U. 



SERMON I. 

tHE DUTY OF ADHERING TO CHRISTIANITY. 

Jeremiah ii. 13. 

My people have committed two evils ; they have forsaken 
me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out 
cisterns, broken cbtems, that can hold no water - - 9 

SERMON IL 

THE UNCERTAIN STATE OF MAN. 

PiAUf ciii. 16. 

As soon as the wind goeth over it, it is gone ; and the place 
thereof shall know it no more - ^ . ^ . S§ 

SERMON in. 

BE NOT OVERCOME OF EVlL. 
RoMAifS xiu 2 1 . 
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good • 30. 

SERMON IV. 

THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH. 

Romans vi. 23. 

The wages of sin is death : but the gift of God is eternal 
life, through Jesus Chriiit our Lord - - - - 41 
Vol. II. h 



r 



IV CUM£NT:j". 

SERMON V. 

ON HUMBLENESS OF SPIRIT. 

I Peter v. 6. 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty iiaiul ol 
Gt>d, thai he may exalt you in due time - -r . ^: 

SERMON VI. 
THE EXCELLENCE OF FAITH. 

1 John v. 4, 5. 

This ib the victory that ovcrcometh the world, even our 
faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that 
bclicveth that Jesus is the Son of God - - - - 6w 

SERMON VH. 

THE PERSUASIVE GALLS OF GOD TO MAN. 

Revelation iii. 20. 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock : if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with ^im, and he with iwf - - - - - 7 

SERMON VII r. 

THE NATURE, NECESSITY, AND ADVANTAGES 

OF TRUST IN GOD. 

Psalm xxxvii. 5. 
Commit thy Way unto the Lord, and put thy trust in him - 86 

SERMON IX. 

THE WORLD IS APT TO ESTEEM WHAT GOD 

ABOMINATES. 

Luke xvi 15. 

That which is highly esteemed among men is abomination 
in the sight of God • 9/ 



o 



t ' 



Lie -* 



CONTENTS. y 

SERMON X. 

THE DELIVERANCE AFFORDED TO MAN 
THROUGH A REDEEMER. 

EzEKiEL xxxiv. 16. 

I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which 
was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, 
and will strengthen that which was sick : but I will de* 
stroy the fat and the strong ; I will feed them with judg- 
ment 107 

SERMON XI. 

ON THE RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN CHRISTIANS 

AND LITTLE CHILDREN. 

Matthew xix. 14. 

Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to 
come unto me ; for of such i9 the kingdom of heaven - 119 

SERMON XIL 

ON THE MYSTERIOUSNESS OF THE WAYS 

OF PROVIDENCE. 

Ps4LM Ixxvii. 19. 

Thy way is in the sea» and thy paths in the great waters, and 
thy footsteps are not known /- - - - -HI 

SERMON X1H. 

ON THE RESURRECTION OF LAZARUS. 

John xi. 35, 36. 

Jesus wept* TThen said the Jews, Behold how he loved 
him 142 

SERMON XIV. 

ON THE TEMPER NECESSARY FOR THE RECEP- 

TION OF THE GOSPEL. 

John vii. 47, 48, 49. 

Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived ? 
Haye any of the rulers, or of the Pharisees, ]>clieved on 



¥1 OONTEN'TS. 

himf But this peoplci who knoweth not the law, are 
cursed - - - - - ■» * - -155 

SERMON XV. 

ON THE SALVATION OFFERED IN THE GOSPEL. 

Pmilippians ii. 12, 13. 

Work out your own salvation with fear and trennbling : for 
it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of 
his good pleasure 167 

SERiMON XVL 

ON THE EXISTENCE AND GOVERNMENT OF 

GOD. 

Romans xi. 36. 

For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: 
to whom be glory for ever. Amen - - - - 177 

SERMON XVIL 

THE NECESSITY OF ADDING PIETY TO MO- 
RALITY. 

Malachi iii. 8. 
Will a man rob God ? yet ye have robbed me. But ye say. 
Wherein have we robbed thee ? In tidies and offerings 189 

SERMON XVin. 

ON CHRISTIAN SELF-DENIAL. 

Luke ix. 23. 
And he said to them all. If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up Iiis cross daily, and follow 
me 201 

SERMON XIX. 

ON SOBRIETY AND WATCHFULNESS. 

1 Peter iv. 7. 
But the end of all things is at hand : be ye therefore sober, 
and watch unto prayer 211 



* 



CONTENTS. ytll 

SERMON XX. 
ON THE DUTY AND ADVANTAGES OF PRAYER. 

Psalm cxli. 2. 

Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense ; and 
let the lifting up of my bands be an evening sacrifice - 391 

SERMON XXI. 
ON SCOFFING AT RELIGION. 

2 Petkr iii. 3. 

"There shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after 
their own lusts .---*--- 233 

SERMON XXII. 

ON IDOLATRY. 

HosEA xiv. 8. 

£phraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols ? 
I have heard him and observed him : I am like a green 
fir-tree: from me is thy fruit found - - - - 244 

SERMON XXIIL 

ON THE RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN JEHOSHUA 

AND JESUS. 

Numbers xiii. 16. 

These are the names of the men which Moses sent to spy 
out the land. And Moses called Oshea the son of Nun, 
Jehoshua -•-.,... 354 

SERMON XXIV. 
ON THE CONDUCT OF NICODEMUS. 

John iii. 1, 2. 

There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews : the same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him. Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God : for no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest} except God be with him ... - 267 



i 

- \ 



X CONTBNTS. 

SERMON XXXill. 

PARABLE OF THE NOBLEMAN AND HIS TEN 

SERVANTS. 

LvKSxis. 15. 

And it came to pass, that, when he was returned, haTing^ re- 
ceived the kingdom, then he commanded these servants 
to be called unto himi to whom he had given the money, 
that he might know how much every man had gained by 
trading 37! 

SERMON XXXIV. 
AN ORDINATION SERMON. 

Malachi ii. 7. 

For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they 
should seek the law at hb mouth ; for he is the messen- 
^r oftheLordof hoata • S82 

SERMON XXXV. 
THE REPENTANT SINNER. 

LVBB ST. 8, 9, 10. 

Ekher what woman, famog ten pieces of silver, if she loae 
one piece, doth not light » candle, and aweep the house, 
and seek diligently till ahe find it ^ And when she hath 
found it, she calleth her IrieDds and her neighbours to- 
gether, saying. Rejoice with me ; for I have found the 
piece which I had lost. likewise, I say unto you, There 
is joy in the presence of the angela of God over one 
Mnner that repenteth 39S 



/ 



SERMON I. 



T%e Duty of adhering to Christianity. 



JEREMIAH iL 15. 

liy people have committed two evils ; they have forsaken me, the 
iboDtain of living waters^ and hewed them out cisternsj broken 
cistetns, that can hold no water. 

J; ROM the testimony of the universal history of man« 
kind, the truth of Solomon's observation will be evident 
to every intelligent observer ; ^' This have I found, tfiat 
'^ God hath made man upright ; but they have sought 
<< out many inventions." Soon was the knowledge 
of the true God obliterated among the corrupted 
descendants of Adam. As the human race increased 
and extended itsdf over the face of the earth, the light 
of primitive revelation became more and mcx-e obscure i 
tiU, at length, darkness covered the earth, and gross 
darkness the people. The impious absurdities of 
idohtry imiversally prev^ed. Men became vain in 
their imi^inations, and their foolish heart was darkened : 
fbej changed the glory of the incorruptible God, into 
an imqge made like to corruptible man, and to birds, 
and four-footed beasts, and creeping things. In this 
Vol. II. 2 




10 The Duty of adhering Sermon 1. 

state of universal degeneracy, Abcaham was calkd 
firom among his kindred, and his posterity was sepa* 
rated from the odier nadons of the earth ; so diak at 
least, in this one nation, the knowledge of God m^^ht 
be retained, and the worstup offered which was due to 
his holy name. This people was favoured with many 
wonderful manifiatations of the Divine greatness wA 
glory : tbey were fenced in on every ade l^ a miifi* 
plicity of laws and oftUnances. But, it is painfol- to 
observe in every period di thdr histiHy before liii 
Babylomsh captivi^, how much indined they were to 
break down every barrier, and start aside into die 
idolatries of thdr heathen neighbours. Tlus firtal plOH* 
p6n^ subjected diem to much sevens mpaxtbltk 
Ood^s messei^ers, die prophets ; a strikif^ idaBHiee 
of wUdi is affixded in some of the verses immeffiat^ 
prececfii^ die text. To render thdr ingratitude w^ 
felfydie more coRq[»euoos, the prc^ihet recounts dte 
fermer ma nif e s tatioDs of God^s power and g o od nA; 
*« Thus saidi die L<vd, What imqmty have yowfiiAtta 
feund in me, that diey are gone fiff from ne^ -iaS 
have walked after vani^, and are become i^t 
Neidicr said dicy. Where is die Lord diat brcN^ 11 
up out of the land of Egypt, that led us thnd^nilie 
** wildcniess, through a land <^ deserts and of pilli 
^ dmn^ a land of drought, and of die shadow tlf 
*^ deadi, tfaroi:^ a hud dat no man passed lfaroa|(h^ 
^ albd where no man dwdt? And I h r on qg Hn yth 
« into a pkntdfol country. Id cat the fruit diereoi^ uril 
^ die goodness thereof; but when ye entered, jpeddBA 
^mjland, and made nune herib^ an abonudafilft. 
Tbepriesissndnol,Wherei5theLQid? fkstAfbej 
dm handle the law knew nie not: tlieptsins 
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^tmngNwed 9S^mA me; ^ the prophets prophe- 
*^ ws$k bf BanU md walked after things that da not 
^ ymM^ - OmU viust have been the ingratitude and 
stupidity of Uiat people^ who eould fiarget the kindqesa 
of mtii a fapuntifut bQme&ctor, and disregard dip power 
Sf th^ Abni^^ Proteotor. Men are con;iinonly est:- 
tanifly tcoa^oMf of the rites of thev r^igion ; but the 
jiMme^s «f the i^wa was equal to their other vices;: 
4m: the propliet proceeds iq a sMn of still Qior« 
^ggra¥#«d fepcoof ; <^ Hath a nation changed thdir 
* 8^Ah wMch are yet no gods ? but my peq>le hs^vfi 
^ f(haj(^;ed tbar glory for tfiat whioh dolh not profit. 
^fiQi^to^i^ied, O ye heavens, ^t this; and be honiii^y 
^afinddt bey c^veiy desolate, saitfa the Lord, For my 
^pe^le h^ve committed two evils; they have for* 
^ «dien me, the foimtain of living waters, and hewed 
^ then out oistemsi brc4E:en cisterns, that pan hold no 
'^ wafter.?^ 

U k aqaPG^y necessary to rem^k, that m the figu- 
Mfaf^ hogus^ of avaned Sciipture, the grace and gqod- 
HCM of Qod to his people are frequently represented 
mder the image of fountains of living water. To the 
inhatntants of a sultiy dime, such allusions must have 
been made with peculiar efficacy. Could people in 

£ch circumstances ever be induced to quit the copious 
imtam oi pure and refreshing water, aivi depend upon 
Ibc broken cistern that would inevitably &il in the 
mooient of their greatest necessity ? Such is the rasb- 
Qfisa, ao great is the absurdity of those, who rdinquish 
their dependance on God, the only never-&iling source 
of bliss to ntdligent and immortal creatures, aiid seek 
fiir happiness among the perishing gratifications of this 
eardi« 
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We are not, indeed, in aiiy danger of &lUng into Ae 
gross absurditii^ of heatfienism. But we may, never- 
didess, defile die land, make our heritage an abradna- 
ticm, and walk ^fter tilings that do not prc^t. We 
may set up our idds in our heart. We may live with- 
out God in the world. We may, in various wqrs, 
commit the two evils reprc^xrtied by the {U-c^het; we . 
may first forsake the greatest and Ijest of all Bdi^ 
the fountain of living waters; and then, attempt to 
allay our never-ceasing thirst after happiness fiiom the 
vanities of this worid. And, is it not a mdancholy 
truth, that the desire of bamsMng the fear of God, and 
a sense of religion fi^om all human cancems, is a senti- 
ment too prevalent among the visionary reformers of 
the present day ? Permit me, then, to introduce iSbR 
observations which I shall now proceed to lay before 
you, with die words of an in^ired ^x)stle : ^< Beloved, 
'< when 1 gave all diligence to write unto you of the 
^* common salvation ; it was needful for me to exhort 
^' you, tiiat ye should eamesdy contend for the faitim 
^' which was once delivered unto die saints. I wiH, 
^' therefore, put you in remembrance, though ye onc^ 
^ knew this, how that the Lord, having saved die peo^ 
*< pie out of the land of £gypt, afterward destroyed 
" diem that believed not.*' 

We have been saved widi a great salvation from 
more than Egyptian servitude. The great Captain of 
tins salvation hadi vanquished the t3rrannical power of 
die enemy : he hath risen triumphant over sin, and 
death, and hell : he goes before us towards the hmd of 
everktsting rest : he sends forth his blessed Gospel, as 
a piUar of fire to enlighten our path, and conduct us on 
our way. Let us take heed, not to forsake him, lest 




*n 



. ...:a.- 



SenDQQ 1. to CAristianUy. 13 

Me foA m the wilderness. Let us remember, that 
dlliQi^;h he hath saved us by his meritorious life and 
nimogs, from the oondemnatkm of the law ; he will, 
Mspcrthdess, finally destroy those who bdieve not, and 
who are disobedient to his word* 

Let, dien, these inqxKtant consideradons be ever 
iBq[ire88ed onronr nunds* We forsake God, when we 
p e rce iv e not, nor acknowledge in all the stupendous 
wcAb cf lus creation, the power, and wisdom, and 
voodness^ of a present Ddty; when we suflfer the 
business or die {Measures of this world to usurp that 
place in our affisctions which ought to be t^eserved for 
Imnalixie; when we pay more respect to die creature, 
IS the source of our fdicity, than to the Almighty 
Creator. 

We forsake God, when we live not under an habi- 
soal sense c£ his superintending providence ; praising 
turn in die hour of our prosperi^, as the author and 
giver cf att good dungs; and, in seasons of affliction, 
BMkrii^ hb mysterious dispensations, who, like a ten- 
der parent, oorrecteth those whom he iovedi, diat he 
may thoroughly purify thdr conrupted namre, and 
{Miepore them for higher duress of honour, for more 
ec^iious communicatioas of bibs from the fountain of 
living waters. 

We fcnrsake God, when we refuse to submit to his 
institutions, as contained in the word of everlasting 
trudi, the blessed Grospel.of the Redeemer: when we 
reject the terms of salvation which are there proposed ; 
denying the Lord who bought us; despising the atone- 
ment which he offered for our sins, and trampling under 
foot the blood of the everiasting covenant ; disputing 
Ae proprie^ of the declaration, ^^ There is no other 
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^< name under heaven g^iven among men, whcrdbjis we 
<< must be saved ;" and, consequaitly^ ]i^leGting» tbcr 
sacraments which he has instituted a& means of gfaee, 
and pledges of his never-ceasing love to bis Chuffeh^ 

We depart from the pure fountain of livif^ waters, 
when, insensible to the jcrjra of devotion, we sedc our 
only bliss from the sensual gratification» of a corrupted 
world ; forgetting to assemble ourselves together for 
die purposes of public wor^p ; not keeping the SW> 
bath, nor reverencing the sanctuary ; turning tibe grace 
of God into lascivbusness, by wasting in riot woiL 
debauchery those precbus moments whidi ought Id 
be devoted to rel^oua exercises, preparatory to 4ki 
enjoyment of the undisturbed rest and pure blifis of 
heaven. 

In a w(Mrd ; we forsake God, when we acknowledge 
him not in all our ways, duringdus earthly pilgrimage* 
in every difficulty, locdang up to him, to guide us by 
his wisdom, and then receive us mto hb glory; 
endeavouring, like the patriarchs, '' to walk with bimf ' 
in the path of holiness; under the seducing approacbea 
of vicious pleasure, exclaiming with the Psalmia^ 
^^ God is my portion for ever; there is none upop 
'^ earth that I desire in comparison of thee ;" and 
striving with the apostles, even while we scgoum here 
below, to liave our conversation in heaven. 

Let it not be said, that we can never be reduced to 
the lamentable state of ingratitude and impiety which 
the prophet so severely condemns. Even in a Chris* 
tian land, cast your view over the busy scene of human 
affairs. How many of those who are so eageriy en- 
gaged in the pursuit of power, or the accumulatioo of 
riches, have fiH^ken God m thw dioughts and affec- 
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is3 MxmmmiysKbemdcipesiLym^ 
>Wt that ia thr iinanagemeiit of tbe'Coocem of this 
^ifacve is^noniKomkfto invoke die inteipesidoQ cf 
Deity} fiut, svreiy, :to evay diqpaasionate mind, 
ih seniimeiits w& appear as obsuid as theyare im- 
Qs. The wuvers&be^ieaks the power, and wisdom, 
i goodness, of itBgpeacCtealor: the hcsMtna declare 
glory, ibkI >die firraatneiit «how;eth Us hanify* work. 
w conaeaiamoQa to vemon isit, to coodude, that 
government Df Ood^is'extended over-all im works, 
1 'ftat vadonal creatnres must be acoomitable for 
tr-Mnductl These 'monientoiis JtraAs have the 
iresB sasfotion ^of a revehtioii from heaven. The 
spd'wtueh inculoatcs them, wa&at fir^ established 
m sufficient evidence ct its d^vkie origin. From 
conMaencemsiit <£dus heavenly system, its inststu- 
is have been respected in various parts of the earth ; 
Sabbaths have been obseirved ; its sacraments have 
m edefarated ; its doctFinee have been publicly 
ght ; «aid its piiesthood 'has been continued by un- 
^rrupled succession down to the present day. So 
t, with respect to diose to whom the ordinances of 
Christian religion are regularly administered, it may 
affirmed in Ae vrcnds of'Sdomon; *^ Wisdom 
lieth Mdthout ; she uttereth her vcHce in the streets: 
he crietfa in the chief place of cof»course, in the 
>penings of the g^tes : in die city she uttereth her 
vords, seyvig, ^How long, ye sim^e ones^ will ye 
ove simplicity ? And the scomers- delight in* their 
icomiiE^, and SmMs hate knowledge? Turn ye at 
ny reproof.^ Let usj my bretocn, impressed with 
lue smse cf the aldvanti^es whidi we enjoy, listen 
tfaeiMimodksons<i#tfaiBheaveolyfms(lom Animaled 
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by lively gratitude for the blessings which the 
bounty has poured down upon us, let us exdsdm un- 
der the stead&st purpose of holding &st our integrity to 
the end, ^^ What shall separate us from the love of 
<^ God ?" When troubles cotne to discourage us, or 
pleasures to seduce us from the right way ; let us look 
up to heaven, and with the eye of faith, behold our 
dear Redeemer enthroned in glory. Let us hear Imn 
asking with affectionate solicitude for our stead&st con* 
tinuance in well-dcung, "Will ye also go away?'^ 
Let the humble reply, prompted by heartfelt gratitude, 
ever be, " Lord, to whom shall we go ? Thou hast 
<^ the words of eternal life. We will not renounce 
" our dependance on Aim, in whom is everlasting 
<^ strength, and rdy upon things which cannot help, 
<^ nor profit We will not forsake the fountain of liv- 
" ing waters, and seek our only refreshment frcmi 
<^ broken cisterns, that can hold no water.'' 

And may not the vanity of all earthly gratifications 
be justly represented under this image, if you set aside 
the love and fear of God, and the blessed hope of im- 
mortal bliss and glory ? In the absurd mythology c£ 
the ancient heathen, some of the wicked in the infernal 
regions were said to be tormented with the unprofitable 
labour of pouring water for ever into a vessel that was 
perforated on every side, and of course could be never 
filled by their most psunful exertions. And do not 
sensual and wicked men, even in this world, voluntarily 
ccHidemn themselves to a punishment in some respects « 
^mikur? Are they not continually hewing out to 
themselves broken cisterns, that can hold no water ? 
Are they not for ever attempting to collect the chief 
sources of dieir enjoyment in places where, the very 
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onstitution of their nature, renders it impossible to 
old them ? Tlie immcxtal spirit of man can never be 
^nt^)Ietely satisfied with the transient gratifications of 
!ib earth; with the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
3Fe, and the pride of life. Observe the conduct pf 
liose who have no higher hopes nor wishes. They 
ne pouring in delight after delight without intermis* 
km ; and still the vessd is ever empty. One amuse* 
lent, one gratification, is succeeded by anotiier ^ and 
ill, the thirsty soul is never satisfied. And how can 

be otherwise ? Our beneficent Creator has animated 
lese frail bodies with never-dying souls — ^with spirits 
r a superior nature ; reaching forward to the com- 
rehension of all truth ; longing after immortality ; and 
lainly evincing, by thdr unwearied exertions, that 
c^thing but God and the pure bliss of heaven is com- 
ktely adapted to their spiritual nature, and commen- 
irate to their enlarged desires. 

Looking forward to the comfcttts which the Gospel 
'as to supply, the encoura^ng language of the evan- 
elical prophet is, " Ho, every one that thirsteth, cotne 

ye to the waters, and drink freely !" And when the 
lessiah appeared upon earth, he repeated the afiec- 
icmate invitation ; " If any man thirst, let him come 
' unto me, and drink." The blessed Gospel of Christ 
s profitable for all things, having the promise of the 
ife that now is, as well as of that which is to come. 
Although, with respect to our temporal affairij, it offers 
K> stores of wealth ; by teaching us temperance and 
idustry, it commonly supplies us with competency, 
k^ith food that is convenient few us ; and it relieves the 
lunediate pressure of want, by animating us ^vith 
atience and resignation^ and inspiring us with the hope 

Vol. IL 3 
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of better things to come. But, in all our spiritual 
necessities, the religion of Jesus affords abundant re- 
lief: to the thirsty soul it is a fountain of living waters. 
From a consciousness of guilt, do we want the con- 
soling promise of the remission of our sins ? From a 
deep sense of our native infirmity, are we looking up 
for die aid of heaven ? Amidst the perplexing dark- 
ness, the grievous trials of this sublunary world, are 
we loiiging for the light, and glory, and bliss, of that 
celestial state, where we shall see face to face ; where 
sorrow and sighing are done away for ever ? By the 
Gospel of our compassionate Redeemer, repentance 
and forgiveness of sins are preached to all people ; the 
Hdy Ghost is sent to help our infirmities; life and 
immortality are brought to light. 

From the whole of what has been now said, let us 
draw the three following important points of practical 
instruction : 

1st. Let Us learn the great absurdity of seeking our 
supreme felicity from any other source than that to 
which God has directed us— the knowledge and love of 
himself, and sincere obedience to the dictates of his 
religion. He knows whereof we are made. He knows 
what gratifications are best adapted to our nature. He 
created us for eternity ; and, therefore, justiy expects 
Jhat we should love not the world, nor the things of it, 
as the chief sources of our bliss ; that we should elevate 
our desires above all those things that must perish in 
the using, up to those substantial and permanent 
delights, which will survive the dissolution of this 
tnaterial universe. The earth may be dissolved ; the 
elements may melt with fervent heat ; the heavens may 
Jwss away with a great noise ; but the spirits of the just 
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wHl rejoice for ever in the new heavens and new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

52dly. Let us keep close to this fountain of living 
waters : let us never forsake God, w;ho is our best por- 
tion for ever : let us, in this remote place of our earthly 
pilgrimage, maintain a friendly communion with him 
by meditation, and prayer; by constant attendance on 
tbe solemnities of religion, the preaching of his word, 
and the adnunistration of his sacraments ; by devout 
attention to the duties of both public and private 
devotion. 

Lastly ; let us remember, that although in our 
t|ioughts, and affections, and practices, we may forsake 
God ; he will never forsake us : he will keep near to 
us in the manifestations of his mercy, or he will visit 
us in the inflictions of his wrath. Whether we are so 
wise as to go up to heaven, or so rash and foolish as 
to descend into hdl; we shall nqt escape from his 
presence, nor go from hjs Spirit. Let it, then, be the 
great concern of our life to secure his loving-kindness 
and mercy ; so that when the earth and all its enjoy- 
ments are vanishing away, we may be enabled to ex- 
claim, " In thy presence is the fulness of joy, and at 
** thy right hand are pleasures for evermore. 
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PSALM ciii. iC 

As so«n as the wind goeth over it, it is gone; and the place thereof 

shall know it no more. 

T AIN and thoughtless mortals take this for the place 
of their rest, and seem to be little affected by the un- 
ceasing mutability of all human af&irs ; their presump- 
tuous language is, " We shall never be removed, our 
** mountam is made so strong." The considerate 
Psalmist entertained more just conceptions of the frail 
and perishable estate of man— of man fallen from 
happiness and immortality, subjected to all the vicis- 
situdes of time and chance, to a life of misery, and then 
to death, and dissolution in the grave. Surely, the 
tear of compassion must be ready to start in the eye of 
every person who reads the pathetic description of 
man's uncertain condition, contained in the words of 
the text, and in the preceding verse of this psalm : 
" The days of man'' says holy David, " are but as 
" grass;" like that^ he springeth out of the eartli, and 
remaineth but a little while upon it : " he flourisheth as 
« a flower of the field;" fair, but very transient: he 
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ui]fi3ldeth his beauty m jroudi; he continues for a short 
time in die vigour of manhood ; but soon the penalty 
denounced against the first transgressor b infiicted, the 
breath of God's displeasure passes over him, and ^* he 
** is gone;" like the dying flower, he boweth his 
drooping head, and mingles again with his native dust; 
his friends and his companions look for him in vain at 
the accustomed spot which was once enlivened and 
beautified by his presence : the earth has opened her 
moutli ; the dreary mansion of the grave has received 
him ; ^^ he is gone, and his place shall know him no 
" more." 

And is this the sad termination of all our earthly 
pursuits? Is this the melancholy conclusion of the 
busy scene which surrounds us ? Is it for this that 
the covetous toil for wealth, the ambitious struggle fix 
power, and the voluptuous for earth-bom gratifications? 
Vain man would be accounted wise ; but surely, there 
is little wisdom in thus grasping at fleeting shadows, 
and disquieting ourselves to no valuable purpose. 
Happy are they, who, from a just sense of tlic transitory 
nature of all earthly possessions, have been induced to 
lay up permanent treasure in heaven ; who, firom serious 
meditations on the brevity of humaix life, are inclined 
to seek for glory and immortality in those blessed 
r^ons where death lias no more dominion over us. 

The Psalmist, in the passage before us, particularly 
alludes to the uncertainty of our existence, our perish- 
ing condition, in this world : and nothing can be more 
expressive of the firailty of human life, than the images 
which he here introduces. But, in the following dis- 
course, I shall take the liberty to extend the Psalmist's 
observation to other objects besides the life of man : 
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of all the most stable works of his hands, it may be 
affirmed ; " The wind goeth over them, and they are 
<' gone ; and the place thereof shall know them no 

« more." 

Shall we take this as our everlasting habitation, when 
universal experience teaches us, that we are as transient 
as tlie flowers of the fidd ?. Where are the myriads of 
the human race, who from the beginning have succes- 
sively been called into existence? They are swept 
away from the face of the earth, and consigned to the 
profound oblivion of the grave. Some few have made 
themselves a name, and are remembered either with 
infamy, or honour. But the great bulk of mankind 
who have gone beftwe us, are as entirely banished from 
our view ; are as totally forgotten, as if they had never 
existed. The mighty flood has continued to pour 
along through succes^ve ages, without ever returning. 
JFe are now borne forward by its irresistible power, as 
they were who have preceded us ; and, like thenij we 
shall soon launch forth into the boundless ocean of 
eternity. As we are rapidly hurried ^long, how inces- 
santly does the prospect vary! Now we behold a 
pleasant lawn, and now a frightful precipice. Some- 
times we glide through smooth waters, and sometimes 
we are hurled down the dangerous cataract Short, as 
our progress has been, how many sad changes have 
taken place in ourselves and others ; in the appearance 
of our bodies, and in the sentiments of our minds ? 
How many dear companions have been separated from 
us! How many tender ties have been suddenly 
broken ! How speedily has the bloom of youth been 
succeeded by the pallid hue of sickness or of age ! 
How soon has beauty been changed into deformity ^^ 
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and strength into weakness ! Of all that we hold most 
dear in this world, it may be affirmed in the pathetic 
words of the text, " the wind goeth over it, and it b 
" gone for ever." 

Shall we attempt to lay the foundation of our felicity 
and glory upon this unstable earth? He who thus 
byikls upon the sand, will, ere long, find the floods 
arising, and the rains beating upon his ill-founded 
fabrick, and sweeping it entirely away. The most 
substantial works of human ingenuity and strength 
cannot withstand the shock of all-subduing time. The 
lofty tower and the magnificent city fall in undistin* 
guished ruin. Great Nineveh has disappeared ; proud 
Babylon has become a dreary habitation for dragons 
and for owls ; even God's own city Jerusalem, the joy 
of the whole earth, for the crimes of its inhabitants, has 
been swept with the besom of destruction : according 
to the prediction of our Lord, not one stone has been 
Idt in it upon another, which has not been thrown 
down. In countries which once exhibited the most 
wonderful productions of human art and power, the 
melancholy traveller now finds nothing but one ex- 
tended scene of desolation ; nothing but a few sad 
monuments of ancient beauty and magnificence. Thus 
is the pomp and pride of man levelled with the dust. 
Thus are we taught by woful experience, that what 
was deemed the most durable of all earthly pos- 
sesions, is, in reality, as fleeting as a vision ; the wind 
goeth over it, and it is gone : and the man of wisdom 
stands on the desolated spot, and with a sigh moralizes 
on the uncertainty of hope, and the vanity of human 
wishes. 

But, we may proceed still farther, and apply such 
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observations as these even to this great globe itsdf^ the 
theatre on which are displayed all the wonderful works 
of man. The time will assuredly come, (and a 
thousand years in the sight of God, who inhabiteth 
eternity, are but as one day) — after a few more revolutions 
shall have finished their course, the wise purposes (rf 
God's providence, with respect to the present system 
of things, will be accomplished ; and then will come 
the end: the wmd of Almighty power will pass over 
this material universe, and it is gone : the sun will be 
turned into darkness, the earth will be dissolved, and 
the elements melt with fervent heat. At this awful 
moment, what shall support those inconsiderate mor- 
tals who Imve made this world their sole dependance? 
Of what avail will be all tHeir treasures laid up for 
themselves upon earth, when the earth itself is sinking 
under their feet ? They must fall with horrible con- 
sternation into the gulph of remediless despair. Let 
us, while the accepted time and the day of salvation 
continue, secure a right to the everlasting inheritance. 
Let us lay up treasures in heaven, in that city which 
hath foundations never to be affected by the revolutions 
of time. 

Thus true is the obser\^tion of die Psalmist when 
applied to the most flourishing condition of man in 
iliis world ; " As soon as the wind goeth over it, it is 
'' gone ; and the place thereof knows it no mwe." 
He comcth up and is cut down, like the transient flower 
of tlie field. His body is made subject to perpetual 
alterations by the violent assaults of sickness, or the 
more gradual advances of old age, till the great change 
come, which is efleotcd by death. I lis most beautiful 
works arc soon defaced, and the strongest are soon 
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overturned by the rude hand of time. Not the earth 
itaeif will be of everlasting duration. Nothing will be 
fixind a sufficient support for the human soul, but hope 
and trust m God, who is imchangeable and etemaL 
Let us, then, make a due improvement of these'solemn 
truths. Let a just sense of our present condition lead 
us to a suitable deportment. And^ 

1st Let a due consideration of the transitory nature 
cf all earthly possesions, teach us not to fix our affec- 
tions with too much ardour on the things which are 
below ; but let us learn to elevate them %i time, to 
tiiose better things which are above, where Christ 
atteth on the ri^t hand of God, preparing a place* of 
rest for all his faittifiil people. If the bloom of beauty 
must ^>eedily fade ; if the nerve of corp(»^ strength 
will soon be unstrung; if death, in a short time, wiU 
sqiarate us from our stores of wealth, and drag us 
down firom our seats of power; if the pomp of the 
Toiuptuous must, ere long, be brought down to the 
grave, and tiie noise of their viols be made to cease ; 
i^ in the solemn moment of departure from this ter- 
Itstrial scene of tlangs, we shall say of every earthly 
deUght, " Vanity of vanities, all is vanity;'^ let us be 
persuaded to seek for a more lasting consolation and 
support Let our greatest solicitude be, to become 
the objects of God's especial love in Christ Jesus. So 
that, when we are falling from this earth and all its pos- 
sessions, the everlasting arms may be spread under us: 
10 that, when we are passing through the valley of the 
shadow' of death, we may have a sure rod and staff to 
support us: so that, amidst the last convulsions of 
ature, when the earth is removed, and the mountains 
»nied into the deptii of the sea, we need fear no evil. 
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2dly. Let us remember^ that although body and 
estate may fail; the good dispositions of the wiad 
which are now cultivated^ will remain with us fw cvcfi 
and be the source of unceasing felicity. By the good- 
ness of the Almighty Creator, the soul of man was 
made for immcnrtality : the gift of God is eternal lifi^ 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. All the adventitioas 
ornaments which this world can supply, will be 
stripped o£f by the rude hand of death ; but the virtues 
of the soul will never leave nor forsake us; they inB 
accompan)f us beyond the grave; they will be the 
ministers of pure delight through the ages of etemilj. - 
Lfet us then cease to strive with so much violence far ; 
the meat which perisheth; and be more solicitous fir ! 
the acquisition of thaty which endureth unto everlastiif 
life. Let the splendour of wealdi, and the parade of 
power, be deemed, as they really are, matters of littk 
significance, when set in competition with the heavenlf 
qualifications of love, joy, and peace, long-sufferiii|^ \ 
gentleness, and goodness. These are plants of im- i 
mortal growth : the wind of God's displeasure wifli 
pass over the gay productions of human folly and 
pride, and they will instandy wither and die : but then 
virtues will flourish in never dying freslmess aod 
beauty : their seat is the human soul, and this place 
will know them for ever. 

3dly. Let these reflections lead us to humUe our- 
selves under the mighty hand of God ; that he may 
exalt us in due time. What can justify the pride and 
vanity of man; a frail child of the dust; a fading 
flower that withers as soon as the wind goeth over it? 
We may be elated with fond ideas of our importance 
in the world ; but how soon shall we pass away^ and 
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perhaps our very names perish ! Some few may cherish 
the remembrance of us with mfaigled emotions, of grief 
and pleasure; they may long deplore the vacancy 
which death has made in the ranks of human life. But 
Ae worid in general will be little concerned ; its busi- 
ness will go on without us; they who come after us, 
will eat and drink, buy and sell, plaflt and build, with 
as much eagerness, as if w^ had not lived and died: 
the place will be occupied by others, which knows us 
BO more. Let us, therefore, con^der the end, and 
lieam in dme to be wise. Pride was not made for man. 
The presumptuous builders of Babel may vainly 
imagine, that they have erected a tower whose top 
reacheth unto heaven ; that nothing will be restrained 
from them which they have imagined to do ; that they 
have made themselves a name in the earth, which will 
continue for ever. But God, who exalteth the humble 
and meek, scattereth the proud in the ima^nations of 
their hearts. We are strangers and pilgrims upon 
earth, as all oiu* fathers were. Let us think soberly oi 
ourselves, as we ought to tlunk. The grave levds all 
earthly distinctions. He alorie is truly pre-eminent, 
who vaunts not of his wealth, ot power, or any other 
temporal possession ; but who has acquired a title to 
glory, and honour, and immortality, in the heavenly 
kingdom of our Redeemer. 

4thly. We may deplore the sad effects of sin ; the 
misery and death which have been introduced into the 
world : but Christianity teaches us, not to be sorry as 
men without hope. Let us bless God for his infinite 
:x>mpassion in providing sufficient consolation for all 
xir misery, and in pointing out the way by which even 
leath himself may be vanquished. By the Gospel of 
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Christ, life and immortulity are brought to light. As 
In iVdam all die, so in Christ may all be made alive. 
The flower that fadeth in Adam, will bloom agaiD 
dirough Jesus Christ, and then will die no more. 
What though death may for a short time, have do- 
minion over us : the morning of the resurrection wiK 
soon dawn upon the darkness of the grave. This cor* 
fuptible will then put on incorruption. The body that 
was sown in weakness, will be raised in power, and 
flourish in immortal youth, and nevor fading beauty. 

When infidelity looks forward into futurity, whit 
blackness of darkness must rest upon die prospect! 
The world b receding; and beyond it, there is na 
support, no consolation. The body is tending to dis- 
solution in the grave ; and there is no cheering pro^^ 
of its ever reviving. Temporal enjoyments 21c just 
coming to a conclusion, and they terminate in dreary 
annihilation. Very difierent are the glorious views 
which the Gospel opens before us. Here, light is 
sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in 
heart. In every period of our existence here below, kt 
us embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of ever- 
lasting life.. Tliis is the only effectual comfort^ when 
we are'conflicting with the trials of the world, or when 
we are passing through the dark valley of the sliadow 
of death. 

Lasdy ; in ^\s frail and uncertain estate, the neces- 
sary lot of all men ; and more especially, at this season 
of wonderful changes and revolutions in human af&irs; 
let our souls rest upon a wise and good Providence, 
as the best security, the surest protection from harm. 
Let us trust in the Lord for ever, who alone can supply 
us with effectual strength for every trial. This is thr 
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eonclusion which the holy Psalmist draws from his 
reflections on the uncertainty of human life, and the 
tnmsitory nature of all earthly enjoyments : notwith- 
standing the temporary disorders which prevail in the 
world, "The Lord," saith he, "hath prepared his 
^ seat in heaven; and his kingdom ^leth over all:" 
notwithstanding the evils to which frail man is now sub- 
jected, ** The merciful goodness of the Lord endureth 
" for ever and ever upon them that fear him." Thb 
•Idngdom which ruleth over all, wUl produce from par- 
Sal evil, universal good. This merciful goodness 
which endures for ever, will make the short affliction 
of a moment terminate in a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory* From his seat in heaven, die 
Almighty Creator extends the sceptre of his dominion 
over all liie woiksof his hands; and Im goodness is co<* 
.extenave with his power. To those who love and 
rnrve him, in life and death, in the enjoyment of things 
present, and in the expectation of things to come, in 
Inie and through eternity, he can make all things 
Work together far good. 
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moment, under the dispensations cf a merciful Pron^ 
dence, may be made effectual to the w<u:kinjg; out fer 
us, of a &r more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory* 

Since, therefore, constant experience teaches evoy 
one of us, that wc are hable to evil ; to be disturbed 
by temporal losses, by pains of body, or infinmties of 
mind; by our own fiailties, or the wickedness of 
others; since, with the fiurest show of outward profr 
perity, some secret sorrow may prey upon the heait 
which knows its own bitterness : let me entreat your 
serious attention to the following considerations, and 
let them serve as a strong encouragement in all cir- 
cumstances, ** not to be overcome of evil." 

1st Cherish not the groundless expectation that you 
shall be exempted from the common fate of all men, 
and therefore may rdax your vigilance, and sink into 
a state of heedless indolence. Under the baneful in* 
fluence of thb disposition of mind, the adversary wiH 
attack you; and, before you are aware of }rour danger, 
an advantage over you may be gained; you may sustain 
an injury ever to be dqilcn^; but, perhaps, never 
effectually redressed. He who is perfectly acqusunted 
with oiur situation, and who knows whereof we are 
made^ has, therefore, directed us to watch and be 
sober; to take unto ourselves the whole armour of 
Giod ; to be patient and persevering, for that man is 
bom to trouble, as the sparks fly upward. 

Let these reflections be particularly recommended 
to the consideration of the young. Let diem not be 
so enchanted with the gay prospect that surrouncb 
them, as to make no provision for the difficulties and 
dangers of their future jouraqr tiirough Ufe. They 
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vtt'find upon experience, that the shrub, which 

jip fg a w d so beaot^ at a distance, conceals many 

fofated thorns : as they travel along, they will often 

Iraid oq Tenomous serpents lurking under flagrant 

AoweiB. Let the season of yooth, therefore, be con- 

ddered as a state of discipline preparatory to the ap- 

pDoaching conflict. In the gaity of spring, and the 

iBvmth of summer, let the stores be collected which 

wt absdutdy necessary to mitigate the severity of the 

vintery storm. 

2dly. When evils overtake us, that we may not be 

overcome by them, we are to divest ourselves, so far 

iiB nay be, of the prejudices of self-love ; not impa- 

\4kxAY complmn, as though some strange tlung had 

^A^ipcned unto us ; not perversely magnify ttiem ; and 

lAeb, wiA the peevish spirit of the prqphet Jonah, 

linlain that we do well to be angry. The humble 

[tsad die patient man, in the most grievous calamities, 

•ill always discover some alleviatii^ circumstances: he 

.viB be ready to acknowledge, that in the midst of 

^ jadgment, God always remembers mercy. Has he 

i j^qirived you of riches ? he has blessed you widi healths 

iJbs he afflicted you with sickness ? he has surrounded 

:|oa with friends. Has he taken away one friend who 

Was the source of much felicity ? he has spared to you 

by whom you are equally beloved. Our 

^nate Redeemer alone could say with pro- 

^|ne^9 '* Behold, and see, all ye that pass by; if there 

^;be apy sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done 

^iHttoiae, wherewidi the Lord hath afflicted me in 

^Ae day of his fierce anger!" To every one of us 

Jnqr be addressed the exhortation of tlie apostle to his 

Corinthian brethren ; '^ Neither murmur ye, as some of 
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" them also murmured, and were destroyed of Ac 
" destroyer. There hath no temptation taken yoOi 
*< but such as is common to man : but God is faidi- 
** ful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above thit 
ye are able : but will with the temptation also make 
a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.** 
Sdly. Let it ever be remembered, that this b a pio- 
bationary state ; that we are engaged in a trying coi^Bict 
with powerful adversaries ; that we are made an intaf^ 
esting spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to 
men ; that the reward proposed to the victorious^ is t 
crown of life and glory that fadeth not away. Fran 
these considerations, we are again to form the good 
resolution, not to be overcome of evil ; to resist dK 
devil, that he may flee from us; to be strong, and qoot 
ourselves like men. By this severity of discipline, the 
soul is strengthened, and improved in all virtue^— in the 
necessary qualifications for heaven, which otherwise 
could not have been acquired. ** Tribulation workdh 
" patience ; and patience, experience ; and experiende^ 
'^ hope ; and hope maketh not ashamed :" and die 
result of all this heavenly cultivation is ; " the love of 
" God is more abundantly shed abroad in our hearts 
" by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.'' For, 
we are to consider, 

4thly. That under the Christian dispensation, we at 
not left to the exertions of the poor remains of our own 
strength ; but we are supplied with supernatural dd 
from on high. To a weak and ignorant world, grace 
as well as truth came by Jesus Christ. In all our trials 
and distresses, hb encouraging language is, " My grace 
" is sufficient for thee." In confirmation of which 
truth, one of his first disciples, who was called to the 
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severest toils in his Master's service, could say at the 
conclusion of his work ; <* His grace, which was be- 
'^ stowed upon me, was not in vain ; but I laboured 
*^ more abundantly than they all : yet not I, but the 
^ grace of God which was with me." And, fix>m this 
heavenly source he derived fortitude to bear^ as well as 
strength to act ; he learned passive^ as well as active 
obedience to the will of his LfOrd — << I have learned, in 
«< whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I 
^' know both how to be abased, and I know how to 
^ abound : every where, and in all things I am in- 
^ structed, both to be full, and to be hungry; both to 
^ abound, and to suiFer need : I can do all things 
** through Christ which strengtheneth me." And if 
these were the exulting declarations of the primitive 
saints in that gloomy hour of cruel persecution, shall 
we ever despair of being supplied with spiritual strength 
suflGicient for the discharge of the ordinary duties of the 
Christian life? The Unes have fallen to us in pleasant 
places, not infested with danger. It is not our hard 
Ate, to resist unto blood, striving against sin. Utterly 
inexcusable shall we be, if, in the performance of our 
eomparatively easy task, the weak hands be not 
strengthened, and the feeble knees confirmed; if we 
run not in the way of God's commandments without 
fainting, and walk not in all his ordinances without 
being weary. 

The last motive which I shall urge, in order to in- 
duce a compliance witli the apostle's injunction, ^^ be 
** not overcome of evil," is drawn fi-om the considera- 
tion of our Lord's example. " Was ever sorrow like 
*^ unto his sorrow? His visage was so marred by the 
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<* strokes of pain, and his form more than the aomoC 
" men." And yet, he suffered not for himself; " bvt 
'* he was wounded for our transgres^ons ; he ¥W 
^* bruised for our iniquities/' And shall wr, disobe- 
dient childrai, guilty ^ners, ^' despise the chastoung 
*^ of the Lord, and faint when we are rebuked of himf 
<^ Let us rather look unto Jesus, the author and fioiabKr 
** of our faith ; who, for the joy that was set before Imii 
^* endured the cross, despising the shame*** Let us, 
with grateful affection ^^ consider him that endured audi 
^' contradiction of sinners against himself; and be not 
^* weary, nor faint in our minds* He sufiered for ua^ 
<* leaving us an ei^ample, that we 'should follow Mb 
^* steps." And, under our severest con0icts with tern* 
pond distress, surely it is a source of abundant conso-- 
lation to know, that if we suffer with our Redeemer, w^ 
shall also be glorified togedier. 

Whatever, therefore, the trial may be in which yM^ 
»re> engaged; whether it arise from the immediatr 
appointment of a mysterious Providence ; from your 
own frailties, or from the wickedness of others; whether 
it affect mind, body, or estate ; recollect, that evil under 
various forms is the common lot of mortality : that 
judgment is ever tempered by mercy i that even angeb 
are anxious spectators of that'conflict by which we are 
now disciplined for heaven : that we need never to be 
destitute of the Holy Spirit of God,^ho hdpeth all our 
infirmides : that we are encouraged by the examj^e of 
our dear Redeemer, who is now highly exalted, and 
invested with sil power to confer on his faithful fid- 
lowers an ample reward* Let these considerations be 
duly impressed upcxi your minds, and you will not be 
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of evil; najf y iw i wM be induced to go on 
to m h^^ d^ree of perfecdony and ^^ mcreome mU 

He that oommits »n, by way of retaliation for an 
injury received^ degrades himself to a level with the 
offender ; and instead of correcting, confirms him in 
his crimes. On the contrary ; by arigid adherence to 
truth and integrity in our dealing with the most in* 
▼eteratefide; by moderating our resentful passions, and 
treating him with kind offices, when he stands in need 
of our as^stance; the superior charms oi virtue be* 
oome so Bpparentj that the obdurate heart will in time 
bescrftened, and the injurious hand held back fi-om 
4iSniding. This sentiment the aposde thtis expresses 
in the verse which immediately precedes the text ; ^< If 
^< thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him 
^^ drink : finr in so doing, thou sfaalt heap coals of fire 
^ on hb head"*— thou shalt mdt him down by the 
warmth of thy beneficence, into ingenuous compunc- 
tion and relcndng gratitude ; as the artificer, by heaping 
fire upon it, melts the hard metaL He who violates 
the positive mjunctionof the Goqpd, ^* bless them that 
^^ curse you;'' he who returns nJling for railing, ex- 
asperates resentment, and adds fiiel to the devouring 
fiames of anger: but how often has a soft answer turned 
away wrath ? When David was hasting to take ven« 
geancc on the churlish Nabid, the med^ and prudent 
Abigail met him, ^ and bowed herself to die ground, 
^ and said, Let thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak in 
^ thine audience.'' Her uiiole intcrcesskm on this 
oocasion, b a beautifiil specimen of mild and peroua- 
^ve doquence; and the ccmcluaion of it is particularly 
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affecting: ^^ And it shall come to pass, when the Lord 
<< shall have done to my lord according to all the good 
<* that he hath spoken concenung thee, and shall have 

appointed thee ruler over Israel, that this shall be no 

grief unto thee, nor offence of heart unto my lord, 
<^ either that thou hast shed blood causeless, or that my 
'* lord hath avenged himself." And die happy result 
ofthis meek interces^on was; ^^ David said to Abigail, 
'^ Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, which sent thee 
<< this day to meet me : and blessed be thy advice^ 
*< and blessed be thou, which hast kept me this day 
'* from coming to shed blood, and from avenging my- 
" self with mine own hand." 

In our intercourse with the world, should our pearls 
be sometimes cast before swine, who not only trample 
them under their feet, but turn, and rend us : should 
our gentleness and benevolence be received with m- 
sensibility, and instead of subduing the violence of the 
ill-disposed, only render them more forward in offend- 
ing ; we have the consolation to reflect, that we have 
so far at least overcome evil, as not to be provoked by 
it into a violation of our duty : we have displayed die 
superiority of virtue ; and when the day of retribution 
comes, it will be seen how infinitely superior is our 
reward. 

But, with our best endeavours to do well, were 
God to be extreme in marking what we have done 
amiss, who could stand justified in his sight ? Be- 
trayed by the infirmity of oiu* nature, seduced by the 
subtilty of temptation, or overborne by the vicJence 
of pain, what fiail mortal can lay his hand on his 
kosom, and say, *< I am pure ; 1 have never fallen ia 
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** the conflict ; I have never been overcome of e^ ?" 
Conscious of our weakness and our guilt, let us, with 
true penitent hearts, acknowledge our transgressions, 
and entreat God not to enter into judgment with his 
servants ; let us be most vi^lant against that particular 
evil which most powerfully besets us ; let us fly to that 
atmiing blood which was shed to take away the ^ns of 
the world ; weary and faint, let us go, from day to day, 
to that fountain of living waters which, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, has been opened 
for the strengthening and refreshing of our souls. 
Thus shall we proceed towards the heavenly mansions, 
with the consolations of humble penitence, though not 
with the confidence of perfect innocence. And, by 
the grace of God provided in the Gospel, the end of 
our frdth, even the salvation of our souls, is secure. 
For, the good tidings of great joy, the birth of a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, are announced to the 
fallen race of Adam : repentance and remission of sins 
are preached in the name of this Saviour, not to the 
perfectly r^hteous, (for such are no where to be 
found,) but to penitent ^nners. If it be now so de- 
grading, and, to every heart of the least sensibility, 
so afflicting, to be entirely overcome of evil, and 
brought into a state of abject bondage to sin ; how 
thoroughly wretched must be the sinner's &te in the 
regions of remediless woe, whore good never enters ; 
where penitence is of no avail ; where the domination 
of our cruel adversary is in a great degree uncon- 
trolled ! Let us turn from this dreary scene, and rise 
upon the wings of &ith and love, to those blessed 
mansions, where evil finds no admission ; where there 
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» is need of no repentance, for there is no ^n; where the 
Lord God omnipotent rdgneth in the perfection of bliss 
and glory ; and where the righteous are tus delight^ 
tlirough the boundless ages of eternity. 



SERMON IV. 



The fFages of Sin is Death. 



ROMANS vi. 23. 

tire wages of sin is death : but the gift of God is etenial life; 

tfanMJgh Jesas Christ our Lord. 

4 

▼V HEN Moses, the man of God, had been represent- 
ing to the people of Israd the blessings that would 
ensue from obedience, and the mischiefs that Would 
be incurred by violating the divine law which was 
^ven to them^ he concludes his address with this 
solemn appeal ; ** I call heaven and earth to record this 
^ day against you, that I have set before you life and 
" death, blessing and cur^g : therefore choose life, 
*^that both thou and thy seed may live." In like 
manner, the holy aposde, in the conclusion of this 
chapter, with awful solemnit}' lays before his Roman 
converts the vasdy different consequences of a vicious 
and a godly life ; he tells them, that they had no firuit 
•^-no real permanent advantage in those vices, whereof 
tbey were ashamed when brought to a more considerate 
state of mind : that the end of those things is death : 
iiaX since they were made free from sin by repentance, 
ind become tiie servants of God by faithfal obodiwee 
Vol. II. 6 
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to his laws, they had their fruit unto holiness, and the 
happy end would be everlasting life. He incites them 
to perseverance in the good way which they had choseO| 
by leaving this momentous trudi impressed upon their 
minds ; '^ The wages of sin is death : but the gift of 
•* God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lori" 
From the representation which St. Paul has g^veo 
in the preceding parts of this Epistle, of the vices that 
were prevalent in the world at tlie time of the publica- 
tion of the Gospel, it would seem that human oatuie 
was sunk to the lowest depth of depravity. He speaks 
in general terms ; but, it is probable, he had the Ro- 
man people particularly in view. The descriptions of 
their own historians and poets correspond with those 
of the apostle. They had proceeded in the commoD 
course of debasement — ^their extensive conquests bad 
procured wealth ; this had introduced all the luxuries 
of the earth ; and the effect of these, was an universd 
depravity of manners. Here was an ample field fo 
the great apostle of the Gentiles, in which to display Us 
hply zeal and commanding eloquence. Accordingfyi 
we find, that he employed every instrument which 
human learning, or the doctrines of Christianity could 
supi^ly, to beat down these strong holds of iniquity- 
His attacks are conducted widi all the foree of aigu* 
ment, and all the insinuating arts of persuasion* He 
sometimes alarms their fears, and sometimes applies to 
their hopes. Now h^painly tells them, ** That the 
*^ wages of ^n is death;'' and now comforts aad 
encourages them with the assurance, "That as sin 
" reigned unto death, even so does grace reign through 
" righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our 
" Lord." 
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In every age of the world, among the degenerate 
sons of Adam, iniquity has so fiur prevailed, as to ren- 
der k necessary for the messengers of the Lord of 
hosts, to cry aloud and spare not, to show the peq)le 
dieir transgressions, and exhort them to repentance. 
It wiU not be denied, my brethren, that we live in an 
age when the most open and daring attempts are made 
to weaken the restraints which religion imposes upon 
?]oe : when infidelity and impiety not only prevail, but 
b too many instances, even appear to glory in their 
achievements : the monsters no longer lurking in their 
den, and coming out only to make occasional depreda- 
tions ; but appearing with an undaunted countenance 
in the open light of day; extending their ravages 
through the streets of the city, and the fields of the 
husbandman ; climbing up into the chambers of the 
gfftat, or creeping into the cells of the cottage. At 
aoeh a season, every Christian, every lover of human 
nature, must be well-pleased to hear the pernicious 
tflfects of unbelief and sin represented in the plainest 
Mms. Hence it will be apparent, that they are our 
kst firiends who endeavour to strengthen the obliga- 
Ions of virtue and religion ; they are our most cruel 
tnemies who attempt to break down tfie barriers which 
aqiorate us from vice. 

The truly compassionate man sympathizes in ail 
Ae distresses of his neighbour. He wishes to rdieve 
\iB /-/wertf/y and to mitigate his sickness; but is much 
more solicitous to convert him fiom error to truths and 
from ince to holiness. He feds for calamities which 
dbtFOss the bodt/y but is much more affiM^ed at the 
prospect .of those which will destroy the soul. He 
dreads the evils which are of short continuance^ but is 
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mcH^ alarmed at the apprehension of those, the fatal 
effects of which will endure for ever. Let me, then, 
entreat you to hear me patiently, while I am calling 
your attention to the former part of the text, " The 
*^ wages of sin is death." We listen with alacrity to 
the grateful declarati(Hi, that ^^ eternal life b the gift of 
<^ God." But such is the predominance of wdA 
appetite and passion; so stubborn are our vicious 
bibits, that we love not to contemplate the sad effixts 
of sin : we wilfully turn away the eye of the mind from 
die dreary prospect: much persuasion, and repnxif) 
and threatening, is necessary to make us relinquish a 
present gratification, from the apprehen^on of its distant 
consequences. 

It is, nevertheless, a solemn and important truth, 
which we are highly concerned to bring frequently and 
closely to the view of the mind, that sin is the source 
of all evil to mankind ; the cause of present and futuie 
misery ; the parent of temporal and eternal death. 

In discoursing on this subject, here I might describe, 
in pathetic terms, the mischiefs which immediatdjr 
^ring from vice, among the inconsiderate children | 
of men*— how intemperance soon produces the pangs { 
of an acute, or the wasting poison of a more lingering 
disease : how idleness and debauchery necessarily lead i 
to all the miseries of want : how ignominy and sconi 
commonly pursue the footsteps of flagrant dishonesty: 
these subjects would afford abundant matter of serious 
consideration. But, I shall confine myself, at present, 
to its pernicious influence upon our intellectual and 
mc^ fiiculdes — ^its wages is death to the best powers « 
of our rational nature, and consequently to oor true 
E^city through eternal ages. 
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1st Habitual commission of ^ has a ^rect ten* 
dency to darken the understanding of man. It may, 
kideed, with proj^ety be asserted, that all vice originaies 
in folly ; for that person b unquestionably foolish^ who 
forsakes happiness, and pursues misery ; and, that this 
is the sottish course of die wicked, no one can deny, 
who believes that God is just, and that man b im* 
mortal. But vice has a re-action upon the mind of the 
sinner: it tends to aggravate the weakness by wMch 
1^ was occadoned, and to add a deeper globm*to the 
mists of error fixmi which it originally sprang. Be 
assured, by the indulgence of vicious passions, clouds 
and thick darkness rise to obscure the light of truth 
that was beaming upon the mind ; the powers of the 
understanding are enfeebled; her fondness for error 
increases, as her love of truth b (Uminished ; till, at 
length, Uie Hdy Spirit of God, the source of illumina- 
tion, as weU as warmth to the soul of man, b provoked 
to abandon the transgressor to hb unhappy &te. 

2dly. By contracting habits of vice, that sympathetic 
tenderness of soul b destroyed, which was planted in 
our bosoms by our wise Creator for very benevolent 
purposes. We were designed for social creatures; 
hence it b, that we find in the human heart a native 
propensity to rejoice with those who rejoice, and to 
weep with those who weep. But, let a man indulge 
Idmself in fipequent violations of his duty ; in acts of 
impiety to heaven, injustice to men, and btemperance 
with respect to the regulation of hb own aiq)etites; 
and we shall find, that he will soon become hard and 
insen^ble. As he fears not the wrath of God, so he 
will regard not the sufferings of men. He will pro- 
jdecute hb own selfish designs; he will gratify hb own 
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ifionlinate wishes, at the expense of every gentle and 
generous sentiment of the human heart. The pains of 
his neighbour will become familiar to him. He wiH 
obey the call of sensual delight ; he mil follow the 
suggestions of his avance or his ambition, regardless of 
the consequences : he will view without pity, the op- 
pression of the poor; and hesur with stubborn indif- 
ference, the lamentations of the widow and fatherlesSi 
That vice proves tiius destructive to all the tender 
sen^bilities, the compassionate emotions of the humait 
heart, too many shocking instances attest m modem, 
as well as in ancient history. ^ 

3dly. Repeated transgression will destroy the activity 
and life of that heavenly monitor, fixed in our bosoms ter 
be the director of our conduct ; to administer reproof 
or to bestow applause, as our actions happen to be 
wicked or virtuous. And this is a sad part of the 
wages of sin. When heedless mortals first enter into 
the path of vice, consdence, vi^lant and active, is 
continually apprizing them of their danger ; reproving 
them for eveiy wrong step which is taken ; and ad- 
monishing them to walk with more circumspection. 
But, if her firiendly admonitions be, fi-om time to time, 
disn^arded, she will, at length, become listiess and 
silent, and the unhappy wanderer will be left without 
interruption to the error of his ways, to rush upon his 
own destruction. And truly deplorable is the condi- 
tion of that sinner, who is thus given up to a reprobate 
mind ; to work all -manner of wickedness with greedi- 
ness; to be encompassed with the most horrible mi^ 
chiefi^ and yet to go on msenuUe of his danger. And 
that this is too often the wretched fate of wilful trans- 
gressors, pur own observatioa of the daily occurrences 
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of human life abundantly testifies* How many firom 
die innocence, and simplicity, and flatterii^ prospects 
of youth, have been gradually debased, till dieir mature 
age is polluted with the grossest crimes! How many, 
whose minds were ooce as pure as their persons were 
delicate, by frequent violation of the dictates of con- 
science, have become so entirdy callou3» that the shafts 
of reproach make no impression ; so thoroughly de« 
praved, that even the dread of diame has lost its 
influence I 

These are some of the melancholy effects of sin, 
and these may be avcuded by dmely care and discretion. 
There are other evils inflicted by this deadly foe, 
which it is the common lot of hiankind to sustain. We 
may, therefore, goon to observe, 

4thly. That when the apostle asserts, ^* The ws^es 
'^ of dn is death," he has chiefly in view the dissdution 
of this corporeal frame. The penal^ annexed to the 
di^ne law, was expressed in th^e awful terms; '^ In 
^^ the day that Aou.eatest thereof, thou shalt surely 
^ die.^' And the sentence denounced against the 
^nimitive transgressors,, was, *^X>ust thou art, and unto 
^ dust shalt thou return." Derived from mortal pro- 
genitors^ all their children ttre subjected to the same 
&te^--it is now appointed unto all men once to die. 
Death entered by sin; and thus death passed upon all 
naen, for that all have ^nned. And, surely, none of 
us will be inclined to deny, that this is a grievous 
pumshment. Had we continued innocent, none of the 
puredeligfats affordedin this first stage of our eastence 
would have been inteirupted; none of die tender con- 
nexions formed in this ^workl would have been for a 
mmoent dissolved : we should have been translated trv 
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higher regions of bliss and glory, without so many sad 
pardngs by the way, without passing tlirough the dark 
valley of the shadow of death. Far otlierwise is now 
the condition of fallen man. After a few fleeting yearSi 
the righteous, as well as the ungodly, must sink into ; 
the grave ; must go to the land where all things are 
forgotten ; must bid an everlasting adieu to the present 
scene of things, with which they are so intimately 
acquainted, and launch forth into that unknown worid, 
wliich can now be only dimly descried by the eye cf 
feith. And that this is a sore punishment inflicted upoQ 
the human race, the heart-rending sighs and lamenta- 
tions, the floods of tears which from the be^nning have 
been occasioned by it, abundantly testify. 

But this, however grievous, is not the worst evii 
which depraved man is liable to sustain ; for, it is to 
be observed, 

Li the last place, that the wages of sin is an everlast- 
ing banishment from the joys of heaven, a wretched 
existence in those hateful regions where every object 
will be to him a minister of woe. This deplorable 
and hopeless condition b frequently represented m 
Scripture under the denomination of death. Thus it 
is said, ^* As righteousness tendeth to life ; so he that 
" pursueth evil, pursueth it to his own death. If yc 
^* live after the flesh, ye shall die ; but if ye through 
'* the spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye sti^ 
'* live. He that overcometh, shall not be hurt of the 
** second death.'' This is the last and most fatal mis- 
chief inflicted by our deadly foe. From all the other 
« sad consequences ci sin we may escape : but he who 
falls under the just judgment of the AUnighty, and is 
doomed to the place of misery provided for impenitett. 
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tcatisgress(»^ must expect no mitigation of his distress^ 
no rdease from bis crad t(Hinentors. To those dreaiy 
mansions, the light and warmth of Grod's converting 
grace are not extended. The accepted time is past ; 
the season of probation is over; now, there is noplace 
fior repentance. 

Can any intelligent bdng of the least sobriet^r and 
^cretion, look forward to thb desperate state of 
wretchedness, without the most lively emotions of fear ? 
Can 9axy person who entertains the slightest regard for 
Ins own real felicity, forbear to inquire with extreme 
Sfflicitude, '< What shall we do to be saved from this 
*^ unhappy k^ of obdurate skiners ?" Hdpless mor- 
tals, ^nk not, however conscious of your weakness, 
into a state of utter despondency ! Penitent offenders 
against the laws of your God, awakened as ye now 
sure, to a just sense of your danger, behold the means 
Dd safety placed in your hands ! What can be more 
ccnsding to you, than tlie declaration of the holy 
^posde, in the latter part of the te^t, '< The gift of God 
^* is eternal life, through Jesus Chxist our Lord?" 
TTiey who were made subject to death by the preva- 
lence of sin, may be restored to life through the tender 
voercf of heaven — a life not of short continuance like 
our existence here below, but one that is eternal in the 
Qumsions of perfecb bliss. This life, this inestimable 
blessing is not the wages of our righteousness, the 
reward of our merit, as death is the just wages of sin ; 
bat it is the free gift of God to sinful mortals, who had 
no reason to expect any thing from him, but the execu- 
tiQO of the sentence denounced against the violators of 
bis law. And this precious gift was not obtained by 
our pleading ow necessity; by our imploring the 
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Divine compassion and liberality ; but it is imparted to 
us through Jesus Christ our Lord— it was purchased 
by his merits, and will be distributed accdfdii^ to his 
righteous judgment. 

What remains then, but that I address you^ my 
brethren, in the language of Moses to those who lived 
under the first testament of God*s mercy; " I have set 
'* before you life and death, bles^g and cursing.'* 
If you have any dread of the severest misery ; if yoa 
have any regard for your true and lasting felici^, let 
me conclude with exhorting you to choose life. 

The melancholy sentence b inflicted upon all men— 
" In Adam we have all died;** but, for ever blessed be 
the tender mercy of our God in furnishing lis witfi the 
means of rising from that ruined condition; ^* in Christ 
" we mav all be made alive.** Let us believe and 
obey his Gospel, and he will save us from cveiy 
evil : he is the first-bom from the dead ; and we, 
due time, will be the sons of the resurrection. 

In this world, the joys of paradise have been lost ^ 
but man is not left by his Creator destitute and fbrlonm « 
Let us look forward to that better country, to thm.^' 
new heavens and new earth, in which dwelleth rightr-^ 
ousness : there, the fiedthful servants of God will 
amply compensated for every present loss: there, 
tree of life will flourish with unfadii^g bloom, widi 
bounded fertility ; and rivers of the purest pleasure vril^ 
never cease to flow. 

If it be painful to close our eyes for ever upon thes^ 
fair works of God*s creation ; to part, for a season, 
from those beloved friends who are left behind in thi» 
state of earthly pilgrimage ; let us prepare ourselves in 
soul and body for admission into far more splendid 




Sermon 4. The JVages of Sin is Death. 51 

manaoQS, the blessed habitations of the just ; for the 
enjoyment of that society of the feithful, which will no 
more be separated by death ; firom which sorrow and 
sighing are banished for ever. 

Let us, by a patient continuance in well-doing, 
endeavour to soften the frown of the king of terrors. 
The sting of death b sin. Vice strews the sick man's 
pillow with thorns; raises round his couch hideous 
forms to scare away hb peace ; and asssuls him with 
two-edged tortures — ^a sense of past guilt, and dread of 
future woe. Penitenqp f(»r our numerous defects, £dth 
in the merits and mediation of our Redeemer, and 
hear^ obedience to Kis laws, will, on the contrary, 
make smooth the bed of death, and cheer the sur* 
rounding gloom with a bright prospect of the approach- 
ing bliss and glory of heaven. In a word, let virtue 
and religion enligltten our understandings, moUi^ our 
hearts, keep aUve the sensibility of conscience, mitigate 
the pangs of temporal, and save us from die horrors 
of eternal death. Thus shall we be qualified fix* the 
xecepdon c^ the greatest of all blessings, even eternal 
life, wluch is the free fp&, of Gkxl through Jesus Christ» 
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disturb the peace of the most determined ^drtue. Now, 
against these assaults, to which all men are subject 
humbleness of mind b the best shidd of defence. 
While pride serves to point the dart, and inflame the 
wound; while it renders us sensible to the siigfatest 
touch ; humility either entirely avoids the stroke, or 
by gendy yielding, breaks its violence. When David 
was driven fix>m Jerusalem by the insurrection of his 
ui^rateful son Absalom ; Shimei ,whose dastardly spirit 
was still changing with his changing fortune, came md 
poured forth bitter execrations against the king and a& 
his servants. Abishai, the steadfast friend of Da^d^ 
could not brook the insult— <* Why should this dead 
dog curse my lord the king? Let me go over/ 1 
pray thee, and take oflF his head." The royal suf- 
ferer was not to be incited to rash and extravagant 
resentment ; though, in several respects, he had acted 
ill : if his faults had been great, his penitence had also 
been ^cere. He was conscious of his innocence, with 
r^ard to the crimes allied against him, by the 
malevolent Shimei. Revenge was a stranger to his 
heart — the dart of calunmy fell harmless to the ground. 
He restrained the impetuosity of his friend ; *^ What 
" liave I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah; if the 
^* Lord has permitted him to speak evil of me, who 
^^ shall say. Wherefore hast thou done so?" If we 
endeavour to acquire the same humility and meekness 
of spirit, it will sustain us through a contentious world, 
amidst the strife of tongues; our peace will not be 
much disturbed by the ill grounded ofHnions and the 
rash aq)ersions of others; we shall pass through evil 
report, as well as good report, with a complacency 
seldom interrupted^ and never totally destroyed We 
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shall always proceed under the heart-reviving con« 
aidcration, that the precipitate judgments of men wiU, 
in due time, be corrected by the just decision of 
Almigh^ God. 

We ought assiduously to cultivate the virtue wMch 
I am here recommendbg, because its direct tendency 
is to promote tranquillity and love among all orders of 
men. A proud and arrc^ant spirit is a great disturber 
of peace ; but wherever humility dwells, there is quiet<* 
neas and harmony. It banishes from domestic life att 
contention and animosity ; for how can these mischiev- 
ous foes intrude themselves, where, on all occasions, 
tiiere k a mutual condescension and desire to [dease ? 
In sociedes ^ a xxiKXt, extensive nature, should each 
C3ne, through a vain opinion fA his merits and abilities^ 
By fiom his proper sphere, and thus counteract the 
designs <^ odiers; the necessary consequence would 
be peipetual enmity and confusion. But where men 
Kvalk humbly before God, they are inclined to dis* 
charge die duties of dieir respective stations with quiet* 
^eas and fidelity ; no one thrusts himself forward to 
;krovoke tus neighbour's envy or resentment ; but all 
^straining their pursuits mthin the bounds of modera- 
:lon, the wheels of order and good government glide 
ilcvig without interruption, and a general contentment 
s diffused over the whole community. 

If we confer ourselves in the sacred character of 
Christisois ; if we reflect upon the precepts of our 
rel^on, or the example of our Lord and Master ; how 
Sagiant will be the absurdity of our conduct, to act, on 
the comm(xi occasions of life, with a supercilious and 
overbearing spirit ; and , at the same time, aeknowledge. 
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that we are obligated to imitate the behavbur of Jesuft 
Christ, and to ob^ the injunctions of ChristianiQr4 
What are the most prevailing injuncticxis of our peace 
ful religion? Which is the virtue that shines most 
con^icuously in our Lord's example ? He who is 
best acquainted with the nature and conditi(xi of men; 
who know^s what is most usefuli as well as most onuh 
mental to us, has recommended humility andlowlineai 
<tf mind, in almost every page of the sao^ Scriptuiess 
and has exemplified, in the whole course of his fifit^ 
the doctrines which he taught. Knowing tiiiat the fint 
step in the Christian progress, b a sense of our weak- 
ness and neces»ty ; and that we must fed that we m 
poor, and Uind, and wretched, before we shall be wilft 
ing to fly to him for relief; he begins the senooo on j 
the mount with^ *^ Blessed are the poop in Sfurity far 
'* theirs is the kmgdom of God.'^ He calls those pe^ 
sons blessed, who, from a thorough convictioo of thdr 
great necessities, hunger and thirst after rig^teousncsi; 
declaring that they shall be filled-^that God satisfied! 
the hungiy with good tlungs ; but sendeth the ridt 
(those who vsunly imagine they want nothing,) enqpH 
away. If we trace the steps of our Redeemer throci|g|i 
this world, when he took upon him our nature, and 
came and dwelt among us ; we find bova his birth (o 
his crucifixion, that humili^ was his constant com- 
panion. Under the pressure of sorrows too great fir 
mere mortal strength to sustain, in patience he pos- 
sessed his soul: when poor and destitute, be sup- 
pressed every complidnt ; when reviled, he reviled not 
again ; when expiring m die bitter agonies of the cross, 
he prayed for his implacable foes. And shall we pre* 
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smne to call oursdves his disciples, wlule we are 
deficient in tiiat disposition of mind \Mhich was one of 
dK principal excellendes of his perfect character? 

Sut further ; shall we not humble ourselves under 
Ae mighty hand of Grodi wh^i we take an impartial 
now of <Mir real state and condition in the first sts^ 
^our •progress ? We are beings entirely dependant 
upoo almighty power and goodness. And shall that 
person who is continually . supported by the hand of 
chari^, vunly boast of hbriches ? Upon our entrance 
iato this w(^, we are utterly incapable -ttf providing 
far ourselves; and whiie we are passing through it, we 
eveiy moment depend upon the bounty oi our Godibr 
lifi^ and health, and. every enjoyment From cHir 
earliest years we .axe prone to iniquity, and our vicious 
Iinq>eninties are too often strengthened by unrestrsuned 
iodulgence— inclined, as we are, 'tO'rush headlong into 
every sedudng snare of our great adversaiy — dialling 
seven times in a day-^violating die dictates oi con- 
nence, and the precepts ^f our holy religion— disre- 
guding God-^-^despising the foimtain of living waters, 
aid hewii^ out to ourseWes broken cisterns that can 
kid no' water. And, in this condition, was God to be 
cattreme in marking and punishing what we have done 
amiss, how fearful must be our forebodings of wrath 
and fieiy Indignation from the presence of the Lord, 
and isota the glory of his Majesty ! It is to his unde- 
served mercy that we are indebted, not only for all our 
oomforts here, but also for the blessed expectation of 
eternal happiness and glory. When wc were unable 
to help ourselves, he laid sufficient help upon One that 
JB mighty to save. He loved the world with such a free 
and dianterested love, that he sent lus only-begoltca 
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destroyed, • while we can say in the mncerity of oar 
hearts, '* We are not worthy, O Lord, of the least of 
** thy heavenly bounties; but vnth mingled joy and 
<* reverence, we know, that thy property is always to 
'^ have mercy," 
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The Excellence of Faith. 



1 JOHN V. 4, 5. 

This is tbe victory tlmt overcomech Uie worid, even our faitlr. 
Who is he that ofercometl^ the worlds hot be that beUeveth that 
Jesus is the Sod of God \ 

In eveiy part of the saered Scriptures, the excdiency 
of &tfi b eelelvatedy and the necessity tJi it pointed 
out, in order to defiml and support us in our progress 
towards die happiness <^ heaven* The Christian life is 
represented under die image <^ a warfare. We have 
to contend widi the powers of darkness, the allurements 
of a vicious worid, and tfie seducements of our own 
€orri:^tcd n^ure. Surrounded as we thus are, by fi)es 
so numerous and powerful, without the defence of this 
celestial armour, we should never be aUe to repel the 
assault; without the expectation of succour from on 
b^, we should not have resolution to sustain Itx a 
moment, the severity of the conflict The inspired 
writers, dierefore, reconunend it to us, <^ Above all 
'^ thii^ to take the stueld of faith, whereby we shall 
« be able to quench the fiery darts of our wicked 
^ adversary:'' they exhort us, <^ To fight with cheer- 
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<< fulness the good fight of fsdth, under the animating 
^^ assurance, that we shall come off more dian ooo- 
<^ querors through him who bveth us." And, m the 
same style of encouragement, St John, we find, tdb 
us, in the words of the text, that <* the victoiy which 
*< overcometh the world, is our fidth ;" and that he msf 
be said to possess this victorious faith, who *< believetfa 
** that Jesus is the Son of God." 

You will observe, that the latter part of the text is 
explanatory of the words immediately preceding. The 
apostle first asserts, that faith giveth us the victorf 
over the world; and then goes on to inform us what 
this fiiith is; << It b a belief in Jesus as tbo Son of 
^ God:" in odier words, it is bdieving in him tt the 
Messias, foretold by the prophets, and prefigured by 
the sacrifices and other rites of the law : it b beUeving 
in him as the second person in the sacred Tiimtf , 
assuming human nature, and revealmg die w31 of tiod 
to man, so that consequently all hb promises, tfarcatoi' 
ings, and precepts, must be true and wortfiy of our 
most serbus regard; it b bdievbg in turn as Ae 
Medbtor between God and man, through whom we 
have access to the Father, havkig obtained rembaon 
of our sins. And surely, it must be evident to every 
one, that the natural tendency of thb heavenly principfe 
b to make us rise superior to the worid; to give ustlic 
victory over its firowns and its allurements, by present* 
ing constantly to our view the rewards and pumshfoenU 
of a future state; and the Itfe, and death, and glorious 
resurrection of our Redeemer, in order to procure for 
us the one, and to prevent our sustsuning the other. 

In tfie prosecution of ttos <tiBCoitfse, I shall, therefore^ 
proceed to show the salutary operation 6( fiiidi, in Ae 
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various circoinstaaces of this moital IL^^ whence will 
i^ipear the tnith of St. John^s observation, diat it is 
Ae victdiy which overcometh the world; and this will 
give occasion to a few words of affectionate exhortadon^ 
by way of pflacdcal improvement. 

Scr^iture and experience teach us, that men are» 
in their beat and most penmuient estate, nothii^ more 
than strangers and sojourners here upon earth, travdling| 
througli a.iirildemess beset with numberless difficulties 
and dangers, towards a better hri>itation, a place of rest: 
the earth imder their feet is frequently barrel and 
dreary; and the heavens over their heads are often 
covered with clouds and thick darkness. In this 
fHtualion, fiuth is to be recommended, as the best com- 
forter' and surest support, under all their distresses. 
its strong eye percdves the clear heavens expanded 
beyond die surrounding gloom. To its extensive 
view temporal calamity seems to shrink, and becomes 
almost annilulated. It sees the worid and every thing 
Sn it flying swifUy away upon the wings of time. It 
launches fixth into the vast abyss of eternity, where all 
the little concerns of this world ; its i^e, pomp, and 
glory; its op[Xt»si(m, poverty, and contempt, are 
swallowed up, and lost iox ever. Whatever die dis* 
tress may be, it serves as an universal comforter : it 
gives health upon the bed of ^ckness, riches amidst 
the trials of indigence, liberty in the chains of bondage^ 
and life itself under the stroke of death. 

Things temporal are seen , they are constandy press- 
ing upon every sense^ to solicit and engross our atten* 
rion: worldly j^/l^vMiire allures us into the paths dT sin ; 
temporal )^am terrifies iis finom the perfixmance of our 
du^. But let faith become the ruling principle oi our 
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hearts, and the things which are eternal immediatdy 
gsun the ascendency. This heavenly principle teaches 
us, that the afflictions of a moment are not wordiy to be 
compared to tlie gloiy which shall' be revealed here- 
after; it seems to give us die irward, befisre our woris 
be done ; while we are carrying the cross, it sets the 
crown of glory on our heads. And as ta the seducing 
pleasures of this world, instead of those wMch are tran- 
sitory, it discloses to our view such as will never have 
an end ; instead^ of comforts which can never satkti 
tiie de^res of tfie immortal soul, it directs us to-thoss 
blessed man^ons,- where only is to be found a fidneu 
of joy; instead of this shallow cup <^ earthly enter 
tainment, which is always mixed with ah infosoo cf 
bitterness, it ^ves us drink from those rivers of plea- 
sure, which flow at the right hand of God; wfaich 
are always pure, and ever growing more and more 
delightful. 

Humble resignation to all the dispensations oi Divine 
Providence, is the necessary consequence. What 
though the mountains may shake at the tempest of the 
Lcxd ; while we see Aim in the midst of the storm, oar 
hope will not be moved! What though our duties 
may be hard, and our trisds grievous ; while we are 
satisfied that these tlungs are all under the direction of 
infinite wisdom and goodness ; while we believe^ we 
diall be established; we shall not fall nor faint, but 
endure patiendy unto the end, pursuing the footsteps 
of those primitive and heroic Christians, who, through 
faith and patience, now inherit the promises. Of these^ 
St Paul has commemorated many illustrious examples 
in the eleventh chapter of hb Episde to the Hebrews. 
Although they were stcxied, were sawn asunder, were 
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temiited, wei« sbin with the swoid ; destitute, afflicted, 
amd tormeuted; through die strength of their i^th, 
these holy men of old obtained a good report ; and 
their names ^are recorded for our admonition and 
ooounigement, that we, emulating their virtue, may 
become partakers of ithdr felicity. 

But, when the. humble Christian thus enters upon 
the performance of his duty, and seriously considers the 
magnitude of the task by which his ^soul is to be saved, 
and the jojrs of heaven obtained, he may well beffsx 
the work cf his salvation with fear and treariiiling ; he 
may well imjdfxe, with the first disciples, ^^Lord, 
'^ increase my faith!'' He feels the weakness and 
depravity of his own heai;^ ; he is sensible of the power- 
fill influence of vicbus example^ he knows how liable 
he is to be seduced into a ^violation of his Lord's com- 
mand» ^^Love not the world, nor the things of it." 
*^ How then shall he av^ the snares which lie in hb 
^^ wayf How shall he preserve himself innocent and 
^ undefiled ?" Stead&st fidtii in Jesus the Son of God, 
is the best, the only security. His Gospel offers aid 
and protection; his encouraging language is, ^'My 
^^ Spirit shall be sent down to strengthen and comfi^rt 
'< you : my grace shall be sufficient for you : through 
f< iMsj thou shalt bc/enabled to do all things ! " When 
these merciful promises are heartily embraced by a 
lively and true faith, . apparent difficulties vanbh from 
before it; alarming apprehensions are diminished in 
proportion to the stead&stness of his dependence on the 
truth and goodness of his Redeemer ; and the meek 
Christian pursues his way, through the path of virtue 
tfid religion, under these cheerbg reflections ; ^* The 
^< Lord will not leave me, nor forsake me: I liad, 
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<< indeed, utterly fiadhted in the performance of my 
<< duty, but that I believed verily to see the goodness 
^ ofthe Lord in theland of the living!" 

But, alas! such is the inherent depravi^ of human 
nature, that the best resolutions oi man, at some un- 
guarded moment, are liable to be defeated ; and die 
sincerest piety may be misled into the transgres»xi kJl 
the law cf God* Sorrow and compunction kX heart 
irill soon succeed; the clamorous consdousneBB of 
guilt will suppress all the soft whi^)ers of its fiormcr 
peace. Humble penitence may implore forgiveness, 
and promise to avdld, in future, the dangerous snare. 
But, promises of future amendment are no compensa* 
tion for past transgres^on. .Where, then, shall firafl 
mortals seek for comfort? 

It is that faith alone which embraces the Gro^pd as 
the word of everlastii^ truth, and thus fixes our hopes 
and wishes op the atcming sacrifice ofiered by the Son 
of God*-*it is that alone which can dispel these terrors, 
and speak peace and comfort to the souL For here we 
are taught, <* That on him was laid the iniquity of us 
^ all : that he is the full and perfect propitiation fiy 
^' the guilt of men: that through Asm we have redemp- 
^^ tion, even the forgiveness of our sins." When tfie 
humble penitent hears and believes these gradous 
declarations, his exulting language will be, '< Tmn 
^' again then unto thy rest, O my soul ; for the Lord 
<* hath rewarded thee ! And why ? He hath delivered 
*^ my soul firom death, mine eyes fix)m tears, and my 
« feet fixnn utterly Ming." 

While we are speaking (£ faiths as the victory that 
overcometh the world; it will not be supposed, that we 
are to pay no attention to the diings cMf /At^ kfe; diat 
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we are to overiod^ and despise all the bounties of Pro- 
vidence, which are so abundandy strewed in our way. 
This mighty Conqueror overcometh the worid, not by 
annihilating it ; but only by repressing its exorbitant 
power* And it may with truth be affirmed, that the 
man whose fidtfa raises his aflections, in a great mea* 
sure, above thb sublunary scene of things, has more 
enjoyment even in the goods of this world, than his 
unbelieving and unri^teous neighbour. What though 
his inflexible probity has not stooped to those iniquit- 
ous means of increasing his stores, which the unbeliever 
embraces without remorse? What though his bene- 
volence diffuses among the necessitous for useful pur- 
poses many superfluities, which die scornful infidd, 
having collected in fraud, dissipates in fdly? He 
enjoys what temperance requires, and he feds no pain- 
fill void. Whatever he has obtained, his acquisitions 
are unmixed with anxiety, shame, and remorse; he 
views them, and exults in consdous innocence. His 
sobriety, it must be confessed, restrains him from many 
turbulent enjoyments, in which the sons of licentiousr 
ness revd ; but then, he is much more contented in 
the just discipline of his passions. The world never 
obtains the mastay over him, because his best interest 
lies beyond the grave ; and where his treasure is, there 
will hb heart be also. 

How different is the situation of the unbelieving 
dnner, whose hopes and wishes extend not beyond the 
things of this transitory scene. In the hdght of his 
tempord proq)erity, he is like the troubled sea when 
it cannot rest ; destitute of temperance and moderation, 
his soul must be perpetually agitated : and there can- 
not be a more mdanchoty object dian such a wretch 
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struggling with affliction, the Vitter fruit of his fi>li j 
and vice. See the prodigal reduced to poverty, and 
tormented l^ disease, the immediate consequence of 
his dissipation and debauchery! See the fiaudulent 
man detected in his injustice, turned out and exposed 
to derision and contempt! See the more atrocious 
criminal shrinking from die hand of justice, ujdifted to 
take vengeance on lus s^gravated crimes! Wbenoe 
sbidl he obtain consolation and support? Not from 
"vnthin: not from the world, which has hitherto ov- 
grossed his care and affectbn : not from heaven, whik 
he remains impenitent, for there he behdds an angiy 
Judge, and has nothing to expect but fiery indignation. 
The former companions of hk crimes wiU forsake him 
in the hour of his distress. The good may [nty lus con- 
dition; but it is not in thmr power to afford him efiec* 
tual relief. The Goapd clone has provided a balm for 
his wounded spirit ; a remedy for all his maladies ; but 
tlus Gospel he has hitherto neglected and despised 
He has no faith ; and, consequently, no hand to Stretch 
forth to the merits of a crucified Saviour ; no heart to 
entreat his merciful intercession. Should there be any 
such person present, let him b^n at once to considor 
his ways ; and may God, by the blessed influence of 
his Holy Spirit, work in him mightily all tiie good plea* 
sure of his will ! May God pour down upon him the 
abundance of his mercy, f(»r^ving him those things 
whereof his conscience is afiaid; and givmg him those 
good things which he is not w<»thy to ask, but through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

If fidth, then, be a \drtue so essential to theestaUish- 
ment of our present peace, and to the attainment <^ 
future felicity, will not every considerate person be 
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desirous tx) acquire and ta retain it, until it gives place 
to perfect vision in the kingdom of glory? Far this 
purpose, let me suggest to jou three important direc- 
tions. 

In the first place, let those who are weak in &ith, 
examine the Holy Scriptures with seriousness, dili^ 
gence, and imper&dity, as contsdning the revelation of 
God's will respecting the method of our salvation : the 
subject is one oi the most important that can possibly 
engage the attention of the human mind. ^^Faitii 
^< Cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.'^ 
Consider tfie evidence l^ which this word is sup- 
ported; the purity, excellence, and comjndhensive lia- 
ture of the doctrines and precepts there inculcated ; the 
prophecies, miracles, and testimony of those who laid 
down their lives in confirmation of the truth of it. 
Imitate the noble Bereans, and search diligendy to be 
satisfied whether these things be so; and conviction 
will be the result of this candid inquiry. Since, to a 
certain degree, we have a power over the mind, so as 
to attend or not, as we think proper, to any subject pro- 
posed to our con^deraticKi ; remember, that if unbelief 
spring from the want ci due attention, you are as, 
accountable fqr, tAts^ as for any other crime. Hence it 
is, that faith is ranked with meekness, and temperance, 
and other virtues* 

2dly. Look up to heaven with deep humility of soul, 
and jmiy ferventiy for the aid of the Holy Spirit to give 
you at all times the hearing ear and the understanding 
heart ; to enlighten your darkness ; to beat down every 
rising spiritpf pride and obstinacy ; to work in you the 
meek, and docile, and affectionate disposition of chil^ 
dren ; so that on all occasions you may be ready to 
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say with the youthful Samuel, <* Speak, Lord ; for thjr 
«* servant heareth.'^ 

3dly« Enter cheerfully upoii the peHbrmalice of the 
duties which the Oospel of Jesus, the Son of God, has 
prescribed. They are so worthy of God, so conducive 
to the true honour and felicity of man, that in the keep- 
ing of them there is great reward. Setdng aside the 
future joys of heaven, there is even now attendant on 
the performance of our Christian du^, a delightful con- 
scbusness that we are acting s^reeably to our rank and 
station among intelligent beings« The more diligently 
we yield obedience to the precepts^ the more thoroughly 
shall we be convinced of the truth cH the doctrines: 
*^ If any man, says our L(»xl, will do his will, he shall 
" know of the doctrine, whether it be of God." 

Ye, whose hearts are established in this faith, are to 
be congratulated on your happy condition. Walk 
worthy of your holy profession ; and let faith have its 
perfect work in bringing forth all the fruits of a virtuous 
and godly life. Under the influence of this heavenly 
principle, let it be evident that you have obtained the 
victory over the world. Let not the pomps and vanities, 
the gaudy shows, the debasing pleasures of this cor- 
rupted world, divert your thoughts and affections finom 
the great concerns of futurity. Let not the distresses 
wliich you are doomed to encounter in this scene of 
trial, diminish your trust. in the wisdom and goodness 
of Providence : say not, ^< I lia ve cleansed my heart in 
** vain, and washed my hands in innocency." Rather 
remember the " years of the right hand of the Most 
'^ Highest;" and let faith be your support and conso- 
lation : " let it be unto you, the substance of things 
** hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen." 
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Let the awful objects of the eternal world, which can 
€ contemplated oidy by the eye of faith, induce you 
> walk humbly before God. Conner the misery that 
aay be endured, or the felicity that b to be obt^ed; 
od surely, you will take every step with holy rever- 
noe; you will work out your salvation with fear and 
mibling. This is the disposidon which most be- 
omes depraved and erring mortals. The meek and 
iwly heart b prq)ared for fresh communications of 
race and heavenly benediction: thb is the soil which 
\ rendered most fruitful by the streams of loving* 
indness, that are ever flowing from the great source 
f life and joy. The unaspiring valley b refreshed, 
rhile the lofty and rugged mountain remains barren 
Dddry. 

It b thb divine &itfa which leads the Christian to 
ie merits of hb Redeemer for acceptance in the sight 
F God : '< Of him,'' says the aposde to some oi the 
rimitive Christians^ ^^ are ye in Chrbt Jesus, who of 
God b made unto us wisdom, and righteousnesSp 
and sanctificatiion, and redempticm: that accor^ng 
as it b written, he that glorieth, let him glory in tlie 
Lord." Blessed condition of the true believer ! By 
sense of divine justice kept from presumption, and 
y mercy kept from despair, hb course of virtue and 
lety b easy and uniform. The worst state of thb 
lortal Ufe b not void of consolation, and even the last 
tage of it b stripped of its terrors: For why should 
le soul of that man be cast down and disquieted with- 
I him, who b kept by the power of God through faith 
Dto salvation ? Let the unrighteous infidel then, be 
ersuaded to become wise; let him see the things 
hich belong to his peace ; and he will at once acknow- 
Vol. IL 10 
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Icdgdj that in the waj of rd^ioas wisdom is Ufe, 
in ^e pathway thereof there is no death. And^ 

Let these considerations encourage humble bdiei 
to persevere in the good way which they have dKX 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
them not be ai^uuned (^Christ and of his words; 
ratfier endeavour the more strenuously to adorn 
doctrine of God their Saviour in all thmgs. A i 
and wicked world may sometimes employ ridic 
'-Mb: ^'^ sometimes scoffs and insults, to divert 'them fi 

^W, Ae puri^ and amplicity of the Gospel ; but let tl 

not be moved by any of these things. Ignorant 
impious men may reject their principles, and do 
Iheir conduct; but God iqpproves, and his approba' 
will last for ever; it is tiie ooly sure foundatio: 
present peace and future felid^. B*the love of pr 
be natural to die human mind, why should we s 
honour (me of another, and entire^ disregard i 
which cometh from God alone? WhyshouUwel 
the praise of &Hible and prejudiced men, more t 
Aat of God, who, on ail occa^ons, is guided by 
erring truth? T^ey wham he commends, must 
really esdmable: he will protect those whom he kn 
he will guide diem by Ms wisdom, and in due t 
recdve them into lus glory. Then, before an asM 
bled universe of intelligent beings, reUgious wm 
will be justified of all her children, as she will pitx 
fordiem tfie final approbatbnc^thdr Judge, <<Coi 
^ ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom ] 
" pared for you." 
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SERMON Vn. 



The persuasive Calls of God to Mm. 



f. BEVELATION iiL 30. 

t 

1^ Behold, I stand at the door and knoek : if any man bear my voice^ 

5. md open the door, I wiH come in to liini|aBd will sap with Ami, 

p and be with me. 

^ . 

I OT.John, the author of this book, survived all the 

^ ott^r apostles; and the Revelation, which was made 

: by Jesus Christ to this faithful and beloved servant, 

i concludes the canon of sacred Scripture. He b directed 

^ to write to the angels or bishops of the seven principal 

diurcbes in the lesser Asia; and to give them advice, 

commendation, or correction, as their respective cir- 

^cmnstances required* The last of these Epistles is 

mrkten ^ unto the angel of the Church of the Laodioe- 

^ aas,'* who is reproved for his lukewarmness, and fior 

hm piide and adf-suflkiency in supposing that he was 

licli^ and had need of nothing; when, in reality, he was 

wretched, and miserable, and blind, and naked. In 

diis deplorable condition, he is counselled by our Lord, 

(who styles himself the true and faithful witness) to 

seek more acdendy a pure and permanent treasure; 
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^< Buy of me gdd tried in the fire, that thou mayest be 
^< rich ; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothedi^ i 
He is threatened with deserved chastisement for his fir- 
mer omissions ; but, at the same time, is assured, tfatf 
the rod of punishment, in the hand of God, is guided 
by affection-^^^ As many as 1 hve I rebuke and das- 
'* ten ; be zealous, therefore, and repent ;" diat At 
Ibenevdent intentions of our Lord are not defeated fay 
the first ungrateful opposition ; and that the mediodB 
which are pursued to reclaim an offending mortal, ve 
various and long continued : ^^ Behold, I stand at die 
^< door and knock: if any m^ hear my voice, aod 
^< open the door, I will come in to him, and will sof 
^^ with him, and he with me." 

From these words, thus introduced, we ma;^ observe, 
in the first place, that although our benevolent Locd 
is offended with the tran^essions of men, yet he does 
not immediatdy give them up to the error of their ways, 
but employs all the means which are suited to the 
nature of free and rational creatures, to reclaim them, 
to render them obedient, and ccxisequently happy. 
He solicits their attention, by his works, his word, ^ 
influoices of his Holy Spirit, and the dispensatioiis of 
his providence. 

From the creation of the world, the invisible tUngs 
of the great Creatcn*, even his eternal power and god- 
head, might have been clearly seen. So that when men 
became vsdn in their imaginations ; when their foolish 
heart was so darkened, that they changed the truth of 
God into a lie, and served the creature more than Ae 
Creator who is blessed for ever ; they were altogether 
without excuse. He might, in just judgment, have 
jgiven them over entirely to a reprobate naind, and not 
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displayed the riches of his goodness, and fcM'bearance, 
and long*suffering, in order to lead them to repentance. 
But God, in our present state of probation, deals not 
urith men according to their sins, nor rewards them im- 
tnediately, acccnrding to the real demerit of their iniqui- 
ties. When the world sat in darkness and the shadow 
of death, he was graciously pleased to send forth the 
light of truth from on high, to dispel the surrounding 
gloom. In times past, he spoke unto the Others by 
Moses and the prophets ; and hath, in these last days^ 
spoken unto us by Christ and his holy apostles. And # 
what an extensive, what a strong and wonderfully well 
connected chain of truth runs through the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testament ! How accurately, how 
gloriously is the whole building founded, and framed, 
and joined together, though the workmen have been so 
numerous, and employed in so many different ages of the 
world! Here the man of God is Uioroughly furnished 
unto all good worics. To establish our belie/l miracles 
are fidthfiilly recorded, and prophecies exactly fulfilled. 
To enfighten our ignorance^ we have clear and compre- 
hen^ve precepts, a pure and perfect law. To animate 
our hope^ we have great and precious promises. To 
alarm our Jears, there are grievous denunciations of 
tribulation and anguish. And to quicken all our virtu- 
ous exertions, there is the offer of a great reward, ex- 
pressed in the strong language of rivers of pleasure; 
2L crofwn of gbry : a perfection of jot/j of which (under 
the present infirmities of our nature,) it hath not entered 
into the heart of man to coned ve. These things were 
written for our admonition and comfort, upon whom 
the ends of the world have come ; and it is expressly 
xxmunanded in the words immediately succeeding the 
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text, " He that hath an ear, let him hear what the S[irit 
" suth unto the churches." In the sacred ScripCint^ 
God is continuaUy speaking to us; be stands at tlN 
door and knocks— he demands our serious attentioD-* 
he solicits admission to the purest a^cliaa of onr 
hearts. By all the promises of his mercy, by all te 
threateningsof lus wrath, by the most powerful motivei 
that can be brought to operate upon the nunds ti 
reasonable beings, he expostulates with the heedtev 
and refiactory— « How long, ye ^n^>Ie ones, will ye 
" love simplici^ ! How long will the scomers ddig^ 
" in their scorning! The Lord wailethy that be my 
*' be gracious unto you. Turn ye at my reproof^ £ii 
*( tablish a covenant of peace and ami^ with ne* 
** Become my peofde, and I will be your God.** 

That the admonitions cS his word may have thdr 
fiill we^t and efficacy, our graoous Lord &itfaer 
solidts our attention and regard, by the operatioiu of 
lus Holy Spirit. This is the peculiar ^scovery of the 
glorious Gospel ; and it is a doctrine full of comolatiiaa 
and encouragement to infirm and ignorant moftab. 
The same divuie Comfixter, wbo was promised hj 
Christ to the prinutive disdf^ still continues U 
opcntc among the servants c^ God; be extends Ih 
sacred influences over the whole Christian Church ; he 
is given to every man to profit withal ; and, whatevcz 
our sfuritual necea^^ may be, in all cases be helpelh 
our infirmities. TUs great Agent in the kfaigdom of 
^ Redeemer, enlightens our understandti^, purifies 
our affiKtkns, shows us what is really good, nd 
prompts us to pursue it. To stimulate us in the pro- 
secutioD of our true bqipiness, he inqnrts, tt proper 
scMons, fresh and ilaiost ineastibk channs to the 
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Bsdve beauties of truth and virtue; and to deter us 
fimn ttie pernicious gratifications oF sm, he occasionally 
ffisturfos our &tai repose, and adds keener pangs to the 
lemorse of a polluted conscience* But these suds of 
die Divine Spirit are imparted in such a manner, as 
not to vidate the fireedom of our will; and, of course, 
not to disqualify us fix becomii^ the pn^r subjects 
of punishment <Mr reward. He opens our hearts to 
attend to the truth; but this assistance supersedes not 
the necessity of our own exertions. He invites by 
gentle persuaaon, and not compels by resistless vio- 
lence. He does not drive us, like senseless machmes ; 
but in the character of a cheering fiiend, accompanies 
us in our way to heaven. Quench not, therefore, the 
suggestions oi tins heavenly Visitant. When he per- 
suades, devoutiy listen; when he invites, cheerfully 
obey. They only who are led by the Spirit are the 
sons of God. 

Again; our Loid calls us to a more intimate com- 
munion with himself ; to a more habitual acknowledg- 
ment of his supreme donunion over us, by the common 
taA daily dispensations of his wise [urovidence. When 
die children of Israel were journeying towards the land 
of promise, Moses ^ves them this exhcvtation, ** Thou 
^ shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God 
^ led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to hum- 
^ Ue thee, and to prove thee, to know what w^ in 
^ dune heart, whethar thou wouldest keep his com- 
^ mandments, or no.'' And this is still the benevolent 
intention dT all his dbpensaticms towards us, while we 
are travelling to a place of rest. Though we are not 
80 miraculously conducted by the visible interposition 
of lus great power and glory, we are, nevertheless, his 
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people, and the sheep of his pasture. The man of 
humble piety, in every object around him, discovers a. 
present Deity: he acknowledges the superintCDdiog, 
power of God in all his ways: he has the jnllar of a, 
cloud by day, and of fire by night, to ccmduct Um 
through the wilderness of this y/oAd. But they^ wba 
perversely harden their hearts and blind their eyes, 
perceive not the guiding hand of the Almighty. To 
persons of this sort, our benevolent Parent repeatedly 
calls — *^ My people are bent to backsliding bom me. 
*' How shall I give thee up, Ephraim ? How shall I. 
*^ deliver thee, Israel ? Mine heart is turned witiua 
** me ; my repentings are kindled together. I will not 
<^ execute the fierceness of mine anger ; I wiU not 
*^ return to destroy Ephraim ; f(»: I am God, and not 
*^ man." With these compassionate sendmcnts, he, 
firom time to time, endeavours to awaken our attentioOy, 
and to prove what is in our hearts, whether we wiQ 
keep his commandments or not. He tries our pious 
emotions of thankfulness and wonder, by the commoQ 
bounties of nature, by the wisdom and goodness which,., 
are displayed in every part of the creation, and by tlle^ 
magnificence c^ the whole de^gn. He proves our., 
patience and resignation, by defeating some fiivouiite 
scheme, or inflicting some unexpected distress. He . 
solicits our gradtude by some signal blessing, or. 
some unexpected deliverance fiiom impending calamity* 
This merciful invitation is implied in every dispeasatinn 
of his providence—^' O that my people would hear my 
*^ vcHce, and learn, and perform the words of my law; 
'^ that I might do them good in thdr latter end." 

Another observation which naturally arises from the 
%vonls of die text, is tins; in our present state of pro- 
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bation, God deals widi us as rational creatures and free 
agents; not impelling us by absolute authority and 
inresistible force, but inviting us to happiness, and 
deterring us from misery, by persuasion and tfireatening; 
by promises of reward, and iienunciations of punish- 
ment. When it is said, ^* ijTany man hear my vcnce, 
^ and open the door, I will come in to him," the words 
necessarily imply, that there is a pos^bility of our 
rejecting the gracious offer of his love; that we may 
refuse to listen to the calls of mercy ; that we may keep 
the door of our hearts shut against the solicitations of 
our best friend, who comes to bring us joy and peace. 
Our disobedience is voluntary ^ and therefore our pun- 
lAment is not arbitrary nor unjust. 

Some, from early neglect, or an ill-dirccted educa- 
tion, entertain unreasonable prejudices against all the 
daims of revealed religion. Some, through long and 
immoderate indulgence in sensual gratifications, have 
fidlen into a state of inattenti(xi, and almost insensibiliQr, 
inth respect to every religious concern. Some are so 
cpgerly engaged in die pursuits of wealth and ambition, 
ttat they vainly imagine they have not time to turn, 
ind listen to the gentle invitations of divine mercy. 
It may easily be imaged, that persons of this sort will 
find litde difficult in refusing admission to a guest, 
Who would impede their vicious pursuits, and disturb 
4ie whole system of their present enjoyment. God 
aometimes arrests the dinner in his mad career, by 
miraculously interposuig his strong hand and mighty 
vm. But let not the wicked man presume, and build 
Us hopes of securi^ upon such a deviation from the 
eatabli^ied order of things. If he will not attend to 
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die dictates of reas<»iT and icAlow that ^it whicb 
Ughteth every man who comes into the world; if fae 
will not weigh with candour and impartialiQ' die pre- 
tensonsof our holy reU^on; if he stifle the aiigge» 
' tions of that good spirit which {oompts him to rqient- 
ance; il the prospect of evcrl^ting wretchedness, v 
inexi»ts»ble fielicitf , has no influence upon Ins coodoct; 
be must not expect, that, for his sake, a miracle will be 
vroug^t — he must not ima^e, that, like Elijah, fae iriB 
be taken up to heaven by violence, in a chuiot aS in. 
He rensts the motives to obedience, whidi are bol 
ad;^)ted to the nature of rational beings, who are to be 
responsUile for their conduct His oondemnatioQ| 
therefore, will be just He will hare no ^it to oooh 
plain, when he bcw3 dnrt dreadful sentence, " Beeauae 
** I tsve called, and ye refused ; I have atretched out 
•* my hand, and no man regarded ; but ye have act tt 
*' nought all my counsel, and weuld none of n^ n- 
"proof: I alse will laugh at your calamity; IwiUn 
** when your fear cometh." 

If, therefore, it be left to our own discretiaa, e: 
to receive or reject the oSeis of divine mocy; anii, , 
coisequently, we are proper subjects for reward or pui> 
ishment ; let us abhor diat which is evil, and cleave H 
that which is good. Since we are called upm, in tlil 
day of grace and salvation, to choose whom we d 
Serve, let us detcnnine, with Joshua, to serve the Lad 
our God. Happy wilt be the result of this detentt- 
nation. 

For ^ve observe, in Ae last plaoe, the gradoBi 
|tfT>mise of our Lord, conveyed in the concluding w 
ofthctextt '*Ifany manhearmy TtMCCf and opeoAe 
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^ door, I win come in to him, and will nip with hm^ 
^ and he with m^." Blessed is that soul which enjoys 
thb Ultimate communion with the greatest and best of 
an Bebgs! To be caUed the frietd of God, was a 
distinguishing a|^>dlation of the patriarch Abraham ; 
but our gracious Lord has said to aU Mi dUseiples^ 
** Ye are mt/Jnnids^ if ye do what I command you.** 
What manner of love is this ! What astonislung con- 
descension is here displayed to aU those who receive 
and obey the Gospel ! He who is the Head ci all 
principalis and power, reveab himself to us in the 
character of a companion, a friend, and Ix-other. Ms 
fidthful people are connected together in the bcxids of 
tmity and love : nor is the union less intimate with Mm^ 
who is the Head of the Church, and from whom the 
whole body derives nourishment and strengths This 
heavenly intercourse is carried on by meditation ; by 
prayer; by receiving the holy commumon ; bv ^tearing 
the word of God and obeying it, from a real ^inciple 
of piety. The requbite qualifications, on our part, are 
/fiuth, humility, gratitude, and love. The happy con' 
'sequences are these ; we are more and more assimilated 
to the divine nature; the same mind dwells in us, 
wtuch was also in Christ Jesus. We grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour. We 
have a leader, under whose guidance our spiritual 
adversaries wiU in the end be effectually subdued. 
We have a friend to support us under every perplexity ; 
and, in aU our temporal calamities, to inspire us with 
an inward and spiritual joy, which is unspeakable and 
ftdl of gkxy. This happy state of the saints and 
-aervants of God is thus described in the strong and 



L ^^.••■j . .^: ■ 



84 . The persuasive Calls Sermoo 7. 

beautiful langu^ of the Psalmist: *' The Lord is 
<^ my Shepherd, therefore can I lack nothing. He 
'* feeds me in green pastures, and leads me forth 
<^ beside the waters of comfort. He anoints my head 
*' with oil, and my cup runneth over. His loving- 
<' kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
^< my life : and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
" for ever.'* 

Since, dierefore, the great Author of our reiigioD 
continually calls us to serious consideration and amend- 
ment of life, by the msUiifestations of his power and 
goodness in the works of creation, by the admonitions 
of his word, by the suggestions oi his Spirit, and by 
the daily di^ensations of his Providence ; let us be 
persuaded to attend to the heavenly call. Take heed, 
brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of 
unbelief. Cherish every religious impression wiuch 
may at^y time be made upon yoV souls. When 
God speaks, be not so inconsiderate as to turo 
disrespectfully away. When he offers to weak and 
unworthy mortals, life and immortality, be not so 
thoughdess and ungrateful as to spurn the bles^ 
from you. 

Lafe and death are now placed before you. Tbc 
way of virtue and piety leads to life ; but, the wise 
jam assures us, that the paths of sin go down to the 
gates of death. You may choose freely ; and accord^ 
ing to the choice which you make, you will be puo^ 
ished or rewarded ; you will be miserable or happy fior 
ever. 

Blessed is that man who, rejecting all other depend- 
ence, seeks the peculiar friendship and protection of 
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Sod, as his best portion, and most permanent inherit^ 
ince« In life, he will want nothing Aat is really good ; 
in the valley of the shadow of death, he will have a 
rod and a staff to comfort him ; he will go from strength 
to strength, till he appears before God in Sion. 



SERMON Vin. 



The Nature J Necessity^ and Advantages of Tnul in 

God. 



PSALM zzzvii. 5. 
Commit thy way unto the Lord, and put thy trust in hut 

X HAT 'we are creatures entirely dependent upon 
God; that in him we live, and move, and have oar 
being, and that we ought to be sen^ble of this our 
dependent state, is a truth which, it is to be supposed, 
none of us, in a moment of serious consideration, wA 
be inclined to deny. Whenever they speak of tfwr 
creation, preservation, and the various blessings of dm 
life, all the holy men of old, whose praise is recorded 
in Scripture, ascribe every blessing to the superintend- ] 
ing care and goodness of God : their common language 
is, <^ He hath given me life, and his visitation hath pl^ 
*^ served my spirit. It is of the Lord's mercies that ive 
'* are not consumed. He openeth his hand, and filleih 
^^ all things living with plenteousness. Trust in Um 
" for ever, and he will be thy strength. Casttfay Ctft 
" upon him, for he careth for thee. Commit thy wajr 
<< unto him, and he will guide thee by hb presence^ 
<< and conduct thee to glory.*' 
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hanges and chances to which, in every age, this 
aortal life has been subject ; he i^ects on the various 
scidents which have occurred in the {nrogrcss of his 
mn earthly pilgrimage; and the result c^all his medi- 
itions is, a deep sense, an humble acknowledgment 
lat God is every where present ; that be ruleth over 
tie inhabitants of the earth, as well as among the armies 
f heaven ; that he is about our path and about our 
•ed, and spieth out all our ways; diat from the riches 
f his mercy proceed our life, and health, and all things 
rhich we so abundantly enjoy. Such sentiments are 
iiited to the nature of man, and they necessarily pr&- 
ominate in every sober and reflecting mind : deeply 
npressed with them, let us acknowledge that gratitude 
I due for the smallest bounty of heaven, since it is 
onferred upon such unworthy creatures ; that no sin 
\ to be deegied unimportant, since it b committed 
gainst a Parent so full of long-suffering, goodness, and 
coder mercy« 

It must, however, be observed, that to commit our 
ray unto the Lord ; in all circumstances, to seek his 
luidance, and humbly to depend upon his protection. 
Ices not imply that we are to relax our own endeavours, 
n prosecuting our w(H'ldly business in that state of life 
into which it has pleased God to call us. We are fear« 
iUy and wonderfully made. Our benevolent Creator 
as imparted the light of reason, and superadded the 
id of his blessed Spirit ; he has given us rational soub 
) think, and bodies to execute his righteous com- 
lands ; and it is only while we are exerting the facui- 
es with which he has endowed us, that we can expect 
is blessing. Let us, therefore, rise to the vigorous 
erfiarmance of all the duties incumbent upon us ; 
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and then, we may call upon die name of the Lord oar 
God, and he will hear us. Whatever our worUfy 
occupation may be, under a lively impr^ion bS the 
divine care and benediction, we shall prosecute it uitb 
more diligence and cheerfulness: in every situation of 
human life, a sense of the awful presence of the Dei^ 
will produce in us a propriety of deportment: die 
insolence of prosperity will be corrected, and the paiv 
of advendty rendered much less severe. 

Such is the nature of that great duty to which we 
are exhorted by the Psalnust in the text ; the necesdtg 
of it cannot be disputed, whether we consider die 
attributes of the Deity, or our own rank and conditioa 
among created beings. He is perfectly wise, and 
powerful, and good ; he is our Father, our constant 
Benefactor, our Lawgiver, and he will hereafter be our 
Judge : we are weak, and ignorant, and sinf uL Doei 
die helpless child stand in need of parental oare aq^ 
protection ? Does the sick man anxiously apply fir 
the aid of the physician? Does the benighted and 
bewildered traveller wish for a &ithful guide to extricate 
him from his difficulties ? Does the criminal humbly 
implore the clemency of his judge ? And shall not 
weak, and diseased, and erring, and condemned nun, 
dirow himself entirely upon the mercy and loving- 
kindness of his God ? Shall he not, without reserve^ 
commit his way unto the Lord, as to the guide who 
alone can conduct him in safety through the perikMS 
journey c^life ? We are set in the midst of so many 
and great dangers, that by reason of the frailty of our 
mortal nature, we cannot stand upright ; in the num- 
berless perplexities which surround us, of ourselves 
we are not able to help ourselves ; without die divine 
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;race and benediction, among deprliTed mortals no- 
bing is strong, notlung is holy. Let us, then, look up 
o God, the mercifal protector of all those who put their 
rust in him ; he will be our ruler and guide, and will 
o conduct us through things temporal, that we shall 
Lnally lose not the things which are eternal. 

Happy are the people who are in such a case ; yea, 
ilessed are the people, who in this manner, have 
he Lord for their God I They who thus put thdr 
rust in him, who voluntarily surrender themselves to 
lis service; they who are desirous to preserve hii 
leculiar favour by a patient continuance in well-doing ; 
bey who devoutly acknowledge his superintending 
Are in every step of their progress, and are grateful 
iven for the least of all his mercies ; they who walk 
arcumspectly from a thtnuugh convicdon that they 
annot escape from his presence ; they who even in 
heir wwldly business are not dotbful, but are fervent 
n spirit from a consciousness 'that they are serving the 
Lrf)rd : those persons who thus abide under the shadow 
if the Almighty, who thus trust in the Lord Jehovah 
or ever, have indeed an everlasting strength j their 
riumphant language is, " The Lord is my strength 
• and my shield, my heart tnisteth in him, and I am 
' helped : my heart danceth for joy, and in my song 
' will I praise lum !" Let us be careful to chmsh in 
inr bosoms this great principle of virtue, this copious 
KHirce of the sweetest conscdadon. Commit thy way 
mto the Lord; put HOff trust in him, and thou wilt be 
reserved finm «U evil. Under tfie influence (X this 
lisposition, tliou mk be kept back from Ae commis- 
Bon of nn. When hrardkiate appetite pmses hard 
upon the rrin which cantrds it; tthoi Aeworid^ircads 
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ks dangerous allurements, and Satan his insidious 
snares, the steady determination will be, '^ Grod b dK 
<* strength of my heart, and my best portion for ever: 
^' how then can I -do this wickedness, and sin agunst 
" him ?» 

In all the vicissitudes of thb mortal life, trust m Chi 
is the never-failing source of calmness and content- 
ment : it makes every burden light, every service a 
perfect freedom ; if it do not entirely pluck out tlie 
thorns of adversity, it will most assuredly mitigate the 
anguish of the wound. Let this heavenly affiance enter 
die most gloomy cell of wretchedness, and instantlf 
glory will shine around it : the languid head of sicknesi 
will be raised, poverty will cease to murmur, sighs of 
sorrow will be changed into notes of praise ; the soog 
of &ith will be, ^^ The Lord loveth those whom he 
<< chasteneth ; he will make all thmgs work tc^etber 
'^ for good : he will cause the short affliction of t 
*' moment to be conducive to the attainment of a fisr 
" more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 

Happy is the lot of the humble and faithful Christian ! 
How fuU of comfort and confidence must that heart be, 
which can disburden all its cares, and fears, and dis- 
tresses upon God, that affectionate Parent, who wiK 
unquestionably, in due time, and in the most expe^tient 
manner, supply all the wants of his people, protect 
them from harm, deliver them from trouble, and send 
a blessing upon all their good endeavours 1 If, in the 
perplexities of the world, we deffa ourselves happy in 
the advice and consolation of an earthly friend, what 
can be more cheering to the soul, than the stead&st 
persuaMon that our concerns are all intrusted to the 
management of tiiat Friend, with whom is no variable- 
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r shadow of tumii^ ; that Friend, so faithful, so 
late, so able, and, at the same time, so entirdy 
d to do us good ! 

»ng other advantages resulting to the good man 
due compliance with the precept of the text, it 
ne oi the least, that he is thereby enabled to 
e shafts of calumny and unjust reproach : thus 
Imist proceeds to assure us ; *' Put thy trust in 
and he shall brii^ it to pass : he shall make 
ighteousness as dean as the Ught, and thy just 
ig as the noon-day." The foul breath of oUoquy 
or a litde while, sully the lustre of the purest 
^ ; but, ere long, it will shine forth with un- 
I splendour. Let injured virtue, therefcx'e, listen 
iage advice of the sacred penman ; ** Hold thee 
in the Lord, and abide patently upon him; 
e not at him whose way doth prosper, agsunst 
lan that doeth after evil counsds. Leave off 
wrath, and let go displeasure ; fret not thyself, 
ihalt thou be moved to do evil." A just dis- 
Ltion will soon be made; "for wicked doers 
be rooted out ; but they who patiently abide the 
, shall inherit the land of unccxrupted truth and 
ct felicity." 

lonclude; let us be persuaded " to commit our 
unto the Lord, and to put our trust b him ;" 
?, when every other suppcHrt fails, this will be 
St and unmoveable. The solemn moment is 
)roactung, when thy earthly friends will not be 
r minister any effectual consolaticm : then, the 
ivill be found a broken staff to those who lean 
: thy beauty will &de ; thy strength will decay ; 
lies will disappear. In this destitute condition, 
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what can support tlie sinking soul ? While unhappf 
sinners find that they have been tculing for that w 
satisfieth not, and feel themselves forsaken at this a 
period of thdr utmost need; they who, by padeot 
continuance in wdi-doing, have made God their 
will have a rod and a staff put into their hands to sup> 
port tiiem through the valley of die shadow of deatht 
The everlasting arms beii^ spread under them, tbef 
will lie down to rest, with the blessed expectation oT 
joyful resucrectbn to glory, and honour, and im 
tality. 
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SERMON IX. 



'The World is apt to esteem what God abominates. 



LUKE xvi. 15. 

That which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the 

sight of God. 

J. HIS declaration of our blessed Redeemer, who was 
full of grace and truth, ought to humble the pride of 
the human heart; to make us sensible of the difficulty 
of forming a right judgment in all things ; to apprize 
Us of the danger to which we are continually exposed^ 
of being misled I^ prejudice and passion in our 
opinions respecting the ajliirs of this world — the real 
value of earthly things, and the true merit of human 
conduct 

The words of the text were addressed to the haughty 
3ttid hypocritical Pharisees. They assumed the appear- 
ance of rigid mortification and scrupulous sanctity; 
they were nevertheless extravagantly fond of the pomp 
and power of this world ; they were more scJicitous to 
secure the applause of men, than to gain the approbation 
rf heaven : as we are informed in some of the precef'ing 
verses of this chapter, they were covetous^ notwiih- 
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standing all their affectation of abstraction from tbt 
world; they heard our Lord's discourses, but they 
derided him because he exposed their hypocrisy an^ 
pride ; and this extorted from him the severe rebuke^ 
** Ye arc they which justify yourselves before ma? 
'^ but God knoweth your hearts : for that which 
^' highly esteemed among men is abomination in the 
" sight of God." 

Thus we learn, that these words of our Lord refer 
to a particular case; to the situation of the PhariaeeSi 
wIk), by rigorous attention to the external ceremonies 
of their religion, imposed upon the people, and obtained 
credit for virtues which they by no means possessed^ 
and, of course, while they were justified by men^ were 
condemned by the righteous judgment of God; while 
they were highly esteemed by those who can look only 
at tlie surface of things, they were held in abominadan 
by him who knoweth tlie motives tliat actiKite die 
heart. 

But, it may be observed of many other objects cf 
human pursuit, that in the eye of right reason, theyaic 
of little value, perhaps highly prejudicial—^* that which 
** is much esteemed among men, is of no estimation h 
« the sight of God." It sluiU be tlie business of the 
following discourse, by various instances, to exemplify 
the truth of this observation ; and then to draw fit)m it 
some practical improvement. It is the perfection of 
wisdom, to know our true felicity, and to employ the 
most effectual means for the attainment of it But^ 
through the fatal influence of sin, the light of man's 
understanding is obscured, and the rectitude of his wiU 
perverted : in many cases, he perceives not his real 
interest; and, it too often happens, that c\'en when he 
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knows the good, he is not inclined to pursue it Look 
Bound the worid : a scene of perplexity and tumult is 
presented to our view : every where we behold men 
in great commotion, with subtilty supplanting, with 
fiolence assaulting, with cruel^ oppressing each other : 
iD eagerly engaged in the prosecuticm of some favourite 
bcheme; and all apparently determined, at every hazard, 
to accomplish thdo* purposes. But, wliat are commonly 
fte objects of these ardent affections, these violent 
{Kirsuits? Will not dispas^onate reason say, " They 
9 may be highly esteemed among men ; but surely, in 
Y the sight of God they are of litde estunation." To 
inan, who was made for immortality, of what real value 
»e all the stores of wealtli, the ensigns of power, the 
glitter of parade, the fickle shouts of applause, which 
be may now enjoy? These relate only to this perish- 
fiUe body, which must soon t^e deposited in the grave : 
tbey can eflfect us only in time; and we must soon 
enter iipon an unchangeafaile eternity. Yet these fleet- 
jng possesions engage the affections, and influence the 
jMnduct of the greater part ot' mankind : they prompt 
IP the commis^on pf every crime ; they banish, for 
^ most part, present tranquillity of mind ; and, they 
have no fiivourable aspect on futurity : we need not, 
dierefore, hesitate tp conclude, that they are ^' abomi" 
;' nation in the sight of God.^^ His conunandment 
is, ^Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
< him only shalt thou serve:"- but mammon is the 
rod of this world. This is the golden image which 
las been set up by human folly ; and nadons and lan- 
guages fell down and worship. Before this &lse god, 
11 kinds of music are heard to play; the trumpet 
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sounds the dreadful signal to war and slaughter, and 
the psaltery and dulcimer invite to luxury and wanlOD 
dis^pation. 

To break the fetters of servitude, to escape from tbe 
rod of the oppressive tyrant, to secure the freedo m aod 
felicity of civil society, are unquestionably noUe esor- 
lions of the generous mind. But, if there be tnidi in 
the intimations of reason, and the express declantioos 
of Revelation, ^^ that we must hereafter render m 
<* account of the deeds done in the body ; that vice 
^< will be miserable, and virtue for ever happy ;" of 
how little importance is it, to secure our temford 
interests, to the total neglect of our everlasting oath 
cems ; to call ourselves free, while we. are tlie slaves of 
vice ; to have the liberty of acting as we please on I 
earth, only to precipitate ourselves the more speedily 
into the pit of utter darkness, where there is wecjHng, 
and wailing, and gnashing of teeth. 

Were we to form our opinion from the general 
tenour of human conduct, we must necessarily con- 
clude it to be a very prevalent sentiment among ma^ 
<^ that if the end be laudable, it will sanctify the nuxt 
" iniquitous means.** But, in the estimation of dis- 
passionate reason, in the sight of God, nothing can 
justify unrighteousness and cruelty ; nothing can ex- 
cuse die folly of attempting to advance our temporal 
well-being, by the corruption and the consequent 
wretchedness of the immortal soul. Let us, therefore, 
in the course of our conduct, take heed, not only that 
our intentions be upright; but that the means 9ldo 
which are employed for the accomplishment of them 
be pure and laudable. Let us ever remember, that 
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what is abomination in the dght of God, is in truth of 
little value, although it may be highly esteemed among 
men. 

If we proceed one step fardier, and turn our attention 
upon the qualities of the human mind, here also we 
shall find, in too many instances, die declaration of the 
text verified-->many things pass for virtues and ex- 
cellences among men, which are odious to a righteous 
and merciful God« 

What sort of knowledge commonly commands the 
most respect, and is in die highest estimation amcmg 
men ? Is it that meekness of vrisdomj which delights 
more to retire firom the confusion of the world, and in 
privacy to cultivate die good affections of the heart, 
than to mingle in the turbulent scenes of life, and to 
employ all the arts of controlling and directing the 
storms of human affiurs ? Is it that heavenly science, 
by which we are instructed to acquire the riches of 
divine grace, and thrones of immortal glor}% rather than 
the mammon of unrighteousness, or seats of temporal 
authority ? The children of this world may be wiser 
in their generation than the children of light : they may 
lay tiieir plans witii more art, and prosecute them with 
more ardour: they may attract greater attention, and 
command more of the applause of every bystander. 
But, how transitory and perishable are the best acqui- 
sitions of this worldly wisdom ! The fruit can scarcely 
be tasted, before the tree withers and dies. When the 
skill of the politician has ceased to direct the move- 
ments of civil society ; when the imagination of the 
poet has ceased to wander over fields of enchantment ; 
when the eloquence of the orator no longer commands 
the passions of his audience ; the true wisdom which 
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mends holiness: the one prizes the aj^use of hb. 
fellow-mortals ; the other directs us to prefer the praise 
of God: the one admires shining talents; the other 
commends humble virtues : man wishes for a long life 
in this world, furnished with all temporal accommo- 
dations ; God calls our principal attention and care lo 
the securing of a happy eternity : man pursues .the 
vanities of die earth ; God commands us, before aU 
things, to seek the substantial glcM'ies of heaven. And 
shall we not listen to the voice of boundless merqr 
and unerring truth? Let us be ever on our guaid 
against these deceptions into which we are so liable to 
fall ; and, with this view, let the following directions be 
so deeply impressed upon our hearts, as to influence 
our conduct. 

1st. Let us ever remember, that the God whom wf 
*serve b truth itself; that infinite wisdom cannot be 
deceived ; that boundless mercy cannot deceive others} •■».. 
from him is derived whatever truth is to be found fa^ 
the world; every ray of light that beams forth upcn|| 
the habitations of men, proceeds fix)m this great sourocTi'jj 
of light and glory. BewHdered mortals! in this obscun i 
place of your earthly sojourn, lift up your eyes to thi».| 
glorious luminary, and let your footsteps bedirectedi 
into the path of virtue and true holiness. Thanks be 
to our merciful God, that we have not been left in a 
state of utter darkness ! Notwithstanding the obscurity 
which sin has spread over the &ce of the earth, we stOI 
enjoy the feeble light of reascm and conscience ; and to 
ihis has been added the bright effulgence of the Gospel 
of Christ. Upon us the sun of righteousness has risen. 
To us the light has come, and the glory of tlie Lofd 
has risen upon us. Let us, then, attend to the word of 
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God; the revelation of the divine will: let this be the 
comfort of our Kfe; and, on all occasions^ the unerring 
piide of our conduct. 

2dly. Let us look forward to that awful day of final 
decision, when the truth of God's declarations will be 
manifested in the ^ht of angels and men ; when the 
enxmeous opinions of weak and sinful mortals will be 
X)nected ; and when it \iall be too late to lament our 
errors. We may now disregard the determinations of 
infinite wisdom with respect to the true means of 
Ininian felidty ; we may vainly imagine that this con- 
lists in the multitude of our earthly possessions; we 
Biay say with fiital unconcern, ^< Soul, take thy rest, 
** for thou hast much goods laid up in store, for many 
" years to come." But, let us think in time, that the 
day is &st approaching when this vain confidence will 
Utterly fail; when this unsubstantial fabrick of our hap« 
will be totally subverted. Let our will, there- 
be now conformable to the will of God. By his 
let our ignorance be instructed. By his 
ie let 0ur crooked paths be made straight Let 
shun the ways of vice, which, however agreeable^ 
-v^has apprized us, lead to misery; let us resolutely 
|tttsue tiiose of virtue and religion, which, notwitli- 
Man^g some present unpronusing appearances, he has 
ixisidvely assured us, will terminate in perfect happi- 
tiess and ine&ble glory. 

3dly. Let us see and acknowledge the vanity of 
being highly esteemed among men, if we are abomin- 
ible in the ^ght of God. Can the estimation of man 
liter the real nature of things? Can it change the 
eopard's spots, or make the skin of the Ethiopian 
irfiite? Can it quiet the ckunours of conscience, of 
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give beauty to the ddbrmity of vice ? Can it s 
the door against the messenger of death, and sasp 
or pervert the just judgment of the Almighty 7 N 
may flatter our folUes; they may even applaud 
vices: but it will soon be found, that tying lips 
but for a moment; while truth is mighty, and i 
stand b&t for evo": human errors wUl be swq>t an 
like the ^nder's web ; w^e the truth of God, 1 
Ibe strong mountains, will remain unmoveable. 

Lasdy> since God is perfectly acquainted widi 
motives of all our acdons, let us kam the neccsiit) 
making the service which we ofier to lum, the bum 
qf the heart. His affectionate invitation, from 
b^^nmng, has been, " My son, g^ve me diine hea 
One ardent petition, one strong ejaculaticHi of pni 
one ^1 of humble penitence rising from a anc 
heart, is more acceptable b the ugfat of God, than 
the ostentatious services which the hypocritical Ffa 
see can oBer to him. Let us, then, vrorsh^ Un 
sn^dicity and godly sincerity; and we shall, ocln 
be exalted to those blessed re^ons, where our pi 
afiecdons will be no more diverted by the amiisana 
weakened by the business, nor destroyed I7 tbe vk 
to which we are ctmtinually exposed in tius woti 
vKaty and \'exati<xi ai ^orit. 
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DeUverance afforded to Man through a Redeemer. 



EZEKIEL zudv. 1& 

leek that wUch was lost, and bring again that wUcb was 
ai away, and will bind up that which was broken, and wiH 
g^en that wUch was sick: but I wiH destroy the flit and 
trong; I wiU ted diem with judgment 

^S£ words of the holy prophet relate, in theilr 
ty signification, to the restoration of the clnldreh 
id firom the Babylonish captivity. As in many 
passages of the sacred Scriptures, God is here 
ented under the character of a tender Shepherd 
ig his flock, that had been attacked by ravenous 
)easts, driven away firom the fold, wandering in 
serts, some of them torn and bleeding from the 
:s of their cruel foes, and some of them sick and 
from hunger and fiitigue. This was a lively 
entation of the sufferii^ of the Jews, under the 
ms enemies who had driven them away fiom 
lative land, and dispersed them in a sad state of 
ity among the heathen nations. The merciful 
ies contained in the words of the text, were, in- 
i to console them in their distress, and to cheer 
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tiiem with the happy expectation of release from the 
thraldom under which they suffered, a joyful return to 
their own country, and a perfect re-establishment in all 
their privileges, civil and religious. 

At the expiration of sevoi^ years, these gracious 
declarations of the Almighty, by the mouth of Us 
prc^jhet, were completely verified. But the wordi 
have unquestionably a farther reference to the restora- 
tion of Ae Jews, from the dispersed and degraded 
condition in which we now find them among all tbc 
nations of the earth. We derive an irre&agable ai^ 
ment m confirmation of the truth <^ our holy relig^ 
from the consideration that thdr jxvsent ^tuation is 
exactly conformable to wliat had been predicted by die 
prophets of the Old Testament, and by our Savkw 
Christ. AAer all their disposicns and sufferings 
through a long course of ages, they are still, in a nura- 
culous manner, preserved a distinct people; no ^aiM^ 
to answer die wise purposes of God's providence, 
has declared, that after the fulness of the Gent^i 
come in, " He mil assemble the outcasts of Wad, 
" gadier together the dispersed of Judab, from the 
•' comers of the earth; he will bring them from 
" east, and gather them from the west : he will say^ 
" the north, Give up ; and to the south , Keep not back; 
" bring my sons from &r, and my daughters from tfas 
" ends of the earth." Then, si a mere particuhr 
manner, <* he will seek that which was lost, and brii^ 
'* again that which was driven away; he will bind up 
" that which was broken, and stKngdien that wluch 
" was Mck." 

But, althou^ this prophesy of Ezeluel relate, in its 
primary intention, to the afflicted circurostanceB c^ tus 
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brethren, the children of Israel, it has unquestionably 
a far more extensive ^gnification : it looks forward to 
die days of the Gospel, and it contempbtcs tlie whole 
human race. It is not necessary to remind you, that 
in the language of sacred Scripture, the representations 
which are there made, of the dbtresses of the Jews 
under their temporal foes, and of their deliverance irom 
them, are intended to lead our imagination to the 
afflicted state of manldnd, under the oppressions of our 
spiritual adversaries, and to the happy deliverance 
which is afforded through the intervention of a Re- 
deemer. In this view, I shall now proceed to consider 
the passage before us; and surely, nothing can be 
more expressive of the wretchedness of man, occasioned 
by sin, and of the tender relief which is offered through 
the loving-kindness of God in Christ Jesus. 

Since the ravages that were made upon human 
. innocence and happiness by the assaults of Satan, that 
; lion who goeth about seeking whom he may 
|the natural condition of iMakind may well be 
ted by that of a flock di^rtsed by ravenous 
1 chased through the wilderness : tliej' are 
h-eh far away from thdr true home, the seat and 
Centre of real felicity: with re^wct to tiiat sustenance 
which is accessary for the support and 'comfort of their 
immortal SQt^riHAl&i" ^ ^^ly destitute conation- 
hungry and^HRH^ulfainteth in them; they are 
ignraant ^tbc miy wl)^ l^^ds back again to the 
jdace of r^t ; and, if they %& informed of it, sick and 
&int OS thte arc, dtfr Q^n strength will not suffice; 
without for«»|^|MUl& they cannot return. In one 
Te^)ect, in^xd, th^romparison will not hf^d. Man is 
too often more absurd and ungrateful than the beasts 
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come'to seek, and is ready to save you, although you 
have been long lost to virtue and to happiness ; although 
you have been broken and torn by your cruel adver- 
saries, and made sick by die venomous contagion of 
sin. Only repent, believe, and obey the Gospel, and 
every evil will be remedied : he will guide you by Us 
wisdom, protect you by his power, bless you with Us 
love, and at last crown you with his glory. 

These are strong declarations, but we are authorized 
to make them by the word of Christ himself. In the 
addresses of our Lord to his people, he repeated^ 
presents himself to them under die endearing character 
of a Shepherd. VieVved in this light, all his offices are 
those of tenderness and love. Not one of his faithful 
and obedient people escapes his merciful notice; his 
vigilant eye is continually over them : ^^ I am die good 
" Shepherd," saith he, ^' and know my sheep, and am 
" known of mine." 

He fleeth not like the hireling, in the hour t£ dan- 
ger, and leaveth the wolf to catch and scatter them, butf 
is ready to hazard even his life in their defence. 

He goes before them, to direct and encourage dma^ 
in the right way; and they follow him, for they know' 
his voice. ^ 

He is very compassionate to all their infirmities ; he 
gathers the lambs witli his arm, and carries them in his 
bosom ; and gendy leads those that are with young. 

He abundantly supplies all their spiritual wants; he 
feeds them in a green pasture, and leads them forth 
beside the waters of comfort: they lack nothing : even 
when they pass through the valley of the sliadow of 
death, they need not fear any evil ; for even there he is 
with them, and his pastoral rod and staflf comfort them* 



>ermoQ 10. tkkuerande through a Redeemer. 11 J 

Happy are tlie people who live under the guardian-* 
ihip of such a kind and powerful Protector ! fFe, my 
)rethren, have been received into the congr^ation of 
Christ's flock, and have been signed with the sign of 
lie cross, to designate our character, and intimate to 
vhat Adbster we belong* Highly, then, does it concern 
J8y to inquire what rules he lias prescribed for the 
x^ulation of our conduct ; what sentiments, and what 
lort of deportment are best suited to creatures so 
Entirely dependent as we are. And here, let it be 
)bserved, that in our intercourse with our Lord, the 
vreat Shepherd of the sheep, humility must be the 
{round work of. all our services; this niust influence 
he thoughts of our heart and the actions of our life. 
?or, it ought to be deeply impressed upon our minds, 
hat he who was so compas^onate to those who were 
Qst and driven away ; he who is so ready to bind up 
be broken and to strengthen the sick, has also declared, 
' But I will destroy the fat and the strong;" that is, 
p Auch as are sensible of their weakness and necessity, 
iRfd who, therefc^e, commit themselves entirely to my 
ire and protection, I will yield every necessary assist- 
lice : but those who are confident in their own wisdom 
tad strength; who depend not upon my bounty; who 
till not submit to my directions ; who deem them- 
dves sufficient for thdr own security and happiness- 
hose who are thus haughty, presumptuous, and refrac« 
xxy, I will miserably destroy. 

As this spirit is altogether unbecoming in redeemed 
nuiers, and is repugnant to a cordial recepticm of the 
jospel, we find it condemned with great severity, in 
Tery part of the word of God. It is said, *^ That he 
' briqgeth down the mighty from their seat, but ez- 
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«< alteth the humble and meek : that the hungry are 
<^ filled wkh good things, whUe the rich are sent empQF 
<« away : that the wise man must not glory in Us 
^^ wisdom, nor the mighty man in hb strength ; fiv 
^< that the weakness of God is stronger than man, and 
'^ the wisdom of the world with him is fbolishncaB: 
^' that imaginations must be cast down, and evpry Y&f^ 
^< thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge d 
" God; and we must bring into captivity every thougb 
*< to the obedience of Christ: that vain mortals too 
** often delude themselves with the fond ims^naticn, 
'* that they are rich and increased with goods, and bare 
'* need of nothing ; when in reality, they arc wretched, 
' '^ and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked" 
These declarations are exactly consonant to that of die 
text ; *^ I will destroy the fat and the strong." At dus 
awful hour of decision, the dreadful denunciation wiD 
be verified, V^ Cursed be the nurn that truslteth in naii 
^^ and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departedi 
<* from the Lord. The lofty looks of man shall be i 
" humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed I 
^^ down, and the Lord done shall be exalted m Ait | 
« day." j 

Think of this, ye who imagine that there is no need ^ 
of an immediate revelation from heaven to enl^tfen 
the darkness, to instruct the ignorance of mankind; je 
who suppose that the human understandbg b com* 
mensurate to all truths and therefore reject the mys- 
teries of our religion ; ye who, rely upon your own 
native strength, and therefore ask not tlie aid of God's 
Spirit ; ye who depend for acceptance upon the per- 
fection of your obedience, and therefore disclaim Ac 
doctrine of atonement, and seek not the kingdom of 
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heaven in the humble garb of penitents, but with the 
haugh^ demeanour of those v/ho demand the payment 
of a debt J instead of petitioning for an unmeritedyo&our* 
Be assured, that this disposition is most offensive in 
die sight of God ; is altogether incon^stent with .our 
rank and condition among intelligent beings; and 
effectually precludes us firom all that blessedness which 
die Gospel of Christ was intended to confer, in this 
world aiul the next, in time and through eternity. He 
is in reality most strong, who places most dependence 
upon the strength of his Almighty Protector: he is 
best directed, who takes the wisdom of God for his 
guide : he is most al^undantiy supplied with all good 
things, who is most inclined to ascribe whatever he 
receive, to the mere bounty of heaven* 

Let us, then, be persuaded to walk humbly with our 
God; or,*'as it is expressed in the Gospd, to know the 
voice of our Shepherd, and to follow him whithersoever 
he may think proper to conduct us, submitting our- 
ndves entirely to his holy will and pleasure. Thus 
Ifdiall we be authorized to draw comfort from the con- 
fcluding words of the text, "1 will feed them with 
'** judgment" He will adapt his relief to our neces- 
sities, whatever they may be. If, at any time, we 
grow too confident and careless, he will gendy admo- 
nish us, by some check of conscience, declaration of his 
word, <x dispensation of his providence. If^ from a 
consciousness of our weakness and depravity, we begin 
to sink into the depths of despondency, he will cheer 
us with the gracious promise, tiiat, in his name, repent- 
ance and remis^on of sins may now be preached to all 
people. In a word, whether our necessities relate to 
mind, body, or estate, of this we may rest assured, 
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that he who loved us even unto death, and is now Ae 
Head over all things for his Church, vnSL not fidl to 
feed us with food that is convenient for us. Let QS 
only follow his directions, and depend on his botmtjr; 
and he will open his hand to fill us mth plenteousness 
here, and hereafter he will show us his salvation. 
From what has been now ssud, we may infer, 
1st. That those who have wilfully transgressed dv 
laws of God, and are determined to presist in flidr 
errcx^, are in a very destitute and dangerous conditioOi 
Their deplorable circumstances are thus represented in 
the figurative language of the prophet-^" They « 
<< said to have no shepherd ; to be scattered upon the 
'^ face of the earth ; to wander through all the mooii- 
'^ tains, and upon every high hill; to become a prey, 
" and meat to all the beasts of the field." Obstinate 
transgressors may be insensible of their danger, but kt 
them be assured, that destruction threatens them ia 
every step of their unsteady progress. Th^ at 
wandering in a state of distraction, without any fixed 
object before them; they are destitute of all those 
gratifications in which alone a rational soul can acq^ 
esce ; they have no dependence upon the good prori- 
dence of God ; they are now a prey to a host of furioas 
and tormenting passions ; and Satan, the grand adve^ 
sary, is ever lying in wait to seize and rend them 
with unutterable misery. Wonderful infatuation, flu* 
wicked men can be unconcerned in the midst of sudi 
horrible dangers ! 

2dly. To those who. have been brought to a right 
sense of the miseries attendant on a life of sin ; who 
view in a proper light their original depravity, and thdr 
many actual transgressions ; who are impressed with t 
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just idea of the value of their souls, of the necessity of 
refigiony and the importance of immortality ; who are, 
tfaereforey disturbed and unxious about their future 
welfare— tp persons of this description, let the words of 
the text aflford sweet consolation. Behold, the good 
Shepherd comes to seek that.wluch was lost, and to 
bring agdn that which was driven away ; to bind up 
the broken, and to strengthen the »ck. Upon the 
Gospel plan of salvation, ample provision is made for 
the r^ef of all your wants: here is pardon to the 
penitent for past transgressions ; clear instructions for 
die regulation of th^ir future conduct; grace to assist 
diem in die sincere discharge of their duty ; and, in 
the whde course erf tiieir earthly pilgrimage, a cheering 
confidence in the kind providence of God, and a 
blessed hope of immortality beyond the grave. 

Lastly; let those who have availed themselves of 
these high advantages, and who live as becometh the 
Goq;)el of Christ, be duly sensible of their happy con- 
dition^ rejoice evermore, and in every thing give thanks. 
They know, finom experience, the import of these 
figurative expresiaons of £zekiel ; '^ I will feed my 
*< flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saitli the Lord 
" God. I will feed them by the rivers in a good pasture, 
'< and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold 
^< be: diere shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat 
" pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel," 
And what shall separate you from this love of God ? 
You have, surely^no desire to quit the peace, security, 
and plenty, which you now enjoy in the faithful 
performance of all your rel^ous duties, for the vain 
amusements, or the vicious gratifications of this perish- 
able world. You wiU not leave the rich pastures, and 
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seek to satisfy your hungry souls with husks which 
the swine do eat * You will not turn 6x)m the fountmi 
of living waters, and go fo» refreshment to the brd&eo 
<nstems which can hdd ho water. 

Happy would it be, could all who are now present 
be induced to estimate,, in this manner, the jo3rs of a 
feligious life! Let us entertain just nodois of our 
dependent state and* condition. Let us humble our«^ 
selves under the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt us in due time. Let us cast all our care upoo 
him, for he careth for us. Let us be sober and 
\i^lant, because our adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about seeking whom he may devour. 
Thus, by the grace of God, we shall be made peifa^ 
stablished, strengthened, settled in our religion beie; 
and when the chief Shepherd shall appear in the 
character of our Judge, we shall receive a crown of 
gloiy that fadeth not away. 
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SERMON XI. 



■ 

On the AesenAhnce between Christians and little 

Children, 



MATTHEW xix. 24. 

Jims said, Suflfier little children^ and loibid them noli to come mito 
me^ for of suck is the kkigdom of heaven. 

JL HE Pharisees and Sqpbca contradicted the doctrines 
of our blessed Lord, and affected to deride the miracu- 
lous works which were performed by him ; calling him 
a Deceiver, and one that was in league with Beelzebub, 
the prince of devils. But many of the conunon people, 
who formed their opinions from the plain dictates of 
unbiassed reason — ^who were not under the influence of 
prejudice and passion, entertdned very different senti- 
ments of him, esteeming him as a prophet sent from 
God, of eminent wisdom and piety, full of grace .and 
truth : tfiey therefcMre diligently and reverently attend 
to him. And, as it has been customary in all ages 
to place z, high value upon the prayers and bles^gs of 
wise and holy men; among other marks of respect, 
they bring young ctuldren unto Jesus, requesting him, 
Aiat he would piay over- them, lay his hands upon 
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tliem, and bless them. The disciples, sedng their 
Master thronged vAih much company, and supposbg 
him to be fatigued with long teaching and exhortatioD, 
attempt to repress the eagerness of these people, and 
rebuke them fof their seeming intrusion. But, our 
gracious Lord, alw'ays ready to seize every occasion of 
conveying some useful instruction, takes this oppor^ 
tunity to inform his disciples and the surrounding 
fnultitude, what sort of temper and disposition of heart 
was indispensably necessary, if they wished either to 
attain or to enjoy the happiness of heaven — assuring 
them, that unless they became like those litde children, 
whom they were driving from his presence, they would 
not be proper subjects of his Gospd-kingdom here, 
nor would they be prepared to partake of his heavenly 
happiness in a future world. 

It will not, therefore, be an in^>roper employment, 
from an attentive examination of human nature, to 
inquire what those distinguishing characters anddis-- 
positions of cliildren are, which met with the particular 
commendation of our Lord; and of the persons pos- 
sessing which, he declares, that the kingdom of heavea 
is composed — " Suffer little children^ and forbid them 
^' not, to come unto me ; for of such is the kbgdom of 
" heaven." 

We are expressly taught in the holy ScriptuxtSy 
and our own daily experience confirms the assertions 
of t^e word of Grod, that man cometh into the world 
under the disadvantage of an original and inherent 
depravity. Upon this .doctrine is founded the whole 
scheme of Christ's redemption. From this doctrine 
we argue the necessity^ and therefore adore the mercy 
of a mediating Saviour ; who by one oblation of him- 
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elf, once ofiefed, made an atonement for all our guilt, 
rhether original or actual ; and who now, by his office 
i Intercessor at the right hand of God, from time to 
ime, assists our weakness, relieves our wants, and 
oakes our imperfect services acceptable. But, although 
luman nature be corrupted and depraved, the seeds of 
ice do not commonly shoot up at once to their full 
jrowtb— it requires time to bring the bitter fruits to 
naturity* Observation may teach us, and the declara- 
bn of Jesus Christ, in the words of the text, justifies 
IS in asserting, that in children are found many amiable 
nd excellent qualities, which, if they could be retained 
hrough life, would show* human nature in a very 
sngaging light, and dbplay several of those dispositions 
vhich we must carry along with us, when we enter the 
dngdom of heaven. Let us, then, proceed to point 
Nit what the most striking of those qualities and dis- 
tortions are, which our Lord has commanded ' us to 
berish and improve, that we may become the subjects 
f his kingdom, and the heirs of his glory* 

What first deserves our attention, is a spirit of meek'^ 
ess and docility of heart. When children look around, 
ley find themselves encompassed on every side, with 
bjects new and unaccountable. Sensible of their own 
piorance, they are ever ready to askj and willing to 
fceiue^ assistance and instruction ; and unconscious of 
ly deception in their own bosoms, they place the 
lost implicit confidence in the information of others. 
ind is not this a spirit highly becoming ; nay, abso- 
iialy necessary, m the rise and progress of the Christian 
fcf When we contemplate the new creation^ the 
fotk of our redemption through a suifering Saviour, 
ft perceive ourselves surrounded with wonders. 
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^ Great is the mystery of godliness, God w» nianifeil 
^ in the flesh.'' When we consider man as haviog 
fallen fix)m the state 6S iiinocenee and haj^xiness in 
which he was originally placed — as bemg justly liahk 
to tlie dreadfnl penalty of the divine law—with no odier 
prospect before him, but a fearful looking Ua of jo^ 
ment and fiery indignation; we may well exchum, 
with the apostle, ** O the depth of the richas, both of 
^< the knowledge and wisdom of God t" It was \m 
wisdom that concerted, and lus mercy that carried loto 
execution, the great scheme of eternal salvation ; m 
that he may still be just, and yet the Justifier of tfacae 
who believe. The infidel, because he cannot thoroi^lf 
explain tfiis mysterious dispensation of the divine good- 
ness, is determined to reject the whole. But if he be 
a sinner, how presumptuous is it to despise the pioimae 
of foi^veness, because he dislikes the mode in which 
it is proposed to him ! If he hope iot happiness at dv 
last, how absurd is it to spurn the offer of salvadoo^ 
because he cannot distincdy comjnrehend the method 
by which the bles^g was wrought out for him!— In 
this case, our only wisdom, as well as best advantif^ 
is to adopt the language of Mary, and to act upon Art 
principle; ^' Behold the servant of the L(Mtl, be it uniD 
" me according to thy word!" 

2dly. Children are sensible of their weakness aad 
inability to take care of themselves, and therefore fly to 
a parent ac a firiend for assistance and protection. Aad 
in the same spirit, it becomes usy conscious <tf OQi 
various infirmities, to go unto the great Parent x)f ill; 
under the shadow of whose wings we may be safe ; 
who is the shield and buckler of those who flee to hkn 
for succour. Among other petiticms, our Saviooi 
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taogfat us to ptay, ^ Lead us not mto temptation" — 
not that be meant to insinuate that God can tempt any 
fliaii to sin; but his only liesiga was to teach us the 
necessity of looking up to our heavenly Father for aid 
ai every trial — that when our own weakness would 
kifidliUy betray us into the snares of sin, his mighty 
arm might protect and secure us fix)m evil. 

There is nothing that more effectually disqualifies 
^ soul for the reception of divine grace and benedic- 
tion, than pride and self-suflSiciency. The holy Scrip- 
tures are therefore filled with exhortations to cherish 
th^ contrary virtues. When the prophet shoii^ the 
people of Israd what was good, and what the Lord 
Ifaeir God required of them, he tells them, it was not 
€nly ^< to do justice, and to love mercy ; but also, to 
^ vndk humbly with their God.'' The Scribes and 
Pharisees, vainly elated with notions of their own wis- 
dom and importance, would not condescend to ask 
instruetifKi, or receive assistance in the way to heaven, 
from lesus of Nazareth. ^^ Have any of the rulers 
*^ believed on him ? Are ye also deceived?" say they 
to the officers who were sent to take him; ^* Search, 
^ and look; for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.^ 
Those who supposed themsdves to be whole^ said, We 
^ve no need of a ph3r!^ian. It was the poor and 
humUe, the blind and miserable, that applied for aid. 
It was perscxis of thb description who were ready to 
exclaim, ^ Son of David, have mercy on us ! Blessed 
'^ is he tibat cometh in the name of die Lord !'* It is 
tfius that Giod scattereth thfe ^' proud in the imagination 
^ of their hearts — that he putteth down the mighty 
^ from their seat, and exalteth the humble and meek — 
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<< that he filleth tlie hungry with good thmgs, but 
" sendeth the rich empty away." 

Further; we have sdl observed, with what cmfidenee 
children go for relief in the hour of danger and distress, 
to those of whose tenderness and love they have had 
frequent experience — ^they ask with sincerity, and they 
fear no reluctance nor deception. And with the same 
disposition of mind should Christians call upon God 
their Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus ChikL 
If the experience of former mercies be a reasonabk 
ground ioc future hope and trust, to what odier person 
should We go ; or what other name is there given under 
heaven, whereby we may be so effectually saved ? To 
him we are indebted for our creation in the rank of 
rational and immortal creatures— for our preservaAm 
amidst all the dangers vAxh which we are neeessarify 
encompassed, or into which we have heedlessly plunged 
ourselves. He has holden us up ever since we were 
born. To him we are indebted for health and com- 
petency, and every other blessing that renders life easf 
and comfortable. And above all, notwithstanding our 
weakness and guilt, to him we are indebted for the 
blessed hopes of eternal glory through the redempdoo 
that is in Christ Jesus. We ought, therefore, at al 
times, to send up our petitions to him with humility, 
and with full assurance of &ith— -convinced that *^ be 
" who spared not his own Son, but delivered him iqi 
^' for us all, will, with him also, freely give us all 
'* things that are necessary for our r^ happincs. 
*' For what man is there among you^ if his son ask 
" bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a 
*' fish, will he give him a serpent ? If ye then, beii^ 
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" evD, know how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
'* dren, how much more shall your Father which is in 
" heaven give good things to them that ask him ?" 

Let it noty however, be concluded firom what lias 
been said, that we are to discard the use of reason 
altogether; or that we are to submit implicitly to 
whatever comes under the name of a revelation from 
heaven, without inquiring whether it be right or wrong, 
reasonable or absurd. This would open a wide door 
for every religious imposture, that has been obtruded 
on the world. We are to examine, by the help of all 
the light which is imparted to us from the Father of 
Hgfats, whether the things that are taught us be really 
so. We are to comply with the admonition of St. 
Paul, who requires the Christian to be able to give a 
reason of the fhith that is in him. 

When we speak of the weakness of human nature, 
EUid of die absolute necessity of imploring the divine 
mercy and help, we are not to suppose that our only 
business is to sit still and lament our inability. We 
are to ask, before we can expect to receive — we are 
to knock, before the door of mercy will open to us. 
It is God that worketh in us, who animates and 
strengthens our endeavours; we are, therefore, to work 
out our own salvation with fear and trembling. 

With whatever devout and holy confidence we may 
present our petitions before God, let it not be con- 
eluded, that he will therefore answer our requests, at 
the very time, and in the very manner, which we may 
ddnk the most proper and convenient; but let us 
psdemly rest, in full assurance of fiudi, that he will 
flnake • all things work t(^ther in the end, for our 
best advantage. What I mean to inculcate b this ; to 
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imitate the disposition of children, by cherishing a 
tender and teachable heart — ^humility to wait upon 
God, in every ordinance which he has appointed, as 
the means (rf* conveying his grace and mercy— «ot 
misguided by prejudice and pride, nor hardened bf 
obstinate unbelief — but be always glad to hear, wiUing 
to learn, and ready to accept salvation upon any tenns 
on which the divine wisdom and goodness may think 
proper to offer it. But, to proceed ; 

There are several other qualities, which the woids of 
the text may &irly lead us to recommend to your sen- 
ous consideration, as social creatures, and as Christiaift 
To feel and resent whatever bears the appearance of in- 
jurious treatment, is agreeable to the constitution of our 
nature — ^it is a part of that necessary law of self-defence 
which our Creator has given us for our security and 
preservation. But, after the danger is past, the guard 
may go to rest Accordii^ly we find the child veiy 
sensible of an injury, and quick to resent and repd iL 
But the storm that was raised in his bosom is sooo 
allayed, and is succeeded by a setded serenity— he 
never harbours a dark and implacable resentment- 
he forgives the injurious person upon the first appea^ 
ance of returning kindness^ and embraces him agua 
with a sincere and affectionate heart Although Ae 
%vord of God permits us, on certcun occasions, to be 
angry, and sin not; yet there is no duty more fin* 
quently, or more earnestly inculcated, than that of 
long-suffering and forgiveness. In /Atj, more espedalljr, 
we are to imitate the great pattern of all perfectioa; 
<< who commands us to be kind one to another, tender* 
** hearted, foi^ving one another, even as he for Christ's 
'< sake hath forgiven us." To the malignant and 
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unrelenting spirit he makes this unanswerable appeal 
^-<* O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that 
^ debt, because thou desiredst me : shouldest not thou 
^ also have had compassion on thy fellow-servant, 
<< even as I had pity on thee ?" And, it b made, in 
die Lord's prayer, an express condition of our expect- 
ing forgiveness for all our trespassess, at the hands of 
God, that we be ready to forgive those who have tres- 
passed s^ainst us. 

The cheerfulness and joy of children, arising from 
innocence, and purity of thought and intention, is 
almost incessant and uninterrupted. If at any time, 
the sunshine of the mind be overcast, it is but of 
momentary duration — ^the cloud passes away, and light 
and cheerfulness return. It is thus that the Christian 
is to go on his way rejoicing — ^he makes not his religion 
consist in a gloomy and severe temper of mmd, but 
tliinks a cheerful heart the best tribute of gratitude. 
'^ TTuU godliness^ which he has chosen as his portion 
^^ for ever, is profitable for all things; having the 
^^ promise of the life that now is, as well as of that 
<* wMch is to come— he can, therefore, rejoice ever- 
•< more, and in every thing give thanks." Not that I 
would carry this doctrine so far, as to assert, that any 
affliction, for the present, is joyous, rather than griev- 
ous; or that the good man cannot fed, like other men, 
tfie stroke of pain and distress. But still, the most 
afflictive changes and chances of this mortal life, cannot 
de[^ve him of that peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding — ^they cannot banish from his soul the 
joy which is unspeakable and full of glory. He whose 
affisctions do not altogether grovel here below, but are 
elevated to things above, cannot be rendered entirely 
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miserable by all the commotions and revolutions of 
this world. So true is it, that in all circumstances^ 
<< joy is laid up for the righteous, and gladness for the 
*^ upright in heart;" and, therefore, the prophet exults 
in these animated strains ; ^' Although the fig-tree shaO 
*' not blossom, neither shall fruit be found in the vines; 
*^ the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shaD 
<' yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off fi!om the 
*' fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls ; yet I 
*' will rejoice in the Lordi I will joy in the God of my 
" salvation," 

In the child, we commonly observe a happy dis* 
position to be amused and pleased with .every object | 
that falls in liis way. Satisfied with the comfort of the 
present moment, he does not make himself miseiable 
with melancholy forebodings of future pi^lamitii^Q. 
And this also is a turn of mind which cannot be too 
earnesdy recommended in every stage of this variegated 
life. Though the prudent man will endeavour to fore-^ 
see the approaching evil, and so far as possible, to 
hide himself from it; yet surely, he ought not, by 
anticipation, to make the mischief certain^ which was 
only probable. A steady and pious confidence in a 
wise and gracious Providence, is a ground of consola- 
tion that can never be shaken. In God we live, and 
move, and have our being. Let us trust the Creator 
of the universe with the direction of his own works- 
let us humbly submit oursel^ves to be guided by hb 
wisdom, and we shall be received into his glory. 
Say not with a murmuring, or a desponding heart, 
Wliat shall we eat, or what shall we drink, or where- 
withal shall we be clothed ? Be careful for nothii^ 
with a fretful and pining solicitude ; but seek ye first 
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iiic kingdom of God, and his righteousness ; and all 
things necessaiy for your permanent happiness shaU be 
idded unto you. 

Having thus laid before you sugh reflections as tlie 
words of the text seemed naturally to suggest; what 
remains, but eamestty to entreat you all, if they appear 
to be the words of truth and soberness, to let them 
sink deep into your minds, and produce their due 
effects. ^' Take heed, fcffeUiren, lest there he in any 
^' of you, an evil heart of unbelief. But since the 
" light of the glorious Gospel has sfaihed unto you, 
*^ walk as the children of light, in all goodness, and 
'^ righteousness, and trutli.^' Remember, that with- 
out holiness no man can see the Lord. But if ye are 
diligent in cultivating the dispositions of long-suffering, 
meekness, and gentleness, ye will be prepared ibr the 
glorious kingdom of the Prince of Peace — where (far 
removed from the unhappy regions of discord, and 
strife, and malevolence,) ye will bless God, and love 
one another to all eternity. There, perfect innocence, 
undisguised truth, and uninterrupted joy will prevail 
and triumph for ever. Acquire those qualifications in 
this world, which are necessary for the enjoyment of 
this blessed society. Be converted from the hardness 
and impenitence of sin; and become like little children. 
Be meek and docile — ^let a consciousness of your own 
infirmity induce you to fly for succour to the Father 
of mercies and the God of all consolation. You have 
hitherto experienced his wonderful love; learn then to 
rely upon it for ever. Amidst the various provocations 
which you must necessarily meet with in a selfish and 
malignant wwld, possess your souls in patience, curb 
die impetuosity of resentful passions, and forgive, as 
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you hope to be for^ven. Look round upon the works 
of nature, and seriously meditate on those of grace; 
and let your hearts rejoice in the lovuig^kindness of 
the Lord; for it becometh well the righteous to be 
joyful in thdr Grod. Cast your view forward to dat 
eternal worid, towards which we are all hastening; 
and if you lay up your treasures in heaven, you need 
fear no evil. A crown of glory awaits you. These 
are the dispositions which will constitute your immortal 
happiness. The kingdom of heaven b open to you; 
and, in due time, you will enter into the joy of yoor 
Lord* 
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SERMON XII. 



On the Mjfsteriinisness of the fFays ofPrmdenee* 



t^SALM IxzTii. 19. 

Thy uray U in the sell, and thy paths in the great waters^ and thy 

footsteps are not known. 

X HE Psalmist b here speaking of the mysterious 
providence of God* Under the image of his passing 
through the sea, and having his paths in the great 
waters, in which every impression that is made is soon 
obliterated, are represented the vanity a|fd presumption 
erf* our attempting to search out U^ judgments, and 
perfectly to comprehend lus dealings with the children 
of men* 

The soul of man seems to be formed with a natural 
durst for knowledge; and the desire of prying into 
futurity is universally implanted in the human breast* 
But, natural propensities and desires, which, under 
due regulations, are sources of joy, when extravagandy 
indulged, are only productive df pain. It is true, while 
God has said to the sea, ^^ Hitherto shalt thou come, 
<< and no &rtfaer"-*-while irrational aniftials soon arrive 
at the summit of their improvement ; no bounds are 
as^gned to the increase and extent of human know* 
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ledge. But still, in our present imperfect state^ there 
are many things too dark and intricate for our com-' 
prehension ; we cannot, in all instances, accurately trace 
the footsteps of the Almightjv In a future state, our 
feculties will be strengthened and enlarged. Haying 
come to the stature of perfect men in Christ Jesus, we 
sliall then put away childish things. We shall na 
longer know in part, ncv see through a glass darUy. 
lAght^ (a glorious increase of knowledge,) is kud up^^ 
for the righteous; as wdl as gladness fi)r the uprighr 
in heart 

There is much truth in the pointed renrark, thut^ 
*^ where ignorance is bliss, it is fi)lly to be wisei'' | 
Our Saviour himself has taught us, <* that suffickot 
*^ unto the day i^.the evU thereof*'^ An eager anCid* 
pation of evil lengthens the duration tX. distrett, zs6 
infuses tnttemess into the cup of rational jdcasait 
which we' now hoki in our hands. Was it p08^)ie 
for any person, upon his entrance into life, to dliW 
back tfie curtajp of futurity, and to take a fiill prospect 
of an the peiplexities and distresses which are toirfert' 
his way; from tfiat moment, his peace would be d^ 
stroyed; every en]o)rment would be embittered* By 
trembling apprehension. 

Thus we percdve, that our wise Creator is gocA xb^ 
what he deniesy as well as in what he grants. We art, 
Aerefore, to rest contented with our condition; f& 
jytoceed M4tb humility and res%nation ; satisSedt tfast 
^e Judge of all the earth vrill do rights though Wt 
4»nnot^ in all cases, perceive 'the imn^^ate pioprieQr 
of his determinations. Tliis is an important p iine yte 
in the conduct of human life ; and perhaps the mott 
efectual way ctf itnpressii^ it forcibly upon yoor 
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minds, will be to produce instances from the sacred 
Scriptures. 

And here, the surprisbg history of the life of Joseph 
immediately presents itself to our view. That innocent 
amd unsuspicious 3roudi was treated with injustice and 
cruelty by his envious brethren ; he was sold'to stran- 
gers, conducted into a distant country, and reduced to 
the abject conation of a slave ; he was falsdy accused 
of crimes which he abhorred; incurred the resentment 
of a master whom he ftdthfully served; and was con- 
demned, at last, to endure among malefactors, the 
miseries of a loathsome dm^eon. With respect to 
him, the paths of God were in the great waters ; the 
ways of Providence were altogether mysterious; but, 
the event declared, that they were Erected by wisdom 
and mercy, for the preservation of Jacob and his 
children, as well as of the whole land of Egypt- 
Joseph, being given up to the hands of the Ishmaelites, 
sold to a principal officer of Pharaoh'is court, thrown 
into die very prison where the king's prisoners were 
confined — Joseph, passing through this obscure path 
of dejection and misery, was in the direct road to happi- 
ness and tuxiour. In this manner, he became a saviour 
to the Egyptians, and to his Father's house — ^** As for 
you,'' says he to his brethren, "y^ thought evil 
against me ; but God meant it unto good, to bring 
^ to pass as it is this day, to save much people alive.*^ 
And, it may be farther observed, in all these occur- 
lences, he was an eminent t3rpe of Jesus Christ. 
When we read the history of our Saviour's life and 
sufferings ; to a partial and superficial observer, the 
footsteps of God would not be known. The Jews 
Tefected lum, because they depended more upon present 
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appearances, than upon the msdom and power of 
God. It waS) indeed, mysterious and astonishing,^ thai 
/le whose birth was so obscure, whose life was spent 
in poverty, and concluded by an ignominious death; 
shouldy nevertheless, be the Redeemer of his peoplb 
Israel, ^id the light of the Gentiles. And yet, we 
now rest assured, that from all these circumstances of 
distress, he proved himself to be the true Mes»h» 
Being thus humbled ; making himself of no refNitar 
tion; he has given us a perfect example of medmesi 
and humility ; he has showed himself able to triumph 
over the most dangerous temptations ; to vanquish evea 
death and the grave. So diat the fiuthless and uo^ 
believing justly merit this severe reproof; ^^ O, fooisy 
^^ and slow of heart to betieve all that the prophets 
have written 1 Ought not Christ to have sufoed 
these things, and then to enter into his gkxy ?" 
For the perfect comjdetion of the prophecies which 
related to him, tliere was a wonderful combinatioo of 
circumstances. When the fulness of time came, and 
the Redeemer was to be bom into the world, it was so 
ordered, tliat a decree went forth firom the Roman 
government, to which the Jews were then subject, that 
the whole land should be taxed. This rendered it 
necessary fcH* the parents of our Lord to leave NasEa* 
reth, and take a IcHig journey to Bethlehem, a city of 
Judah, because they were of the house and lineage of 
David, with which family it was required to have thdr 
names enrolled. At thb particular time, Christ is 
bom ; and thus, the prophecy was fulfilled, " Thou, 
" Bethlehem — Ephratah, though thou be littfe among 
'^ the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
'< come forth unto me that is to be Ruler in Israel; 
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^ whose goings forth have been from of old, from ever- 
•* lasting." 

Not long befol^ our Redeemer came into the world, 
ludea had been conquered by the Roman arms ; the 
lews were reduced to a state of entire subjection ; and 
although their Sanhedrim, or great council of priests 
and elders, were permitted to exercise some authority ; 
they were totally deprived of the power of inflicting 
capital punistunent Thus our Lord was condemned 
by the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate ; the punish- 
ment inflicted, (crucifixicHi,) was not a Jewi^, but 
a Roman puni^ment; and Christ, by enduring it, 
verified the prophecy, that his feet and his hands should 
be pierced; and exempUfied an ancient and figurative 
representation, by being lifted up on the cross ; as the 
brazen seipent was lifted up in the wilderness to heal 
the wounded Israelites. 

Thus we perceive, that although it is said by the 
Psalmist, the paths of God are in the great waters, and 
hb footsteps are not known ; yet the event sufficiently 
proves, that all things are settled by wei^t and mea- 
sure, and conducted by unerring wisdom and truth. 
Let us, therefore, learn to scan the works of the 
Almighty with reverence. Let us live under the 
steadfast persuasion, that the foolishness of God is wiser 
than man; and the weakness dT God is stronger than 
man. Let us love him with sincere hearts, and we 
know that all things will work together for good. 

Every person who reads the Scripture with attenticni, 
will not a moment hesitate to acknowledge, that he 
who created the universe, still presides over the works 
<if his hands; that he rules among the inhabitants of 
Jhe earth, as^ell as the armies of heaven ; that we and 
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all our concerns are ever under the guidance of his 
wise and gracious {ut)vidence. 

But, setting aside past occurrences^ many have fouBd» 
from their awn experience, that, wb»t was deemed at 
first a grievous misfortune, has proved* in the issue, a 
great blessing. By sufferkig, for a season* under some 
shaip calami^; by bdng disappointed in their e¥pe&- 
tati(Hi of obtaining what was deemed a valuable good; 
by loang some object which warmly engaged tfieir 
affections ; they have found, that they were prevented 
trom running into a more deplorable state of misery; 
and the loss of a present possession has been amply 
compensated by die obtaining of a mudi more estima- 
ble blessing* In this manner, we clearly percdve, and 
are able to account for the proceedings of Divine 
Providence; and the conclu^on of every pious heart 
wdll be, ^< Now know I that the Lord is good; I vnll 
" therefore trust in him for ever.^' 

But, although the designs of Providence are some- 
times clearly opened and explained to us in this world; 
it frequendy happens, that we are compelled to walk 
through life in a dark and mysterious path, tempted at 
every step to complain, ^* Why has the Lord thus dealt 
** with me !" The complete explication of these mys- 
teries must be referred to a future state of existence. 
Reason and Scripture teach us, that there is a God 
who created and who governs the universe. He who 
madej must have a regard for his own creatures. His 
mercy is over all his works, and is more especially dis- 
played in the creation, preservation, and redemption of , 
tnankind. This God loveth virtue, and hateth iniquity : 
he will undoubtedly take care that his fiuthful servants 
lose not their reward. This is not our everlasting 
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r, with some of the circumstances which pre- 
I it, I shall make the subject of the following 
iirse. Here our Saviour appears as a glorious 
nage who claims our Icve and adoration : he that 
usceptible of all the emotions of the most animated 
ship, is surely entitled to our esteem. He that 
reanimate the lifeless body, ought to be had in 
rsal reverence. Let us strive to imitate his 
nity^ while we revere his power. 
lis miraculous transaction is related only by tlie 
gelist John, the disciple most remarkable for a 
lly and sympathetic heart. He could not omit a 
>entation, in which his Master appeared in a light 
iable, and so congenial to his own disposition and 
of mind. The [Hincipal circumstances of his 
)n, you may recollect, are these — ^That in the 
of Bethany dwelt Lazarus, with his sisters Mary 
lartha, who had hospitably entertained their Lord, 
reated him with that respect which was due to 
hom they acknowledged to be Christ the Son of 
aind in return, they were particularly beloved by 
That in the illness of Lazarus, they immediately 

implore relief, ^* saying. Lord, behold he whom 
u lovest, is sick." That Jesus complied not 
diately with their request, *^ but abode two days 
in the same place, where he was." That, in the 
time, the ^ck man died ; and when Jesus came, 
t, Martha met him with a gentle remonstrance, 
'd, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not 
i;" at the same time, reposing the most humble 
lence in his goodness and power : ^' I know, that 
n ncrw^ whatsoever ihou wilt ask of God, God 

1 give it thee." That after expressing his sorrow 
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with all thst sensibility of heart, which the mekmcboljr 
occasion required, be came to the grave, and with a 
loud voice, commanded the dead man to come foith} 
who immediately obeyed the sunimons, and cune 
forth, to the conviction of the incredulous, and t» 
the great astonishment of the whde multitude of apco* 
tators. 

From this relation, the following observations aeeni 
naturally to arise. Wherever the religi<xi of Jesov 
Christ prevails in its full force, there tenderness of heart, 
and gentleness of manners will be its constant attend- 
ants— there peace and love will abide for ever. TTie 
spirit of piety is a social spirit — its direct tendency b tD', 
soften the hardness and mitigate the feroci^ of the 
human heart. Although, in the Christian world, the 
doctrines of our holy religion have not that full efect^ 
which every good man would desire— although the 
kingdom of Christ is not yet come in all its efficacy 
and power; it is, nevertheless, evident, that since die 
introduction of Christianity, the manners of mankind 
are become less ferocious, and more tractable and civiL 
Wars (at the best but too full of terror and cruelty) 
are conducted with less barbarity — the intercourse 
among nations is more gentle and easy— and a spirit g( 
benevolence is more universally diffused. Among the 
independent communities of men, as they are spread 
over a great part of the earth, the prevalence of our 
holy religion has been productive of these happy con- 
sequences. But we are more sensible of its blessed 
effects, as they appear in smaller societies — ^in families 
composed of few individuals. The rays of the sun 
diffuse a general warmth and joy over die whole £ice 
of nature ; but we are more struck with their iiresist- 




Smnon 13. On the Beturreition ofLatarai^ 145 

ible power, when many of them are collected to a 
pcunt, and brought to operate on one object We are 
infixrmed that *< Jesus loved Martha, and her aister, and 
(< Lazarus." They had frequently, attended to his 
livine instructions-^ey obeyed his precepts, and en- 
deavoured to imitate his example. The consequence 
p^as, they were connected by uniformity of sentiment 
ind aflfectioQ — they were awake to each other's pains 
md pleasures— 4he light of joy was increased by reflec* 
ion from one boscnn to another ; the stream of sorrow 
Piras weakened, by being separated into different chan« 
aels. Happy would it be, were the same unanimity 
Do prevail through every Christian family — the same 
spirit of mutual fixbearance and condescension — ^tfae 
aaine solicitude to promote each other's pleasure, and 
bo ward off the assaults of pain. Let the religion 
which you profess have its due influence on your 
hearts, and this will assuredly be the case^ You will 
strive to accommodate yourselves to the inclinations of 
one another. You may perhaps differ, as to the mode 
of expres^g your devotions. But disagreement iqi 
trifles will not break the bonds of harmony. You will 
jbave one Lord, and one hope of your calling. You 
will have the same Father of mercies, to whom you 
may express your gratitude— the same conipas^onate 
Savbur, to whom you may fly for succour in the hour 
of distress. 

For, from thjs histoiy ctf all the past ages of the 
world, and from the frequent instances which M under 
our own observation of virtuous and pious men strug- 
§^g with distress, we find the words of the aposde 
constantly verified, '^ Whom the Lord loveth, he chas- 
<< teneth, and scoui^edi every son whom he rcsceiveth." 
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In sorrow shalt thou eat the finuts of the eartti, is « nd 
sentence of an ancient date; andallthechiidienofiiiai, 
of every description and characteryhave experieneedili 
melandioly effects. Of Lazarus and lus Asters, k is 
expressly said, that the Lord loved them; and ye^ we 
find they were not exempted from their poctkn of * 
sorrow* Hence, we may further observe, th^ we mt 
not presumptuously to throw the bolts of the Ataugbty/ 
nor to deal condemnation round the bnd oo ihoae we 
judge his^^i merely fixxn circumstances of tsmponl 
affliction. There is no ^andard by which to deter- 
mme the degfea^ of divine approbation and love, but 
by ibe degrees of ow own advancement in teue wisdmn 
and si^ca^e piety. And yet, how fipequendy do HMffii 
dither from ignorance or perverseneas^ form tiieir judg- 
ment on very diiierent [xinciples! The prctaaded 
fiiends of Job reproached him; ^ If thou wert]&Miir oirf 
^ upright; surely now God would awake fer thee to 
^* dispdi thy distresses, and ta make the hal»tation ef 
^ thy righteousness prosperous.*'^ When, after Mi 
preservation from shipwreck, a v^>er fastened on At 
liand of Paul, ont of the inhabitants of the island iBi' 
mediately denounced, *' No doubt, tlus man is a 
** murderer^ whom, though he hadi escaped the sei» 
*^yet vengeance suffereth not to live^^ While our 
blessed Saviour was suspended on the cross, the taunb 
and revilings of the chief priests were as unjust as ibtf 
. were malicious — ^ He saved others, fdmselfht canaot 
'^ save. If he be the King of Israel^ let him now co^e 
" down from the cross, and we will believe him. He 
** trusted in God ; let him deliver him now^ if he wiH 
<< have him ; for he said, I am the Son of God." 
From such instances as these, x^ may leaiti, not to 
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lofftt rash optnkttd of the merits of otheiB^ or of our«. 
tdvesi from the drcufttttances of temporal good or 
eviL The present imequal difitributioli of happiness is 
aai of the strongest «i;guments whidi mere reason (ian 
urge fix a day of fiiture relribuddd. W^t though thef 
wicked may wm flourish like the green ba]r*tree; if 
God be just» his end 1% to be cat down^ and peririi for 
ever. "^^ Hatti Qod forgotten to be gradoUs," said the 
Psalmist in the time of his trouUe, *< wili he shut up 
** hb compassioti m ^Bsfdesfture, fior ever ?*'--«>But he 
connects this milrmuring qnrit-*-^*^ I ssdd^ It is mine own 
'* infirmity— I will remember the years of the ri^ht 
** hand of the Most Ifigb^I will remember that the 
^ end of the upright man is peace.'' Let it not, how^ 
ever, be c(mcluded from wlut lA now ssdd, that virtue 
is not more frvourable than vice, to ibt present happi- 
ness of man. Though it may, in general, be aflbrmed^ 
Aat all things come alike to all; yet, surely, daily ex- 
perience teaches, that virtue and religion screen us 
from many mischiefe and miseries to which wickedness 
is perpetually exposed; and that they opta copious 
Jfountsuns of consdation, in the wHdemess which afflic*- 
^tion may spread around us— fountains of consolation^ 
which are never found in the paths of vice. 

The distr^ses which befell us in this life, have 
comnuxily a tendency to humble our pride^ and to abate 
tfhat self-sufficiency^ which, though very prevalent, is 
but ill suited to the frailty of human nature# In the 
lld^t of his prosperity, Nebucliadnezzar exclaimed, 
<* Is not this great Babylcxi, that I have built by the 
<* might of my power, and for the honour of my 
<* majesty?" But, when the voice fell from heaven, 
^ Jlie kingdom is departed from thee;'^ he then began 
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to acknowledge, in tlie humili^ of tus hcait, " Tiat 
** God ndedi in the army of heaven, and amoeg diE 
** inhabitants of the earth — that lus woks vetiuth,aod 
" his ways judgment; and those who walk in pridft 
** he is able to abase.^' It isinthe momentof trouUe 
and abasement, that we are most effectually oomriDced, 
that man was not deigned for a scditary bdi^-^tbat it 
is not good for lum to be alone. W« then become 
tborougfaly sensible cS our weakness — we look anrand 
en every ude, and anxiously inquire, " Who wil 
*' show me any good 7 Where is the sympathetic 
" bosom into which I may pour my griefe? Whm 
** is the friendly arm which will support me, for a litfle 
*' while, through this toilsome jourtiey V Hzppf is it 
&r diose who have obtained a friend, willing to bar, 
•nd able to as^t theml In the illness of Lazvns, 
tibey immediately send to Jesus, '* saying, Lwd, bcbaU, 
*' he whom thou lovest is sick" — to Jesus they ap^ 
tar relief, of whose tore they had rendered themsdves 
worthy, and in whose pou'er diey were persuaded 
tiiey m^rht confide. It sometimes happens, that the 
utmost exertions <^ humai skill and strength are found 
to be inefiectiial — the symfiathetic condolence of our 
tartldy friends may mitigate a distress, but not entirely 
rtmooe it. In these circumstances ever}' Christian 
ought to remember, that the same Jesus, who was so 
tenderly affected by the calamities of mankind, while 
he lived on earth, is now exalted to tlie right hand cf 
the Majesty on high, that he mi^t become our inter- 
cessor in heaven. What abundant reason, therefore, 
have M-e to admire the wisdom, ;md rejoice in the 
goodness of God, who has so far condescended to our 
weakness, as to provide a Mediator for us in our own 
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jnature— one who, we are assured, can be touched 
irith a feeling of our infirmities; and to whom we are 
Invited to come with bddness. Fr^ and imperfect 
man! weak and wretched as thou art; in all the sor- 
rows that overwhelm thy soul, pour forth thy complaints 
to him with stead&st faith and humble penitence; and 
he will hear in heaven, his dwelling place; and in due^ 
time, turn the affliction of a moment into an everlasting 
good. 

For, we may further learn, from the subject now 
l>efore us, not to repine and ^ow an impatient spirit, 
if God should not answer our petitions in the veiy 
manner, nor at that particular dme, which we may 
think the. most proper and convenient After Jesus 
had been made acqusdnted with the distress of his 
friend, and entreated to come to his relief, we are 
informed, *^ He abode two days still in the same place 
^* where he was.'* With what impatient sorrow must 
they have watched the lamp of life, growing, every 
instant, more fs^int and feeble; and when it was utterly 
extinguished, with what seeming justice might they 
have broken forth into bitter expostulations! '^Isit 
f ^ thus that our great Teacher expresses his regard ? 
^* Is it thus that he puts his own precepts of benevo- 
lence in practice, by absenting himself iirom his 
dying firiend ? Have we not frequently, by every 
mean in our power, testified our respect ; and has 
** he not as firequently declared, that our expressions 
^ of esteem. were acceptable to him? In the day of 
f* our prosperity^ he was often a welcome guest, 
*< Surely, he is not like those base and mercenary 
f* mortals, who can court the smiles of the fortunate, 
f f but instantly shrink away from the cries of the miser- 
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*«ablel" The event proved that sudi expostuhtioiMi 
bowever natural, ought not to be indulged. The 
diqiensations erf* Divine Providence must often te 
nayster jous to the imperfect apprdmaiotts of men^ wte 
can only \dew them through a ghss daddy; but ye^ 
thqr are directed by unerring wisdom and tmlL 
Clouds and darkness are round about him ; yctnjgfalfr' 
ousness and judgment are the hahitatinn c^ taia aetf; 
Why was Lazarus pemutted to languish, and ta &T 
It was, as our Saviour told his disciples, fix* die gkiy 
of God, and for the confiimadon of their fiuth. Whf 
was Joseph led through such a long and btricate paA 
of nuseiy ? It was, that he might become a father to 
Fharoah, and be made the instrument of saving Ae 
lives of his brediren, by a great deliverance. Wfajr 
was Christ himself subjected to pruel mockings and 
acour^gs— to ignominy and deadi ? It was, that he 
might conquer him who had the power of death, and 
show himsdf the Lord of life and glory to all dit 
believe. However difficult, therefore, our padi my 
be, or however deformed widi rocks and precipices; 
let us go on with confidence and alacrity. The furdicr 
we prcx:eed, we shall only be the mcxe ele\'atedy and 
the better prepared' to enjoy the delightful proqpect 
which lies beyond these surrounding difficulties* 

After what might have appeared a long and unsea- 
sonable delay, the Saviour came at last, to assure his 
friends diat the cause of their affliction should be 
removed — ^that he was the resurrection and the life; 
having all power in heaven and in earth, to accomplish 
the purposes of liis benevolence. But, before he pro* 
ceeded to that astonishing exertion of divine power, in 
recalling; his friend from the bed of death ; touched 
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with the general ^stress of those who were near him, 
he yielded^ for a moment, to the emotions of grief that 
were struggling in his bosom. The exercise of every 
fladyo passion of the human heart, when not indulged 
fdexcess, b right Jesus lumsei^ the great pattern of 
idl perfection, was affected bjr anger and love, by joy 
and sorrow. I& wept; perhaps, not only for the more 
immediate affliction of his friends; but for the calami- 
ties, wMch, in consequence of sin, had overwhehned 
the whole human race^^or die body^ deigned for 
perpetual youth and immortality, now subject to dis-^ 
ease and death, and to dissolution in the gnive--4br the 
touty created after the image of God in ri^teousness 
ifaid true holiness, now debased and polluted by dn; 
md, ci course, in too many instances, condemned to 
misery. Jesus «^^— but, as the Jews observed, it 
was only an indication of hb love--it did not, as id 
c^toi die case with weak mortals, disqualify him for 
actkm ; or cause him to turn away from a scene of 
distress, wtudi, by staying, he might remove: he 
^poke tiie commanding word, and the dead obeyed his 
voice, and came forth. And here^ ima^nation m^ht 
indulge itself, for a moment, in describing the various 
•motions that disclosed themselves in the spectators of 
this wonderfid transaction. With what a mixture of 
amazement and reverence did Lazarus throw himself 
at the feet of his Almighty Loitl ! With what trans- 
ports <tf gratitude and }Of did the weeping sisters view 
their reviving brother ! With what gloomy discontent 
did the obstinate turn away frcun the astonishing spec^ 
tacle i With what exultation did the meek and docjk 
triumph io the fulness oi their £uth! 
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From what has been said, I shall conclude widi 
exhorting you to endeavour to deserve the love of 
your Saviour, by every method wMch is prescribed in 
the Holy Scriptures. It is a love that is neither weak 
nor waveiing — ^in the valley of the shadow of death it 
will shield you from danger — it will fdlow you into an 
eternal state; and continue to bless you, as long as he 
exbts, with whom there is no variableness, nor shadow 
of turning. 

Learn to tremble at the power of hxm in whose 
hands are the issues of life and death. Who can re^ 
animate the sleeping dust — who has power to kill the 
body; and not coily so, but to destroy both body and 
soul in hell. 

Frequently meditate on that great article of the 
Christian faith, a future resurrection either to happiness 
Qc misery. Cast your view forwards to that tremen- 
dous scene, when the graves shall be opened, and the 
sea give up her dead — when the &ther and the son, 
the sister and the brother, shall stand together before 
the awful tribunal of God. Let these reflections sink 
deep intq your hearts, so as to induce you to live 
together now, in the true spirit of tlie Gospel of love 
and peace; and then, in the great day of decision, 
you will not be separated— >the harmcmious company 
of just men made perfect, will join with angels and 
arcliangels, and all die host of heaven, to praise God, 
and promote die happiness of each other for ever. 

Let religion be the faithful guide of your conduct^ 
ill the various duties of human life, and she will be 
your comfort and support under the pressure of un- 
avoidable caljvmity. If men were wise; if they knew 




L. 



Sehmn 13. On the JteMmrMtum ofLaimwU ISS 

Ibe liiingii whiefa bdoiig to thdr peace, surely they 
m^Mid embrace and ^dv^er hold fast Uie blessed Goc^ 
ofChrid^ ivhidi affixes a rod and a staflf to sustain r» 
in the valley of the diadow of d^th; v^ch enables 
us even to triumph over death and hell ; and crowns us 
tnth glory and immortality. 

In the hour of temporal calamitj', let Us nevet 
abandon ourselves to despondency, as if God had for- 
^tten to be gracious, and had cast us off in his dis* 
pleasure for ever. The deceased Lazarus may rise 
Srom the bed of death : our withered comforts may 
revive : the gloomy night of affliction will be succeeded 
by the morning of the resurrection, and the glorious 
lay of immortal bliss. 

What though the affectionate sisters of Lazarus may 
be exposed to acute distress on account of their dying 
brother : what though the sen^ble heart may experi- 
ence many a pungent sorrow, of which the stupid and 
obdurate are utterly ignomnt : let us bear the shock of 
misery for a tittle while ; and then carry these disposi- 
toons along with us into the regbns of immortality; 
There will be objects worthy of the most Enlarged, and 
file most ardent afiections of our souls : there chagrin 
and disappointment will cease to blast the promised 
joy : there sorrow and ^ghing will be done away for 
ever. 

Jesus is the resun'ection and the tife. Let us make 
Vm our friend, and we may bid defiance to the virulence, 
rf* all our spiritual adversaries. In life^ he will be our 
hield and buckler; in death, our comfort and security; 
nd, dirough the boundless periods of eternity, the 
ispenser of our exceeding great reward. Whither he 
Vol. it. 20 



lj|6i On the. Temper necessary for the Sermod 14 

sions to a commission from on high, they resolve, bjr 
the threatening of punishment, to suppress, at once, hb 
growing influence among tlie people ; ^< so they and 
^^ the chief priests sent officers to take him." But, the 
"word of truth is some^mes, ^hea |t is least expected| 
quick and powerful. They who were sent to zpgtt- 
bend Je$us, are themselves <xyerpowered by lus heavedy 
^liscourse; I'eturo withoi^t executing the unrighteous 
task assigned them ; and, wh^ they are questioned, 
" Why have ye not bax)ught him ?'* ingenuously ao 
Impwledge, ^^ Never man s^f^k^ like this man." Wtik ji 
mingled emotions of chsappointment, contempt, and 
indignation, ^' then answered the {Hwsees, Are ye also 
** deceived? Have any of the rulers, or of the Phaii- 
f * Sjces, believed on him ? But this people, who ImoweCh 
^^ not the law, are cursed ?" A u^arm exposti^tioa 
this, but proceeding from a vicious motive. Their 
arguments \yere frivolous^ and their execrations fid| 
harmless to the ground. Thu^ difficult is it for ti^ 
Ught pf heayenly trqth to penetrate and illumine tlutt 
mind which is overspread with the earth-bom clouds^ 
of pride, covetousness, and ambition. Thus stron^y 
inclined is the prejudiced heart, to grow angry, when 
it ought to consider; to use opprobrious language^i 
when it ought to convince by strength of reas^c^ing; 
to curse m the bitterness of misguided ?eal, whei^ it 
ought to soothe by the gentle methods of persuasion. 
Are ye also deceived ? Have any of the rulers, 
or of the Pharisees, believed on him ?'^ These con- 
tumelious interrogations were proposed, at the com- 
mencement of Christianity, for the purpose of shakii^ 
the faith of believers ; and the $ame sentiment, although 
not expressed precisely in the same words, with an 
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T^hen answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived ? Have 
any of the nilers, or of the Pharisees, believed on him ? Bot 
this people, who knoweth not the law, are carsed. 

▼V HEN the Autfior of our holy religion came and 
dwelt among men, to accomplish the great work of 
redemption, he gave abundant evidence of his divine 
nis^on ; he demonstrated himself to be the Son of 
God with power. The stupendous miracles which he 
Wrought, produced conviction in the minds of many 
of the unprejudiced common people, and they received 
Um as the Messiah, so frequently foretold by the 
prophets ; for, the Evangelist informs us, ^' That many 
^* of the people believed on Um, and said. When Christ 
'' Cometh, will he do more miracles than these which 
*^ this man hath done?'' But, the arguments which 
were suffident to convince die humble and dispassionate 
mind, only served to confirm the prejudice, and exas- 
perate the resentment of the proud and self-interested 
Pharisees, ^stead (rf* candidly examining his {nreten* 
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^< chosen tlie foolish things of the world to confoiini 
'^ the wise; and God hath chosen the weak thii^ of . 
*^ the world to confound the things ^diich are m^^; 
^* and base things of the world, and things wluoh aie 
<< despised, hath God chosen, yea, and thit^ which ire 
*' not, to bring to nought things that are.'* And the 
important inference wluch he draws, is this ; ^ That 
<' no flesh should glory in his presence : that the'ex*- 
'^ cellency of the power may be of God, and notoK 
'^ man." Thus, we have this strong confirmation oS 
the truth of Christianity, that it prevailed, not onj^ 
without the md, but in defiance of the most avowed 
and violent opposition of the rulers of this earth. 

2dly. The Pharisees believed not on Christ, b^' 
cause they had permitted their prejudices to prevail so 
&r as to blind their judgment, not only in the interpre- 
tation of prophecy, but also in their c^inions uridi 
regard to evident facts. In the time d[ our Lord, 
Galilee was one of the three provinces into which die 
land of Israel had been divided. This part of the 
country was inhabited by a great number of Gentiles 
interspersed among the Jews. The inhabitants were 
deemed rude and illiterate ; hence, one of the bitterest 
terms of reproach thrown by their foes on Christ and 
his apostles, was to denominate them GaUleant* 
This was tlie distinguished scene of our Lord's ben^ 
volent ministrations; here he frequendy delivered his 
divine discourses, and here he wrought many of his 
miraculous works. The Pharisees, too precipitate in 
their judgment, supposed him to be a native of the 
country, and hence concluded, that he could not be 
the expected Messiah, who, according to the ancient 
prq>hecies, was to be of the tribe of Judah, and a dc- 
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Kendant of David. When Nicodemus, who was one 
^ them, although secretly a believer, attempted to 
dieck the violence of their proceedings against Christ, 
gently remonstrating, ^^ Doth our law judge any itian 
^ before it hea^him, and know what he doeth?" they 
contemptuously replied, *^ Art thou also of Galilee 2 
^ Search and lodk:; for out of Galilee arisetb no pro- 
^ phet.'' Had they not been blinded by prejudice 
and resentment, they might have discovered from the 
public records of their country, that prophets had 
actually arisen out of Galilee, such as Jonah, Nahum, 
and Elijah; and that vnth respect to the phce of 
Christ's nativity he was bom, according to the predic- 
tions of the prophets, at Bethlehem of Judah, and of 
the liouse and lineage of David. Thus, the Pharisees 
ixlieved not, because th^y were prompted by the pride 
and restlessness of their hearts, to put a wrong con- 
struction up(Mi the prophecies that related to the Mes^ 
fkiu It had been predicted, that kings should bow 
down before tiim ; that nations should do him service ; 
that he should be a mighty conqueror, glorious in his 
iqpparel, and travelling in the greatness of his strangth\ 
Hence, they expected that he would lead his countxy* 
men to the conquest of their enemies, and give them 
an extensive and glorious temporal dominion. They 
were offended at the mean appearance and humble 
deportment of oxu: blessed Redeemer, and rejected 
vritfi scorn his pretensions to the authority of the 
Messiah.^ Candid examination of the whole scope of 
prophecy, and due attention to the miraculous proofe 
which he brought of his divine mission, would havq 
effectual^ removed their error : they would have found 
ftat he was to be the Prince of Peace, meek and lowly. 
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binding up the broken-hearted, speekmg Gomfortahljr 
to Jerusalem ; in a word, that his conqaestB were to bt 
over the spiritual adversaries of man's feficiQr : tfitt the 
greatness of his strength was to be displayed in sobda- 
ing sin, and death, and hell : that his glorious appard 
consisted oi his pre-eminent virtues^ and bis wbildciM 
wcx-ks : that kings should bow down before hiill, and 
nations do him senice, as the Lord of all powtr and 
might ; the Head over all thmgs for his Church. 

Lastly ; the rulers and Pharisees, the great men d 
the earth, beUeved not the Gospel, because it made s 
direct attack upon some of the most predcnmnant 
inclinations of thdr hearts. The wise men of tlui 
world disdained to be instructed by a company of 
illiterate fishermen : they despised tfie simpliciiy of die 
Crospel, the foolishness of preaching : they deemjod it 
tbo abject a submission for men of their comprehenaift 
&culties, *^ to cast down imaginations, and every hi^ 
** thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
" God, and to bring into captivity every tiK)Ught totiic 
" obedience of Christ." 

The proud and the hypocritical were ofiended at time 
doctrines which represented all men as dnners, tboft 
making repentance necessary for all ; which more im« 
mediately, and with peculiar severity^ attacked tfxxse 
vices of which they were guilty ; thus weakerang tlic 
influence which they had unjusdy acquired over the 
minds of the people ; which placed die despised Gen« 
tiles on a level with God^s ancient people the Jews; 
breaking down the middle wall of partiticxi that was* 
between them, and making them all one in Christ 
Jesus i which represented theii* rigid attention to tfie 
cxtpmal ordinances of tlieir religion, as of little agni- 
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icance in the sight of God, unless they were accom* 
anied by the more weighty matters of the law — ^unless 
lese outward observances ori^ated in purity and 
jM^fatness of heart. 

The voluptuous shrank away m terror from that 
eavenly system of pure morality, which required men 
> love not the world, nor the things of it; to crucify 
le flesh, with its afiections and lusts; to be sober 
1 all things ; not to live in pleasure, fcH* that he who 
lus liveth is dead to all the valuable purposes of life; 
1 a word, to take up the cross daily, and follow the 
teps of the great Author of this divine institution, 
trough the nigged paths of patience and mortifica- 
on. 

From all tfiese considerations, we are not to be sur- 
rised, that the Gospel, at its first appearance, was 
ejected by artful hypocrites, wealthy sensualists, and 
iipercilious tyrants : as the apostie observed ; ^^ Ye 

see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise 

men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many 

noble are called." But, while these, with fatal dis* 
^ard to their best interests, spumed the blessing from 
lem ; whenever it was proposed to men of humble 
nd docile hearts, it was gratefully received as the most 
recious gift of heaven ; it was cordially embraced as 
he power of God unto salvation. 

My brethren, human nature has been the same in all 
ges. Ignorance and vice haw ever borne too exten- 
ive a sway. The understandings of men have been 
Iways liable to be, perverted by prejudice, and thei^ 
earts corrupted by passion. fFe are not exempted 
om the common infirmities, we have too much rea- 
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son to dqdore the general corraption of our nat 
To aid the weakness, to correct the defxavi^ of n 
kind, b the benevdent design of the ever blca 
Gospel. This Gospel we have reodved as the n 
oi everlasting truth : we have not entirely rejected 
l&e the proud and wicked rulers of the Jews; but 
causes which then operated to its total rejection 
those corrupted men, have ever since checked its p 
gress, and diminished its influence in the world. ] 
us, then, attend to the transaction recorded in 
passage ci sacred Scripture, which is the subjec 
this discourse; and let us draw from it the fdlow 
impcxtant points of practical improvement 

lst« Let the intentions of our hearts be pure , 
upright; let us be desirous to obtain truth, and 
improve in virtue : this disposition of mind will be 
best advocate for the excellency of our holy rdigi 
it will lead us to receive its doctrines with humil 
and to execute with alacrity its heavenly prece 
The proud and hypocritical Pharisees made a ^ 
show of piety, but in their hearts they had no sine 
regard for truth, no real love of virtue : hence, t! 
rejected Christianit}', and derided and persecuted 
divine Author of it. What man that wishes for 
comfortable assurance of pardon to the penitent^ 
grace to subdue the depravity of his nature, of instr 
tion in all righteousness, of supernatural aid in 
performance of his dutyf of the most sublime repres 
tations of God, and of that great reward which he y 
bestow upon his faithful people— what man that 
his mind thus dis|K)sed, can turn away with conter 
from the Gospel of Christ, which a£fords such abi 
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dant gratification to all these exalted desires of die 
human heart? 

Sdly. Here let oar attention be particularly called 
to die fetal tendency of affluence and power, in harden- 
ing^ the human heart against religious impressions. 
The rulers believed not; in defiance of the most 
Incontestable evidence, they refused to become Christ's 
discipkSy because his doctrines tended to restrkt their 
pleasures, and to lessen their authority. ^^ It is easier,'^ 
iays our divine Instructor, *^ for a camd to go through 
^ the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into 
^ the kingdom d heaven.'' He afterwards qualifies 
the expression, by restricting the difficult to those 
who trust in rich^. And does not eveiy one's daily 
observation supply him with too many instances of this 
vmu confidence? Wealth can procure abundance of 
sensual gratifications ; whithersoever it goes, numerous 
votaries art ready to do it homage; it prompts to the 
csommission of crimes, and then furnishes the means of 
toncealing or palUating them. In these circumstances, 
will not the rich man be almost irresistiUy tempted to 
Hsregaid the prophet's exh(»tation ; and to glory ii¥ 
liis riches, instead of glorying in this, Aat he under- 
standeth and knoweth the Lord, who exercises loving^ 
kindness, judgment, and righteousness, ki the earth ? 
The apostle well knew the treachery oi the human 
heart, when exposed to this temptation, and therefore 
has left this solemn direction to the ministers (^Christ's 
reli^on; '^ Chai^ them that are rich in this worid, 
*^ that they be not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain 
" riches, but in the living God." Permit me, then, 
^lifectionately to charge those who are elevated to 




164 On the Temper necessary for the Sermon 14 

affluence and power, to guard with incessant v^lanoe 
agsunst ttie peculiar dangers of their ^tuation : not to 
be high-minded on account of such frivolous distaic- 
ticms; not to place thdr dependence on possesskxfi 
which are this day with us, and to-moirow make them- 
selves wings and fly away ; not to foi^et, that rd^on 
is as necessary to them^ as it is to others; that as to its 
influence on the rest of mankind, it is of mudi more 
consequence when it shines forth m them, than when 
it appears in men of inferior station; that it is as neces- 
sary for them to trust in the living God, as it is for the 
pocxest beggar who lies at their gate, desiring to be fed 
with the crumbs that M from their table. 

Sdly. This portion of Holy Scripture affords an in- 
structive lesson to those who are inclined to presume 
on their wisdom^ as well as on their wealth and power. 
The Pharisees and rulers of the Jews, too confident in 
their own abilities, perverted the words of prophecy to 
support their erroneous opinions : they corrupted die 
law setting aside the authority of the more substantiad 
precepts of m<»ality , and laying the greatest stress upon 
in^gnificant rites and ceremonies: they c(»ideroned 
with unbecoming severity those who would not adopt 
their notions ; declaring that they were deceived ; that 
they knew not the law; that they were cursed before 
God. Hence, they jusdy drew down upon diemselves 
the severe rebuke of our Lord, who styled them 
*< blind guides, making the word of God of none effixt 
".by their traditions." In matters of religion, cUvine 
revelation is the great source of all our knowledge : this 
is the true light shining from heaven to guide us on- 
ward in our way to immortal bliss« Let us purify our 
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hearts from all undue attachment to the vafiities of diis 
wicked wcxid ; let us consult the oracles of heavenly- 
truth with upright intentions, in simplicity and godly 
^ncerity, and we cannot &il of becoming nvise unto 
salvation. We are not to wrest the Holy Scriptures 
in confirmation of our rash opinions, but must oxrect 
our groundless prejudices, and regulate our sentiments 
by that unerring standard. We are not to sit down 
and indulge our own vain imaginations, proudly deter- 
mining what was best for God to do in hb dealings 
with the sinful race of Adam ; but rather, anxiously to 
inquire, What has he actuaUy done? Weak and 
ignorant as we are, let us not presume to form schemes 
of salvation for ourselves, but with humble gratitude, 
accept that which has been already proposed to us by 
infinite wisdom and goodness. For, 

In the last place, the more we become acquainted 
with this wonderful plan of divine mercy exhibited to 
a sinful world through a Redeemer, the m(»pe shall we 
be inclined to adopt the hearty acknowledgment of 
those early converts, " Never man spake like thb man ! '* 
He speaks to us now in the sublimest precepis of 
heavenly wisdom; in the most winning accents of 
never-dying love : he speaks to us by his word and 
providence; by the suggestions of his spirit, the dic- 
tates of enli^tened reason, and the rdiections of a 
tender conscience. Let us hsten, and be obedient to 
these celestial admonitions. Let us not be ashamed to 
confess him before men — ^to acknowledge the pious 
convictions of our hearts, although the men of this 
world may call us deceived, may revile, and even 
execrate. And he will not be ashamed of us, when 
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he comes in gloiyy with his holy angds. He will 
speak to us in language that will cause our hearts to 
exult with jqjr through the boundless ages of eternity; 
<* Come, ye blessed of my Fatfier, inherit the king- 
<' dom prepared for you from the foundaticxi of the 
« world.^' 




V 



SERMON XV. 



On the Sahatian offered in the Oa^eL 



PHILIPPIANS ii. 12, 18. . 

Work dot your own salvation with fear and trembling: for it is 
God winch worbech in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure. 

xH£ Holy Scriptures universally represent ^/^trA as 
4^ source of every Christian virtue, and ascribe all 
sorts of wickedness to an evil heart of unbelief. Were 
we thoroughly convinced that the awful doctrines of 
divine revelaticHi are true, thb conviction must neces- 
sarily have a powerful influence upon our behaviour. 
If we sincerely believe that man is now in a fallen, 
degenerate condition ; that the Son of God, widi un- 
paralleled condescension and love, came to redeem him 
from this state of sin and misery ; that our existence ia 
this transitory world is only preparatory to an unchanged 
able eternity ; that we are accountable and immortal 
creatures; and that all the present dispensations of 
Providence have respect to our future welfare — ^if we 
heartily believe these momentous truths, will not the 
natural consequence be, that in every stage of our 
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Christian progress we shall walk circumspectly, and 
make it the great business of life to work out our 
salvation with fear and trembling ? 

The heedlessness of thought, and dissipation of 
manners, which so generally prevail among nominal 
Christians, must be, to every truly considerate person, 
matter of equal surprise and concern. Is it, indeed, 
true that we are animated by immortal souls? Do 
heedless sinners run upon the brink of a precipice, 
where the first &lse step which they make may plunge 
tliem into everlasting misery? Is it necessary even 
for the Christian who thinks he stands in the utmost 
security, to be continually admonished to take heed 
lest he fall ? Surely, then, the injunction of the holy 
apostle cannot be too frequently inculcatedr--^^ with 
^' fear and trembling, work out the salvation of your 
" immortal souls.'* 

The words of the text naturally lead our attention 
to four very important inquiries. 

I. The nature of that salvation which is offered to 
us in the Gospel; 

II. In what sense it may be said, that it is to be 
worked out by us; 

III. The disposition of mind with which this work . 
is to be performed—" with fear and trembling;'* 

IV. The encouragement which we have to proceed 
with alacrity under all difficulties and dangers, 
since God worketli in us both to will and to do. 

The Gospel of our blessed Redeemer provides the 
means of salvation from all the sad effects of the 
original transgression of the divine law« 

1. It offers to save us from ignorance^ by afibrding 
the most clear and comprehensive precepts with respect 
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:o our diity in this world, and the most positive declara* 
ion& relative to our destination in a future state of 
existence. Christ is, therefore, with the utmost pro- 
priety, called ^' a Light to lighten the Gentiles;" and 
writfi equal reason it is said, '^ diat life and immortality 
" were brought to light by the Gospel.*' 

2. This wonderful scheme of mercy proposes to 
save us fix>m the dreadful penalty which was denounced 
against sm. The justice of God demanded satisfaction 
for his violated law. The Redeemer of sinners inter- 
posed, and satisfied evay demand. He offered an 
adequate atonement for the sins of mankind. He 
became an effectual Mediator between a holy God 
and his polluted creatures^ So that we may now 
exclaim with exulting hearts, ^* Who is he that con- 
" demneth ? The curse of the law b now taken away : 
•' its condemning power is destroyed by being nailed 
'^ to the cross. Through the atoning blood of Christ, 
" we have redemption, even the forgiveness of ans." 

3. The salvation offered in the Gospel was designed 
to rescue us from the tyrannical power of sin. This 
^ce of God teacheth us to deny all ungodliness and 
irorldly lusts; not to permit sin any longer to have 
dominion over us, but to become a holy nation, a 
peculiar people unto God. He who nameth the name 
of Christ, is most indispensably required to depart from 
biquity. 

4. But, the salvation which is now proposed to our 
bopes and wishes, is not confined to the narrow limits 
of this mortal life. It is extended to the world of 
spirits ; to the regions of immortality : it looks forward 
to eternity. It is a salvation from misery, represented 
in Scripture under images the most alarming to human 
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nature ; from the worm tliat nevei^ dies, and the fin 
that is never quenched ; from the unutterable wretched^ 
ness that is prepared for the devil and his angetai 
Well, therefore, is it called by the apostle, a gn^ 
salvation; and, of infinite moment b the questiiDOy 
" How shall we escape if we neglect it*'— how shall 
we escape the just imputation of folly, ingratitude^ and 
presumption ? But this leads us to inquire in the 

Second place, in what sense it may be said to be 
^' worked out by us.^^ And here, a necessary distino 
tion is to be made between the terms redemf^an aod 
salvation* All mankind have been redeemed by die 
active and passive obedience of Jesus Christ. He \m 
tasted death for every man: he has paid a ransom fiof 
all. But, although our redemption is accomplished^ 
our final salvation is suspended on certain condidonsi 
Sufiicient provision has been made to save us from 
ignorance. But still, we may refuse to receive instnio 
tion ; wisdom may utter her voice in the streets, and 
the simple ones may nevertheless love simplidty ; we 
may set at nought the wisest counsel of God. 

Through the intercession of Jesus Christ, repentance 
and remission of sins are now to be preached to sB 
people. But if impious transgressors harden their 
hearts in iniquity, the atonement is of no avail to them* 
The burden of guilt remains. They refuse to repent; 
and, consequently, their iniquities are not forgiven. 

The grace of God is sufficient for us. The aid of 
liis Holy Spirit is fi'eely ofiered, to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. But, if we do despite to his holy 
suggestions, we shall not escape from the pollutions of 
this wicked world. 

We are now m a state of probation, where it is 
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practicable, by a diligent use of the means of grace, to 

ificure the salvation of our imniortal souls. But still, 

the language of the Redeemer may hereafter be to usy 

what it once was to the refractory Jews ; *^ Ye would 
^no^"— rye would not comply witli the terms j>rc- 

Bcribed, and your condemnation must be attributed to 

Tour own perverseness. 

Since, therefore, the fe^t of the Oospel is so plente- 
QUsly furnished, l^t not aqy of tl^Qse who are invited 
fefuse to come; ^d let those who appear have on thp 
!Kredding*garment* l^et i|s work while it is day, Let 
|t be <^vef fniipresaed oi\ pur i^inds, ths^t now is the 
Kppepted time ; |K)w i^ the d^y of salvation, We must 
fl^ulously do Qod's will, that we may obtain his 
pFeqpm pron^ises. We n^ust give all diligence to 
iqal^e Qur palling and election sure. To this end, let 
j( 1:^ the gre^t concern of our life, to have our under- 
standing enlightened with the wisdom which cometh 
llowq from above ; to obtwi the forgiveness of our sms ; 
to have the love of holiness implanted in our hearts ; 
and thus, under the influence of faith and penitence, to 
^terts^i) a weU-rgrpunded hope of a blessed immor- 
;ality. 

The third thing which the text proposes to our 
Berious consideration, is the disposition of n^ind with 
which this great business of working out our salvation 
is to be conducted ; and that is, with fear and trem- 
Wing* So powerful is the influence of godly fear, and 
10 necessary for the regulation of the Christian's con- 
versation through life, that we find it earnesdy recom- 
mended in almost every page of the sacred Scriptures. 
" The fear of the Lord'' is said " to be the beginning of 
'< wisdom;'' as it leads us to reflect on ^he changers of 
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die in the Lord; and, according to the divine promise, 
that their works will follow them; that the pty whidi 
Christians now express fw the poor, the alms which 
they now best«w, will be like seed sown in the earth, 
from which thty will hereafter reap plenteously — God 
will not forget their labour that proceedetb of love. He 
believes, that constant attention to God's holy word 
and sacraments, to all the offices of devotioQ, has a 
direct tendency to produce in us those qualifications 
which will be the source of bliss through an unchange- 
able eternity. God grant, that all who now hear me, 
may be persuaded to act upon these divine princijdes, 
for the sake, and through the merits of our compas- 
uonate Redeemer; to whom be all praise, hcMiour, and 
^ory, for evef and ever. Amen. 



SERMON XVI. 



On the Existence and Government of Ood. 



ROMANS xi. 36. 

of him, and through him, and to him, are all thiogi: to whom 

be glory for ever. Amen. 

DR the regulation of human conduct, and the well« 
ig of mankind, nothing is so essentially nece&^ary 
a solemn sense of the exbtence, and the moral 
ernment of Almighty God. In every age of the 
Id, and under every form of civil society, this 
iciple has been brought into operation, in order 
retain depraved man in the. performance of his 
\\ Some moddfti refiners, indeed, have impiously 
mpted to destroy its influence over the human 
d ; and we all know the lamentable consequences, 
igion is the only sure foundation on which to build 
felicity for time, as well as eternity; and this 
rely depends upon our belief, that the universe was 
ted, and is still governed by a Being of infinite 
er and wisdom ; and that man is a moral agent, an 
luntable creature, who will hereafter be called into 
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judgment for the deeds done in the body — Ar hb 
whole conduct during this probatiimary state. 

At sundry times, and in divers manners, God has 
fonnerly revealed himself to patriarchs and prophets. 
To the whole people of Israel he gave visible tokens 
of his mors imme<Uate {vesencCf by the cloud oi |^ocy 
«4iich wait before them during their march flirou^ 
tfie mldemess, and which, after their settlement 'ax the 
promised land, rested over the mercy-seat in the tabex- 
nacle and m the tenii^. To w upon whom the ends 
of the world are come, is affbrded no such extraor- 
dinary manifestation of his presence. We have, never- 
theless, two volumes Irom which to learn the greatness 
ofhis glory: the booked nature, bespeaking his power 
and wisdom, is open to the inspection of evoy eye; 
axA, in the sacred Scriptures are to be found die 
most sublime representations of his ^oious attdbutCB. 
Among numberiess passages which might be adduced 
to diis purpose, I have sdected, as the subject of oar 
meditations at diis time, that awful declaratim of St 
Paul, " Of turn, and through him, and to him, are aD 
•* things: to whom be glory fw ever. Amen.'* " 0/ 
** him are all diings," as he is the Creator, the effioent 
cause of whatever exists. " Through him are aD 
** things," as he is the Dtrectw aiffi providential Dis- 
poser of the universe of matter and spirit. <■ To lum 
** are all things," as the design and end of all is S 
illustration of God's glorj-, and the manifestaticm of liB 
divine perfections. And, to this high and lofty One 
who inhabiteth etemitj-; to him, whom his innared 
servants have emphatically styled the most Ughett, H 
is unquestionably the duty of the whole intel^ent 
creation to ascribe majesty, dominitm, and power: to 
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him be gloiy 6x ever; and, let every heart that svrelta 
with the sUghtest emotions^f piety, suy. Amen. 

What an astonishing thought! The great object 
of our adoration existed from etermty, qlone. I$e who 
is the Author of all being, ii^r began to be i As 
truly ti; all other things are biinPadows of tus glory. 
AH the knowlec^ tliat is disp&ye^ amon^ intelligent 
creatures, Erpmthe higiu-st archangel, to the lowest of 
the bum^fSse; ^|^^ power, and wisdom, and 
beauhrj^lMch is exmBe^ tt^jtoughout the imrocnu^ 
(rf hi; works, ^iiigs irom" this exliaustless source of 
all thJt is greiit, ana wise, and good. Drcadibl excel- 
lence ! Hgft our soi^ are beaten back with the light 
of thy gloiffsAWeTnay reach fyward ; we may buri), 
vith eager d|urc' to c^krehend thy essence, and to . 
yield thee simai^.8danMn; but still, thou art aborc 
the ^rarmest 'Sections of our heart, and tbe most 
enlarged conceptbns «f our understanding ! 

Tlds self-existent B^^, by wkee powerful word 
the universe was-spoken into e^t^e/ now presides 
over the works of his creation with uncoiiiroll^e sway. 
Far beyond this great system of which our earth is a 
part; &r beyond the spheres^ other planets circling 
other suns, no doubt the effects of his power extend. 
But, however our ima^^tiiHis n^y range throi^h 
the immensity of space, wherever creatures c^ist, therif 
the government of the Creatcn- prevails: "/Arm^ lum 
^f^ all things." This mighty system of nature 
spears to be governed by stated laws; but stilt, in Ins 
hand is the constant regulation of the whc^ stopeiidous 
niachine. Ife can suspttiA or alter itii opoatians, to 
answer the purposes of his univeiaal g^feroment: he 
can make the waters of the sea forget dirir usqat 
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course^ and rise on an heap to open a passage for his 
chosen people : at his command, the sun himself wiD 
fifand stilL 

In the works of nature, however, we find that these 
deviations fit>m the^^blished order of tilings, seldom 
occur. In the mo/^p^rld, to a muq^i greater degree, 
disorder unhappibj^^^. Among the numberiess 
beings who are thSWspqpg of the great Parent of all, 
some were called into ex1st|MKntell^eiit creatures; 
free and moral agents ; l^^Q^^^^f understalRing the 
hws of their Creator ; endCied with the power of stand- 
ing in their first estate, but at the same time WcAt to 
£dl. The rational creature, man, fell fix^yiis original 



fix^dyii! 

lA^SG 



fXectitude: God mad%him upright, biMlFsought out 
^ many inventions. Hence, ^||^d misov pervade the 
world. Hence, the violen<^^r passionroo often sub- 
dues the feeble efforts of reason. Hence arise civil 
broils, wars, and commotions, • af&ictive changes in 
femilies, and convulsions of^ghty empires. But still, 
Ae Lord Gdd ftnnipotent reigneth, be the foolish 
people ever so unquiet : he ruieth among the armies of 
heaven, and over the inhabitants of the earth : he ssuth 
to the folly and madnessrof mankind, as he said tathe 
mging of the sea, *' Hitherto shalt thou come, and no 
^* farther." He controls all the passions and violent 
exertions of men, so as best to answer the purposes of 
his universal dominion: even from their follies and 
their vices, he takes occasion to display his in 
wisdom and mercy ; as it is said by the pious Psalmist, 
" Surely, the wrath of man shall praise thee; the 
" remainder of wrath shalt«hou restrain." This truth 
is abundantly confirmed by the history which is afforded 
Us in Scripture, of the transactions of those ancient 
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nations who were in any way connected with God's 
chosen peqile, die descendants erf* Abraham: they 
were prosecuting their selfish sdiemes of interest, ambi* 
tion, or revenge ; but God turned all their exerticms 
into a subserviency to his own comprehensive views, 
in the moral government of the ^rld. 

In the course of such meditations, we are naturally 
led to that wonderful dispensation of his providence, 
which is revealed in ^ Holy Scriptures, respecting 
the recovery of mantflhd out of their present wretched 
condition, and raising them to the perfection and final 
happiness of their nature, through the mediation of a 
Redeemer^^ God so loved the w(x*ld — a rebellious and 
sinful workt-pthat he sent his only -begotten Son to 
reconcile the degenerate race of mankind unto himself, 
not imputing their transgressions unto them. By and 
through Aim, was this astonishing scheme of mercy 
devised and carried into execution. Through him^ 
prophets were inspired to predict future events : mira- 
cles were wrought, firom age to age, in confirmation of 
the testimony of his messengers ; and all the revolu- 
tions of the world were made subservient to the estab- 
lishment c^ the Messiah^ dominion in the earth. 
Through himy die first preachers of the Gospel were 
enabled to triumph over every difficulty and danger, 
till the religion of a crucified Redeemer was firmlf 
established among men: and through him — ^through 
%e blessed influence of his grace and Holy Spirit, this 
religion is now made effectual to the restoration of 
fallen man — ^to the conversion of sinners, to the present 
sanctification of our nature, and to our future exaltation 
to a state of happiness and glory. 

Let those, therefore, who have been happily cayed 
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to a knowledge of the truth ; let humble bcfiorers ever 

remember, that the end of all God's dealings wiA 

diem, is to advance tiieir best mterests; to secure dbdr 

everlasdng wel&re. Throi^h hun^ is die injundicxi 

bid upon them to walk in all the ordUnanoes of \m 

reUg^on ; to celebrate lus sacraments, and to adore him 

in die puUic and private offices of praise and praTer, 

Through him^ are the various trials ^Hiicb they meet 

widi, in the course of their jprddy pilgrimage: 4ie 

frowns of temporal affliction, aij3 the seducii^ anules 

of earthly prosperity, are bodi intended to tiy dieir 

moderation and sohrie^ ; to improve their patience and 

redgnation; to strengthen their fiuth ; to elevate didr 

hopes more and more from earth to heavfn; and, in.aH 

respects, to qualify them for d^ qijoyment of future 

bfiss and glory. 

From these reflections on the works di God and die 
ways of his providence, we may well concur with the 
holy apostle, in his declaration, that *^ to him are aB 
** diings"— all things are subservient to die settbg 
forth of lus glory, to die illustration of his divine per- 
fections. If we look round upon this material univer^ 
how can we forbear to exclaim with die Psahnist— . 
^^ O Lord, how manifold are thy works ; in wisdom 
^< hast thou made them all \ The heavens declare thy 
*' glory, and the firmament showeth thy handy^work ; 
*^ the earth also is full of thy goodness!'' 

If we consider those dispensations of his providence 
which have occurred in past ages of the world, those 
which have fallen under our own observation as rdat- 
ing to others, and those which we ourselve^ have 
experienced; how wonderfully has the wisdom and 
the power of God been displayed in the management 
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of human aflimrs! He ruleth among the inhabitants 
of the earth* He putteth down one, and setteth up 
another. Although we now see but a very small part 
of his ways ; although clouds and darkness are round 
about his throne; ^i we see enough to be perfixtly 
ccnvincedt that mercy and truth go before lus &ce ; 
that righteousness and equity are tfie haUtatkm k£ his 
seat 

But, more especially, have we reason to say, that 
<' to him are all things,^' when we contemplate Ae 
wonderful scheme of redemption provided for fidlen 
man through the mediation of Jesus Christ In this 
astonishing di^>ensation, we are called near to me^Ktate 
on the glory of the eternal Trinity • The inconqvdien- 
sible Ddty is held forth to our profound adonitiont 
under the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and 
these Tlyree Persons are all concerned in the merciful 
work of man's salvation, as our Creator, our Redeemer, 
'ted the Sanctifier of our corrupted nature* Thb is, 
indeed, a great mystery d[ godliness; and yet, so far 
as we are able to comprehend it, we perceive the attri- 
butes of God wonderfully harmonizing: here, mercy 
and truth meet together, righteousness and peace kiss 
each others-God is merciful to anners, and yet true 
in the execution of his direatening, diat sin shall not go 
unpunished : he is righteous in vindicating the honour 
of his violated law ; and yet, penitent transgressors may 
look up \^th the blessed expectation of pardon and 
peace. 

Thus, all things serve to the manifestation of the 
divine perfections. And, if this observation be true, 
even in this imperfect state, where we know but in 
part, and where our clearest visioQ is but seeii^ 
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through a glass darkly; how much more urill our 
enlightened spirits be inclined to acknowledge, << that 
^ to him are all things," when we come to the oon* 
clui^on of this scene of moral discipline ! Then, die 
clouds which now surround the halntaticHi of his aeat^ 
will be dispersed ; the most mysterious dispensations 
c^ his providence will be unfolded ; and, whedier his 
justice be displayed in the punishment of the wicked, 
or his mercy in the salvation of the righteous, his ways 
will be perfectly vindicated in the ^ght of all inteUigeot 
beings. 

By such meditations as these, let our hearts be 
warmed into effusions of adoration and praise : let us 
exclaim with the apostle, *^ To him be gl<»7 for ever!" 
No doubt, this divine strain began with the creation of 
the first ratbnal being. When the foundations of the 
earth were laid, and the comer-stone thereof viras fieust- 
ened, '* the morning stars sang together, and all the sons 
" of God shouted for joy." Man is the only creature^ 
upon earth capable of knowing his Creator, and of 
tendering him a reasonable service. Let us unite with 
the inhabitants of the celestial regions in the song of 
praise. Let us attune our voices now to those heavenly 
halleluiahs^ which will continue through the ages of 
eternity. The glowing cherubim and seraphim who 
stand nearest to the throne of God, can only praise him 
as their almighty Creator, their righteous Sovereign. 
fFe can speak forth his glory as our merciful Redeemer 
from sin, and death, and hell. Let us, then, not only 
as rational and immortal creatures, but as redeemed 
sinners, glorify him by reverential thoughts, by words 
expressive of our inward veneration, and by actions 
suited to the purity of his righteous laws. Let him 
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who has redeemed us to God by hb bloody receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blci»ng« To the blessed and 
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lends, 
who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which 
no man^can approach imto— -to him be^^oiy in the 
Church .throughout all ages, world without end. 

It will readily occur to you, my brethren, that from 
the subject on which we have been now discoursing, 
many practical inferences, of great importance, may be 
easily deduced. 

. 1st. Our limited faculdes, we may reasonably con- 
clude, can never perfectly comprehend the nature of 
the great Jehovah ; of that glorious Being who exists 
fix>m everlasting to everlasting. To a certain degree 
he has revealed himself to us, in the sacred Scriptures. 
This is the God of Christians. Let us never presume 
to be wise above what is writtep. To these (xacles of 
^ine truth, let us have recoiu^ for direction in our 
devotions. Here we are taught to present our religious 
services to the ever-adorable Trinity, as engaged, at 
first, in the formation, and afterwards in the redemption 
and sanctification of man. And, in perfect conformi^ 
to these principles, the litany^ (in other words, that 
which may be emphatically styled, the service of our 
Church,) after a particular address to God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, concludes in this fervent 
strain of humble supplication — ** O holy, blessed, and 
'^ glorious Trinity, tlu^e Persons, and one Goi^; hav^ 
" mercy upon us, miserable sinners !^' . 

52dly. From what has been now said, let us learn 
with patience and humility to acquiesce in all the 
dispensations of God's providence: thrau^ hm axe 
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an things. After having diligently used all the means 
which heaven has placed in our I^nds fer Ae avoiding 
of evil and die attainment of good ; ^ker having prajed 
fiorvendy with all supplication in the spirit, fiar the 
guidance and protection of infinite vnadam^ and good- 
ness, and power; letushumbtyrestpersuadedidiBtall 
things will wori^ together for good* In theMiowcf 
thy prosperity, be not so ungiateiol as to forget Ami 
who opraedi his hand and filleth thee vnA plenleous- 
ness. In the seascHi of diy distress, remember, taX 
he can make the short affliction of a moment condodve 
to the attainment of a £ir more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. 

Sdly. If such be the perfections of the seif-ezistont 
Jehovah, ci whom, and through whom, and to whom, 
are all things ; let us be induced to walk before Um in 
humility and godly fear ; let us acknowledge his wis- 
dom and power in all our ways. He hadi searched us 
out and known us. He is about our path in the pufafic 
walks c^ life, and about our bed in the sdUness of 
retirement. There b not a word in our toi^e which 
he knowetb not altx^ether: nay, he understandetfa die 
very diougfats of our heart Icxig befive diqr are ex- 
pressed b language. Let diese awful reflections have 
thdr due effect, in restruning both open and secret 
kiiqui^'. Let die name of this great Beii^ never be 
proimed in common conversation ; and, more especi- 
ally, in the solemnity of an oaih, let k always be 
remembered, that a direct appeal is madte to his wisdom 
who searcheth the heart, to his justice who hatetb 
iniquity, and to his power who is able to destroy both 
body and soul in hell. 

4thly. If it be unquestionably trae, that bodi die 
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tempoTBl and eternal wd&re of mankind are promoted 
by their living under a constant sense of the superin- 
tending power of the Deity, let us hdd in becoming 
estimation tfiat holy religpon, the direct tendency of 
which is to impress a thoughtless world with these 
salutary sentiments. Why was the Sabbath instituted, a 
priesthood appointed, sacraments ordained, the preach- 
ii^ of the Gospel commanded, public worship required 
of all die pn^essors of Christianity? The blessed 
deagn <^all tiiese institutions, is to keep altve in the 
minds d* mei an awful sense of the present authority, 
and the future judgment of Almighty God. Let that 
man, therefore, be considered not only as an enemy to 
reUgion, but as a mischievous member of ci^ spciety, 
who habitually pro&nes the Sabbadi, endeavours to 
faring into disrepute the Christian ministry, vilifies the 
Scriptures, disregards himself, and strives to make 
ethers disregard the public services of the sanctuary* 
I^ with all the restraint which religion can impose 
upon the human m'^nd, so many horrid scenes of sin 
and misery are every day presented to our view; what 
would be the condition of the d^enerate race of 
Adam, were they to believe that m this life there is no 
righteous InspectcNT of their conduct, and after death 
no judgment? Let us, my brethren, with full purpose 
of heart, endeavour to prevent the miseries which 
must necessarily result fi-om these irreligious principles. 
Let us hold fkst the profession of our faitli witiiout 
wavering; and, by a holy life and conversation, adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. Let 
our meditations be frequendy elevated to that glorious 
Bdng who is infinite in all his perfections. There let 
the most ardent affections of our hearts be fixed, where 
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mly true joys are to be found. In this remote place 
of our earthly pilgrimage, we know but in part — our 
understanding is very contracted, and our love is bio 
often engro^ed by unworthy objects. Blessed are 
they who shall be qualified to see face to &ce in the 
regions of immOTtali^. To them God will, indeed, 
make manifest lus glwy- They will be admitted to 
those delightful entertainments of heavenly knowledge 
and divine love, which in this imperfect state, eye h^ 
not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive. Let it be our delight, in 
all circumstances of this variegated life, to draw near 
to God in the solemnities of lus holy religion ; and 
taore especially, under the pressure of any temporal 
calamity, from this inexhaustible source let uadraw 
sweet consolation. The day will, ere long, arrive, 
when we must behold him, either as an avoigit^ 
Judge, or as a Father reconciled through Christ to l^ 
penitent children. Let us, in the oelebration of the 
ordinancesof his Church here upon earth, behold, as 
in a glass, the gloiy of the Lord ; so that being changed 
into the same image, from glory to glory, even as by 
die Spirit of the Lord, we may be quaUfied for a more 
Jndmate communion with him through the ages of a 
blessed eternity. 




SERMON XVII. 



The Necessity of adding Piety to Morality. 



MALACHI iii. 8. 

IVill a man rob God ? yet ye haVe robbed me. But ye say. 
Wherein bave we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 

XT is observed by the holy apostle James, " Whoso- 
^ ever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
'^ point, he is gi^ty of all." Although, upon the first 
view, there be in this declaration an appearance of un- 
reasonable severity ; upon more attentive examination, 
it will be found to rest upon unquestionable principles 
of truth and equi^. For if any man, in other respects, 
be scrupulously obedient, and }ret live in the habitual 
and wilful violation of any one known precept of the 
divine law ; it is evident that he is actuated by some 
^nister and temporary motive, and not by a real love 
of his du^- — faiy^ sincere reverence for that wise and 
powerful Being, from whom the whole law, one pre^ 
cept as well as another, derives its authority. Thus 
the aposde argues; *^He that said. Do not commit 
'< adukery ; said also. Do not kill :" and he who com- 
9uts one crime, although he avoid the other, is never- 
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theless become a transgressor of the law — an q^poser 
of that righteous Power which has a right to prescribe 
the limits of our duty, and to demand our entire and 
unreserved obedience. 

Let these observations be attended to, by the men 
of mere moral virtue^ who discard religion, n^lect die 
ofiices of piety, and place their whole dependence upoQ 
a punctual discharge of the duties of the second taUe 
of the law; deeming themsdves perfecdy secure, be- 
cause they do no injury to their neighbour, and give 
to all men their dues. But, have they no conne^on, 
no intercourse with any other intelligent Being in the 
universe, besides their fellow-men ? Is there not an 
almighty Creator, a wise Governor, a righteous Judge? 
And has not he an equitable clmm to the in^cit 
obedience of those whom he created ; to the wannest 
laffections of those who have been so highly obliged; 
to the most awful reverence of those, who must render 
an account of themsdves before his august tribunal, 
and, according to the deeds done in the body, receive 
punishment or reward ? We may disclaim with abhor* 
rence all intention of injuring our neighbour, either in 
person or property. So far it is well ; but thb is only 
a part of our duty. Let us attend to the solemn inter- 
rogation of the great Jehovah himsdf ; *' Will a man 
" rob God ?" This would be impiety added to in- 
justice. We may presumptuously inquire, " Wherein 
" have we robbed thee ?'* The steady reply will be, 
<* In tithes and offerings"-*— in foiling to present to me 
those services which my religion indispensably requires. 
Tlhey who refuse to render to tlie almi^ity Sovere^ 
of the universe, the inward reverence and affection of 
their souls, together with that external homage which 
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is expres^ve of heartfelt piety, rob him of the honour 
which is due to hb sacred name* Sooner or later his 
ind^;nation will be awakened by such injustice and 
want of gratitude: as it is ssud of the iniquitous 
Israelites, in the verse immediately following the text ; 
" Ye are cursed with a curse ; for ye have robbed mc, 
^^ even this whole nation/' 

And shall this ever be our unhappy fate? Shall we 
heedlessly expose ourselves to such a dreadful denun- 
ciation ? God forbid, that we should be so r^ardless 
of his glory, or our own good ! Let me, then, entreat 
your serious attention, while I endeavour to impress 
your hearts with a deep sense of the duty which you 
owe to God, and point out some of the modes in whicli 
this humble and dutiful disposition b to be ex[MPessed. 
And may the happy result of our meditations be a 
stead&st determinaticm never to rob him of those 
reverential thoughts, respectful wcntls, and obedient 
actions, which he has so just a rig}it to claim from uSy 
bis intelligent creatures. 

He is our almighty Creator. From nothing, he 
called us into existence; and in all the powers and 
faculties of both soul and body, we are entirely his 
workmanship. If we have had earthly parents whom 
we reverenced and obeyed, how much rather shall 
we be in subjection to the Father of ^irits, that we 
may live and be happy with him for ever? A son 
honoureth hb father, and a servant his master: widi 
how great propriety may he^ then, demand, *^ If I be a 
" Father, where b mine honour ? If I be a Master, 
*' where b my fe?ff ?" 

As he originally created, so he cmtinually preserves 
the being which he gave. From him we derive life. 
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and health, and all things: he openeth Us hand, and 
filleth us with plenteousness. He jusdy, therefixc^ 
expects, that this should be the habitual laogus^ of 
our grateful hearts — ^^ What reward shall I give unto 
<< the Lord, for all the benefits wluch he hath bestowed 
^' upon me?" He justly expects, that we should pndse 
him for the goodness which we have already expe- 
rienced, and pray without ceasing for a contimianoc of 
his bles^gs. 

When, by the wilful commission of sin, the descend* 
ants of Adam were subjected to misery and deadi 
eternal ; he redeemed us firom this deplorable ccMkUtkn 
by a wonderful dispensation of mercy. Hence he 
derives a new claim to our love and obedience. Foe 
we are not our own : we are bought with a price firom 
the thraldom of sin and Satan : we are bou^ by the 
precious blood of Christ, the Lamb of God, without 
blemish and without spot. We, therefore, lie under 
indispensable oblig||ions to serve God in our bodies 
and in our spirits, which are his. 

He will be our righteous and all-powerful Judge. 
Before his awful tribunal all the nations of the eaidi 
will be collected; and he mil con^gn the mcked to 
miser}', but call the good into life and Uiss demaL 
How solicitous, then, ought we to be, to secure his 
favour and loving-kindness, upon whose final decisioQ 
our £ite depends for etemit}* ! If we fear those who 
can kill the body, how much rather ought we to 
fear turn who is able to destrov both body and soul in 
heU! 

And, after all these considerations, will a man pre- 
sume to rob God? Will he refuse to pay the just 
ttibute oikdx to bis Creator, gratitude to lus Prcaer* 
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ver, love to his Redeemer^ and reverence tbhis Judg^? 
Strange as such absurdity may appear; dangerous as 
such presumption may be; how many inconsiderate 
persons are there among us^ to whom this severe ex- 
postulation may be addressed, << Yet, ye have robbed 
" me, saith the Lord." They live, as if no such Bdng 
existed in the universe : ** they live," in the strong lan- 
guage of the aposde, << without God in the world." 
They look round upon the stupendous works of crea- 
tion, but their hearts swell not witti wonder, and 
adoration, and praise. They regale themselves from 
day to day with the divine bounties, but forget the 
hand that spreads the plenteous board before them. 
They hear of God's awful displeasure against sin, as 
it is manifested in tiie wcxiderful scheme of our Re- 
demption through a sufferii^ Saviour ; and yet, neither 
fiear nor gratitude can bring them to repentance. The 
warning voice of conscience coincides with the awful 
declarations of Scripture, ** that GM will judge the 
'< world in righteousness;" and yet, they persist in 
dieir crimes with as much unconcern, as if they were 
never to give an account of die deeds done in the 

body. 

The prophecy of Malachi, whence the text is taken, 
was delivered to the children of Israel, after tiieir return 
from the Babylonish captivity ; and we find from the 
book of Nehemiah, who was one of their leaders on 
thb important occasion, that they had lately entered 
into the most solemn engagements, not to rob God of 
any thing that was due to him, according to the ordi- 
nances of their law: as it is said, " They entered into" 
« a curse, and into an oath, to walk in God's law, 
'< which was given by Moses the servant of God, and 
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<Vto oteovc and do all tlie conuDflndnMils of the 

<^ Lord their God^ stfid his judgments^ and his stMutea.** 

We have entered into similar engageraente: thoae; wba 

have been baptized into the name of the aaorod Tiim^, 

have solemnly obligated themselves to fiear, . and km^ 

and serve, that great Being ^oae holjr name thqr 

confess ; the revelation of whose will they bdicv# to 

be contained in the sacred Scrijitures. Let us not| 

like the fickle and inconsiderate Jews^ violate the 

solemn oU^s^on of God's law. Let us ever keq» b 

mind the promise and profession which we have nadei 

let us die fix>m sin, and rise again unto rigltteouaBeaii 

let us continually mortify olir evil aiid conrupc afi»^ 

tions, and proceed daily in all virtue uul godliness of 

living: in a word; let us renounce the dev3 and alt 

his wcx-ks ; believe in God^ and serve him m laiodi 

body, and estate. This is the bounden duty of aB 

professing Christians. Prove your own selves^ tfne- 

fore, my befeved brethren ; examine your heart and 

life by the rule of Grod's commsaidments. If you 

deem it ignominious not to dischaige your debts to 

your fellow-men ; if you are impressed with becoming 

sentiments of the respect which is due to an eartiiiy 

superior ; think of that profixind veneration, that mire- 

served obedience, wtucli is due to an almig^i^ Sove- 

tdgn, the most bountiful Benefactor, a Being of infiiuto 

perfections. 

God is the absolute proprietor of alL When he 
requires any thing from his creatiiresi he only dermaods 
his own. Not that he stands in need of us» or our 
services : not that his felicity can be advanced hj 
our obedience : his sole intention in all that he re* 
quires, is to improve our virtue, so as to qualify us 




Sermap 17. PUty to Mmdiiy^ 195 

fcK the enjojrmeni of a higher degree of happiness im) 
gloiy. 

We rob God of that share oi torn affections which k 
due to hiniy vrtien we love die world and the things of 
it» more than the expected joys of heaven, where he 
displays the perfiDction of fait goodness and gksflry. We 
iDb Um of our time^ vAmeu we waste those hours m 
idleness or in vice, which ou^ to be spent in useful 
industry or devotional exierdses. We rob him of that 
portioa of aax worldly goods which ought to be devoted' 
to hb service, when we are regardless of the neccsdtite 
of the poor, and refuse to oxmibute any thing towards 
the siq>port and advancement of his rdigpon among 
die children of men. We rob him of that habitual 
reverence which is due to his sacred name, if we are 
lAaid, in our intercourse with die world, to vindicate 
hjs honour; or if, in private, we forget that we ever 
Uve in his presence* We rob him of those services 
wiiich are due fipom accountable d^itures, when, dur* 
ing the time of six days, the common business of this 
life is conducted without any r^ard to his present 
inspection or his future judgment; or when, on the 
Kvendi day of rest and devotion, this hallowed season 
is prostituted to serve the purposes of idleness and 
vice-^when we either entirely absent ourselves from 
the public solemnities of religion, or, if we aiq>ear in 
the hoi^se of God, make it evident from the inattention 
of our deportment, dis^t neither himself nor the solemn 
services which he rec^uif^s of us in diis place, are in sdl 
our thoughts* 

Were we solicitous to m^tain a con^stency of 
character; could we be persuaded to regulate our 
affections bv the standard of truth and virtue — to 




196 Tfie Neeesnty qfad£ng Sennon 17, 

estimate things in proportion to dieir real valne ; surdy, 
the transient gratifications of time would be deemed 
natters of littie significance, \iidien set in competi ti op 
with the solid joys of eternity: we should not tiiink it 
hard, at stated seasons, to retire fimn the pleasures or 
the business; (rf'this world, for the purpose of acknow- 
ledging, in the exercises of prayer and praise, our entire 
dependence upon that awful So vereign of die umverse^ 
who originally created us, and who every instant pre- 
serves us in being: we should be ready at all times ta 
express our gratitude to the bountiful Bestowec of al 
good thmgs, by devoting a part of our woricDy pos- 
sesions to the relief of our necessitous brediren, to 
^e advancement of his gloiy among the sons of men: 
whenever we appear in lus more immediate presence; 
when we come into his house, and make a show of 
prostrating ourselves before hb footstool, the mm^ed 
emotions ctf fear, and love, and gratitude, riang in our 
bosoms, would pr^pent all lightness and indecency of 
bdiaviour— eveiy look, and word, and gesture, which 
is not suited to the sacredness of the place, and the 
scienuiity of the occasion. 

The aposde speaks of the M^n erf* God who is 
th(m)ughly furnished unto all good works; and diis 
consistency of conduct, this perfection of character 
cannot spb^t, unless religion be luiited widi moraliQr; 
unless men be as sdicitous not to rob God of die 
services which are due to him, as they are to discharge 
their respective duties to each other. For the truth of 
this assertion, I will appeal to e\'ery understanding that 
can reason with proprieQr, to every heart that can fed 
with tenderness. Can that man pretend to be extremely 
anxious not to violate his obligaticHis to his neighbour, 
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who is nevertheless entirely inattentive to that relation 
in which he stands to God Almighty ? Can that man 
be actuated by pure social affisctions, who has no fear 
of an all-powerful Sovereign, no veneration for his 
heavenly Father, no love for his kindest Friend, no 
gratitude for his most bountiful Bene&ctor ? However 
exalted the attainments in worldly wisdom may be, 
which now excite our admiration ; however men may 
be distinguished by those virtues which are concerned 
merely in making provision for our temporal well- 
being; rest assured, that an awful sense of religious 
duty ever gives new dignity te the grave and wise; 
and to the most refined and delicate, it afibrds a pecu- 
liar sweetness and grace; it diffuses over the whole 
character a heavenly lustre, which we behold with both 
love and veneration. 

In this age of scq)ticism and impiety, we hear much 
of what each one 1ms a right to claim, of what is due 
from one man to another; but thise who declaim with 
most vehemence on this subject, seem to be the least 
inclined to step fcxth and vindicate the rights of God. 
The unbeliever will petulantly observe ; " He stands in 
<^ no need of our feeble assistance : he is altogetho* able 
^< to maintain his own authority.'' It is true; he will 
support the dignity of his government, either by the 
reformation or the destruction* of the transgressor. 
But still, he expects that we should endeavour to ex- 
tend his dominion over the hearts and lives of men, 
by all the rati(»ial methods which he has placed in our 
power : that we should not be ashamed of him and his 
word hdacc a ^nful generation: that on all proper 
occasions we should express an humble submission to 
the dispensations of his providence, and a profound 
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whose inordinate appetites have vanquished reason and 
lead it captive at their wiU. Biit^ could they be 
induced 40 consider seriously their real state and con- 
dition in this world ; they would soon, by God's grace, 
return to a better. mind« Cresses we must all sustain- 
in the present circumstances of hitman life, every man 
must be subject, in a greater or less degree, to diss^ 
pointment, mcHtificaUon, and restraint : and the import- 
ant inquiry is, Do we entertain just conceptions of our 
present situation ? Do we con^der this world, not as 
our continuing city, as our place of rest ; but as a 
transitory state of. discipUne and trial ? Do we stand 
constantly prepared to encounter the numberless diffi- 
culties which £ill in our way ? Do we take up our 
cross with alacrity, bear it with patient dignity, and 
make it subservient to the advancement of our felicity 
in a future state? Happy are thqy, who can answer 
tliese questions in the aiHrmative. 

To excite, and to cherish these necessary dispositions 
in the hearts of you who are now present, shall be the 
business of the following discourse : and, for this pur- 
pose, let me entreat you, in the first place, to consider, 
that you are under the guidance of the almightf 
Creator and wise Disposer of the universe : and that, 
however mysterious the present procedure of his 
providence may appear, he will make all things work 
together for good to those who love him. " We have 
" had fathers of our flesh, which corrected us, and ve 
" gave them reverence : shall we not much rather be 
" in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and liver 
The modest and affectionate child is little inclined to 
suspect even an earthly parent of partiality and undue 
severity : how much less reason have we to imaging ' 
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that the Judge of all the earth, the Parent of the 
universe will not, in every instance, do right? His- 
power we cannot dispute; fcx*. he is the Creator of all 
diings. His wisdom is displayed in all the works of 
his hands. His goodness is expressed to every man, 
and his tender mercy is over all his works. His dis- 
cipline will, therefore, be adapted to our necessity. 
Like froward children, unable to guide ourselves; 
pursuing with the greatest ardour, objects which are 
worthless, and which, if possessed, would prove per-* 
picious to us ; his paternal care interposes, crosses our 
wishes, obstructs our heedless prpgress, • disappoints . 
our fondest expectations. The stubborn and refrac- 
tory may murmur, and attempt to break, by violence, 
through these merciful restraints. Let us, rather, sub- 
mit with meekness, and in patience possess our souls. 
Let us calmly yield to his direction, who sitteth in the 
heavens, and ruleth over all. Let us seek first the king- 
dom of God; and, if we may but be conducted thither 
at last, not re{Mne, although the crooked ways may not 
immediately be made straight, nor all the rough places 
plain^ When we sjiall have reached the felicity of 
heaven, we shall bless our merciful Parent for those 
aflUctions which tended to confirm and strengthen us 
in all goodness. When we shall have arrived at the 
haven of rest, perhaps the recollection of the tempestsi 
tiirough which we passed, will ^ve additional delight 
to the serenity and brightness of the surrounding 
scene. 

As a preparatory step to the taking up of our cross, 
and bearing it with becoming dignity and fortitude, it 
is necessary that we should form a just estimate of thq 
present condition of human life. We were not sent 
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hitiieri to bask in the sunshine of unintemipted pros* 
p6ri^, to waste our time in stupid indolence or heed- 
less jollity. From the miseries to which we are 
continually exposed, and fifom the various duties whidi 
we have to perfc^m, the Scriptures «onxetimes denonu* 
nate tlus earth, the vale of tears; and they represent 
our situation in it, under the image of a journey, a race, 
a warfare ; implying that dangers are to be encountered, 
tiiat vicissitudes are to be expected, that vigilance, aB4 
activiQr^ and fortitude, are ever necessary. 
. Trace the progress of human life, and in every sti|ge 
of it we find impediments and crosses fiilling in our 
way. The child is necessarily held under salutoy 
restndnt ; the impetuosity of the youth hurries him 
into numberless disquietudes and mortifications; the 
inultiplicity of business in which the man is engaged, 
surrounds him with disappointment and vexation fiom 
the carelessness, or the duplicity, or the dishonesty of 
tiiose with whom he is connected ; and when old age 
approaches with all its attendant infirmities, the bn- 
guage of sage experience is commonly this — ^^ Vanity 
" of vanities, all is vanity." And throughout dK 
whole journey of life, poverty, disease, pain, and 
death, are seen,-lifce devouring vultures, hovering over 
the weary travellers, and, from time to time, seizii^ 
their heedless prey. 

But, suppose those who are devoted to sensual 
pleasure to be, for a season, exempted from all these 
disasters, let them be furnished by health and affluence 
with all the means of earthly gratification ; let them 
withhold not from their heart any joy : I might appeal 
to the most fortunate adventurer in this way, whether 
crosses have not sooner or later invariably obtruded 
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ibemselves into the most enchanting scenes of worldly 
ddight; whether some untowai]i circuntstance has not 
occurred to mar; and perhaps to blast entirely the 
txpected joy ; whether the pleasure, on the retrospect, 
ices not sink far below that summit of felicity on, 
whidi he fondly placed it by anticipation ? 

In such circumstances, called by the very nature of 
[>ur existence here, as well as by the voice of our 
Master, to ta]i:e up the cross ; what course of conduct 
[loes wisdom dictate ? Shall we give the rein to our 
impetuous desires^ and thus spend our lives in adding 
Biiidess complaint to wilful disappointment ; or shall 
ive not rather see the absolute necessity of moderating 
ind restraining them f Shall we persist, in opposition 
to experience, to pursue the fleedng shadow ; or shall 
Kve not rather, by ttmperance and forbearance, satisfy 
the demands of our reason and conscience ;. and thus 
lay a strong foundation for the permanent joys of the 
heavenly world ? 

This duty of self-denial is of a very comprehensive 
nature, and is to be called into exertion in all circum- 
stances of human life. He that would follow Christ in 
the way to heaven, must expect to deny himself, and, 
as it is said in the text, take up his cross daify. This 
must lead us to withstand the dangerous allurements 
which affluence ever brings in her train ; to suppress 
those impious doubts and murmurings which are apt 
to rise up in our hearts when assailed by adversity ; to 
keep a perpetual guard over those passions which are 
most vehement, and to exercise a peculiar vigilance 
against those vices which most easily beset us; to 
submit our froward inclinations to the wisdom of 
Divine Providence ; to bend die stubborn pride of the 
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human understanding to the declarations of Hdy Scrip- 
ture; and not to seek the kingdom of heaven by 
following our own inventions, when God himsdf has 
been pleased to reveal to us the way, the truth, and 
.the life. 

It is said in the emphatical words of divine in^nra* 
tion, " Man, in his hcsx estate, is altogether vanity !" 
In consequence of the introduction of sin into the 
world, he is far gone from the original rectitude of 
his nature. This depravity has been oteerved and 
lamented in all ages ; but it is from revelation alone 
that we learn the true cduse of it, and are instructed 
where to apply for an effectual remedy. In this weak 
and degenerate state, God looketh down from heaven 
upon his helpless children with tender commiseration. 
He takes us by the hand ; he restrains us when heed- 
lessly rushing into danger; he leads us in the way d[ 
safety ; he conducts us to everlasting rest. But then, 
he expects, that we should resign ourselves to hii 
merciful guidance without hesitation ; that we should 
resolutely deny ourselves what he prohibits ; and pati- 
ently bear the cross, whenever he deems it necessary 
to impose the burden upon us. Is our understandings 
wth respect to religious knowledge, natwally weak 
and very contracted? God has imparted to us the 
words of eternal life. For the knowledge of divine 
things, let us search the Holy Scriptures — they are 
able to make us wise unto salvation : let us beware 
lest any man should spoil us through the subtile philo- 
sophy and vain deceit of worldly wisdom; let us cast 
down every proud imagination, and in our inquiries 
after religious truth, bring every thought in subjectioix 
to Clirist. 
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Is our will perverted, too often neglecting what is 
;ood, and cleaving ardently to objects really pernicious 
:o creatures who were designed for immortality ? Let 
IS take into consideration the tvhole term of our exist- 
ence; and let our erring xvill be influenced by those 
iirections which have been communicated by that 
Being, who knows what is necessary for our happiness, 
ind who is able to do for us exceeding abundantly 
ibove all that we can ask or think. 

Are our headstrong passions apt to break away from 
the restraints of reason, and involve us in numberless 
disquietudes? Let us devoutly implore the aid of 
that divine grace, which alone can order the imruly 
affections of sinful men-7-Mij will enable us to do all 
things — among all the sundry and manifold changes of 
the world, this will cause our hearts surely there to be' 
fixed, where only true joys are to be found. 

To those who have been long habituated to unre- 
strained indulgence in earthly gratifications, it will 
undoubtedly be deemed a painful task, to exert such 
incessant vigilance; to moderate their passions; to 
check even the pride of their understanding ; to take 
up the cross, and follow Christ to heaven, by daily 
instances of self-denial and mortification. This is, 
nevertheless, the duty of all Christians; this is the 
strait gate through which we must pass to the mansions 
of bfiss ; this is the necessary discipline preparatory to 
our reception of the joys of heaven. And, however 
tlie sensualist may revolt against it, every considerate 
person will cheerfully submit to it, not only from ^ 
regard to tiie performance of his dutt/y but for the pro- 
motion even of his present^ as well as future felicity. 
For (Joes not universal experience testify, that modera- 
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tion leads to happiness ; and that lexcess of every sort 
is immediately productive of misery ? The Ucentioos 
libertine defeats his own purpose of revelling in n^ 
interrupted delight. Man is a reasonable creatim 
designed for immortality; and no vicious indulgcnoo 
can long prove satisfactory, since it has not obtaiodl 
the sanction of rcason — ^will not bear the examinatioo 4L 
conscience, and brings a cloud over the prospect of 
future felicity : in this state, the man must be resfless 
and discontented — his frame is disordered and di^tnnt- 
ed, and pain must be the necessary consequenoe---faB 
moral system is thrown into confusion, and he cm, 
never contemplate the ruins wluch surround Uoii 
without terror and remorse. 

Whatever real delight this eardi can aflFord, certainly 
falls to the lot of him who tastes the cup with modera- 
tion. His passions are never hurried into a state of 
distraction. The noble principles which ought ever to 
actuate a rational creature, are immoveably fixed in hip 
bosom : like the sun at the centre of the system, they 
communicate light and activity to every part of Ms 
virtuous conduct : under their control, the subordinaM 
appetites move in due order and .becoming regularity: 
he exults at the consciousness of acting in conformity 
to the will of his Creator ; and considers this internal 
peace which he enjoys on earth, as a happy [X'elude to 
the ixrfect harmony, to the rest which remaineth in 
heaven for all the people of God. 

It has already been observed, that pain and misoy 
present themselves under different forms ; and, at van* 
ous seasons, to encounter them, is the conunon lot of 
mortality. Now, he who habitually indulges his inor- 
dinate desires, is totally disqualified for the conflict 
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iiVhen these foes assault him, he is terrified and con* 
blinded ; he sinks in pitiable debility and effeminate 
xxnplabt ; his strength b impaired, and he knows not 
vhere to look for any fcnreign* assistance. But, in 
nch a season of trial and distress, the man who has 
)een accustomed to deny himself; to moderate his 
Vpetites; to fortify his tx'east with all the succours 
ifaich sobriety, righteousness, and godliness; can sup- 
dy — ^the man who has voluntarily submitted to this 
eiutary discipline, takes up the cross with invincible 
latience ; withstands the assaults of pain with steady 
brtitude ; and if he cannot gloriously vanquish, ^ws 
hat he can, at least, suffer with dignity. From exces- 
ive indulgence in childhood, how many have been 
lisqualified for future conflict, and rendered miserable 
brough every subsequent period of their life ! 

No man liveth to himself. We must not only 
nake provision for ourselves, but endeavour to mitigate 
he unavcndable calamities of human life, by standing 
eady to afford relief to our necessitous neighbour, 
^ow, the extravagant sensualist defeats this benevolent 
tesgn of God and nature. By his excesses, he not 
nly deprives himself of the means of doing good to 
^ers, but, such is the common effect of sensuality, 
te wilfully hardens his heart against all the emotions 
€ compassion. 

The end of all our trials and sufferings in this world, 
\ to prepare us for a blessed immortality. And this . 
onsideration, although it cannot prevent the stroke, 
nay, in all cases, mitigate the smart. We now suffer 
ritfi Christ, that we may hereafter be glorified with 
im. Tribulation worketh patience; and patience, 
xperience of our sincerity and constancv ; and expe- 
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rience, hope of a glorious reward. These arc the 
blessed ^posftions <& sodl, without wUch we Aoirft 
not be qualified for the enjoyment of heavenfy happi- 
ncsss. These ^nrere cons{»coous in the whole fife <tf 
our Redeemer. In the exercise of Aese "vktues^ we 
must go after him through this earMy pij^jrimage; 
and, in due time, we shall fdUow him to llie kHigdoil 
of heaven^ to which he has been exalted widi gretf 
triumph* 

The cross of Christ sanctifies aQour froribles, airf 
mdces them subservient to our future and permanerit 
good. For it was by his cross thtfttfie gates erf* heafCD 
were lifted up, md the everia^ng doors opened, to 
admit the King of Glory as the forerunner of fab fidlh 
fol people. God forbid, dierefore, that i»e ahoitt 
glory, save in the cross cf om* Lord Jesus Onst, Isf 
whom the worid ought to "be crucffied unto us, and 
^ve unto ihe world. Christ patietitfy bore it &r 'oiv 
sake ; let us l)ear it cheerfully for ourselves. Let It 
lead us to mortify aQ our vicious and corrupt affixlioaR 
to abstain irom all appearance of evil, that the yfH 
God of peace may sanctify us wholly ; to asceod il 
heart and mind to those heavens, whidier our crudM 
Redeemer has triumphantly ascended; so that ear 
wlidc spirit, and soul, and body, may be ineservrf 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord lesus 
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Oa SoMety and JFtUchfidaess, 

X FETER IT. 7. 

tilt the mdof all llune> is al band: ba yc thenfim sotur, and 
watch QiUa prajo; 

J[uE principal desiga of this Epistle of St. Peter is to 
comfort and strengthen the dsciples of Christiaoi^, 
especially the Jewish converts, who, on accouot <^ 
their proiessitm of the Christian reli^oa, were banished 
finm their native bod, and dispersed through difiecent 
BOiuitries. By a variety of a^menta, he encourages 
Ihem to be patient, and to persevere in the £aith, lest 
die sad calamides wtuch were coHung upon tbeOH 
ihould induce them to apostatize from Christ and his 
faoly religion. 

He introduces this chapter with prc^io^ng the ex* 
aa^)le of Jesus as a pattern worthy of tJieir inatatigifc 
" Forasmuch then as Christ hath sufiered fcur us ia the 
" flesh, arm yoursdves Ukewiisc wi& the same mind." 
tfe then proceeds to inculcate the dutios which are 
Incumbent on those who follow ^ steps of a suffering 
^vkmr, « That they should not live the rest of their 
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« time in the flesh, to the lusts of men, but to the will 
<* of GoA For that the time past of their lives might 
^^ suffice to have wrought the will of the Grcntiles, 
*< when they walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess 
^' of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable 
" idolatries." 

In the text, he offers a new motive to sobriety, 
watchfulness, and prayer. That agreeably to our Sa- 
viour's prediction, who at the same time alluded to 
iStit final judgment^ God would soon come with mighty 
power to reward the house of Israel according to thdr 
evil doings, to destroy the temple and city of Jenisakm, 
and subvert the whole Jewish polity. And, as our 
Saviour, when he foretold these tilings, drew diis 
inference, " Watch ye, therefore, for ye know neither 
^^ the day, nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
** comcth ;'' so the aposde concludes, since " the 
** end of all things is at hand, be ye therefcM^ sober, 
" and watch unto prayer." Since the destruction of the 
per\'erse and obstinate Je\vs is near ; since your lives 
will soon arrive at their utmost period ; since the world 
itself will be destroyed by a general conflagration, and 
all men stand before the judgment-seat of God ; surely 
Tou ought always to be sober, to ^\'atch, and to pray. 

These sentiments arc so constantly impressed in 
even- part of the Scriptures, that it may seem surpriang 
to any considerate person, we should so frequentiy 
hear them, and so seldom draw the just conclu^on, 
8t. Peter has, indeed, forwamed us, that there shouH 
come scoffers in the last days, walking after their lusts, 
and saying, "Where is the promise of his coming? 
•* For since tlie fathers fell asleep, all things continue 
•* as they Avcre fxovo the foundation of the world."* 
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But he assures us — ^^ The Lord is not slack concerning 
his promise — that he is long-suffering to usward; 
not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance — ^that, nevertheless, the day of 
'* the Lord will come, as a fhief in the night" 

That life and every other enjoyment is uncertain 
ond transitory, has often been said, and has afforded 
matter for much declamation. A truth so obvious, 
and so often repeated, one would think, might have 
a proper effect upon creatures who call themselves 
rationaL Were we to form our opinion of the merits 
of mankind, merely from their professions of regard for 
religion, and concern for their future welfare ; so loud 
is the cry against vicCj we should be apt to conclude 
that all men were combined to banish it from society. 
But should you draw their character as indicated by 
thdr actiimsj the rcprcscntatian must be ^'ery different 
The extravagance, and thoughtless levity which are so 
prevalent in the worid, yield an alarming prospect to 
the considerate mind. Such absurd and pernicious 
behaviour could not so commonly prevail, were we to 
think with the aposde — ^*' that the end of all things is 
<^ at hand ; that the most exquisite sensual pleasures 
<^ will soon desert us ; that life itself will fail ; and that 
<' shortly we must all stand before the judgment-seat 
^< of God, to ^ve an account of tlie deeds done in the 
" body." Our ignorance of the time does not render 
it the less certain ; for a thousand years in the sight of 
the Lord are but as one day. 

In youth, we solace ourselves with the expectation 
of many happy days to come. We extend the prospect 
to an almost immeasurable distance, and no doubt, 
fondly embellish it with every object that is pleasant to 
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the eye, and gmtdul to the taste. Not #*»«t%g ta 
the bud caUs of daily experienGa-^nDtoGMidenig ikal 
tbe tender pbnt, atfarthest, can iemith bill a ftOa 
while; and that no one kncms, hov ac»n aoae fantfid 
blast may mat, and destroy its praaiiak^ ¥evdWB» 
And it were well, if tfab inooooatency was cowftfisd to 
the heedlessness of youih aloM. Age» wfaieh faf ib 
gravity ought to awe the thoug^tflesB mindintaaaQlMV 
dqportment, too often sets the pemieiouB C¥ain|te aC 
levity and inattention* And what a ridiciitotia ad 
nnbeooming appearance do these persons make*. «te 
with all the nuuriks of infirmily stMwed ikkiL wpon 
diem, run into every puerile extsavaganoe, and oiy 
fender themsdves cbjects of juty^ Aroui^ aB over* 
anxious desire to pkaise.. Plyii^ with aa ea g B ru c as 
locootistent with their years, after eveiy idfe nnityi 
unwearied in die pnrsuit» titt tbcy^^stombk into tbdr 
graves. It would alarm our fieara to see a peracai heed- 
lessly sfxirting upon the brink of a precipice, where he 
k eveiy kistant in danger of Ming, and being ruined far 
ever. fFe stand upon the veige of a fearful etemky; 
and through n^ligence and presumption, may ^nk into 
an abjTss of remediless woe. The aposde well knew 
our treacherous utuation, and haa appriaed us of our 
danger. Let us, thereSore^ follow tim m die conclu- 
sion which he draws from it; and since our state is 
thus uncertidn, be sober in our dewes, and watch unto 
prayer. 

To creatures in our state, sobrie^ b a virtue of 
perpetual obligation; and therefore not without reason 
so frequently inculcated in Scrpture. ^ We cannot 
<< serve two masters; frir cidier we must hate the one 
l^ and love the odier, or desfase the one and cleave to 
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<«tfie'dflher»^ Ddig^itdl with a constant succemon of 
emiNy amufienKsit8> iiAfle aneh a Taiiety rf objects 
|*eft8 upon die c]re ^iie mkii, lh^ obslract (^ 
padofa fittuve world. Exoenive indulgence in sen* 
Mai gmifficatiMB, iacapaeilafees tfie aoul fior the enjof* 
niettefftosiiMHiflKflfRrilnalandpiii^ Pleasureia 
af a tdiAre nature— 4he pcrc e iviBg fsteulty mnat be 
adaptod la tbe^bjed, ^e no satisEKtion win tame 
The blind eye receives no enjoyment from Aat bem^ 
fid iwiely cT coloiniog witi wluch the &ce of nature 
is decorated; diedeafear isumwyiFed by tfie melodf 
qf what aright be lo otfaera tie most ttau spctt iu g mnaia 

Thm ^wbSe we are ]mtrs di p^^^^'^^ '^'^'^ ^^^"'^ 
M loveia of God»'' it ougkt not to be matter of auqpriae^ 

tm^nSffon poeaeaKB no joys &r to. 

Shauld benevolent beii^ of a aoperior order look 

do#n upon incoiBidente nan, tfa^ must be moveA 

wMb a nuxture €f disapprobation and pity* Shodd 

tficy view0ur McoiBisteut bchavioiffy stematefy fia* 

tiriwiiig snd distressed; abugjg^ai^ with each ouKT^ 

wbA tiampling iqion those Aat fidl; crer active and 

readess; ever in quest of some dehiflve phamom^ till 

die ting of tetras soddenty anestedi ua, and puts an 

-end to die fiaitaBdc chace. Shoidd diey view us in 

dns aituadony and address us upon the occasion^ might 

wc not expect to hear some sndi expostnktionB as 

dieaef^-^Vammonab! irtiy are ye so AsqoietBd fix 

^ Boc^iht? Why are your heads fiDed with so many 

c< romandc notions? Why do your hearts exuk widi 

<< socli finuilless hope? Remember ye are but menl 

<* Anxious, but tobetiiemorefinHjuendy 

'^ Itemcmber dait the end of all cuddy dni^s 

^hand Bcmfmber dad after dcadi wil com 
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" judgment." These admonitions have, in fewrt, been 
frequently given by messages from heaven. Could we 
be persuaded to consider ourselves in this point of 
light, sobriety would be the natural consequence. We 
should be sober in the pursuit of sensual gratifications; 
sober in the estimation which we form of ourselves^ 
and our own acquirements; condescending in our 
deportment to others, and walking humbly with our 
God. 

This sobriety of mind, by repressing the excessive 
ardour of our affections, and regulating them in all their 
pursuits, would rescue us from many vexations. To 
proceed with calmness and circumq>ection, is the 
surest indication of snccies<% in almost eveiy attempt 
And should vftfaU of accomplishing our desires, we 
must fail with less discomposure than others, who are 
more eager and precipitate; because we are always 
prepared for the wonX, that may happen. When tiie 
heart has flattered itself with vast and unreasonable 
expectations of delight from the acquisition of any 
object, a disappointment, (which more or less is the 
lot of aUj) will wring it with tenfold anxiety. We arc 
not pleading for the total suppression of the pasdons; 
that were an impossibility ; but only for their regu- 
larity and due subordination. Out of regard, therefore, 
to the commands of God, and for the ssJlc of our own 
peace and happiness, let us be sober " in all things" — 
not only so, but " watch unto prayer^ Without watch' 
Julness we cannot have timely notice of the designs of 
our enemies; without j&r£zy^ we shall be destitute (^ 
strength to oppose them. 

A heart strongly inclined to evil, demands ow 
strictest attention. A competent knowledge of our*' 
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selves, though the most necessary, is extremely diffi'^ 
cult to be acquired. The clouds of so many passions 
nse up to darken the understanding, that it is seldom 
we can obtain a clear and impartial judgment The 
extremes of some virtues border so nearly upon vice, 
tiiat the boundaries between them are not easily 
discerned; so that if we do not watch over our hearts, 
Ae motives and principles which actuate us, we may 
walk on securely, as in the friendly regions of virtue, 
irhen perhaps we have arrived within the confines of 
vice, exposed to all the assaults of the enemy. Let the 
' hardhearted son of avarice have the symptoms of his 
disease ever so strong upon him, he will be apt to 
^flatter himself, it is only JrugalUy and prudence. Let 
the dissolute spendthrift sacrifice his estate and his 
health at the shrine of his beloved idol, pleasure ; he 
will tell you, it only proceeds firom generosUyj and a 
social spirit. Let the proud unbeliever ridicule the 
Scriptures, and almost vilify his Saviour ; he thanks 
God that he is blessed with a freedom of thinkings 
unfettered by those idle opinions with which ignorant 
and superstitious minds are held in shameful servitude. 
Let the high-sounding enthusiast serve God with a 
body distorted into ridiculous attitudes, and a mind 
filled with vain fancies and gloomy apprehensions ; he 
would fain persuade himself that these are the opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit. " Watch, therefore, unto 
" prayer," that ye may be able to discern the various 
turns and impositions of your own hearts ; '^ and not 
** call evil good ; and good, evil — ^put bitter for sweet, 
*• and sweet for bitter." 

From our constant intercourse with a wicked world, 
we have need again to be exhorted to the same virtue. 

Vol. 11. 28 
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That bve rf society winch the God of nature, for tho 
best purposes, has implanted in the breast of mao^ 
]irompts him continually to render himself agreeable 
to those with whom he converses, by adopting Mdr 
notions, and suiting lumself to their indinations. Hcnoe 
arises our danger: for as vice is so prevalent m 
others, and our own appetites so strong ; through a 
desire to please and imitate them^ we ruin mtnelvetm 
When the torrent of sinful exantple pours impetuously 
alcmg, instead of opposing its violence, we are too apt 
to yield to the stream, and go wherever it may cfaanoe 
to convey us. On these considerations, we cannot 
tbo frequendy inculcate the admonition of the text-— 
'* Watch unto prayer.'* 

Without prayer J every attempt to aurmoimt die 
difficidties which impede our Christian progress, wiD 
prove ineffectual. Though God is always ready to 
give us more abundandy than we either desire or 
deserve; yet ^^ he has commanded us to seek^ Aat ivc 
" mayjmd; to knock j that it may be opened \mXxs os." 
He only requires a heart properiy aifected, and with 
this right dispositicm of soul, in every attitude, in evoy 
place, we may call upon die Lord our God in an 
acceptaUe manner. Though the hands may be em- 
ployed on earthy the soul, in many a fervent ejacula- 
tion, may soar to heaven. It is proper, indeed, whea 
we address the awful Majesty of heaven and earth, to 
signify our inward reverence, by a reverential posture 
of the body. But this is no &rther acceptable, duo 
as it is an indication of sincere humili^. 

Prayer is the Christian's great security and support, 
during liis progress through life. It naturally leads us 
\o purify ourselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit 
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wd to walk circumspectly and humbly before God. 
For we must be aahi^ned and confounded wfaen- 
eirer we appear in bis presence, to thank him fqr U? 
roe r cicsi or to request a j:eUef of our wants, while we 
ipe GonsciouSi that we vn(/idly indulge ourselves in the 
BCans^eswn pf his commands. For which reason^ 
aa we advance ifi virtue an4 holiness, the ple$ls^re of 
jbis divine intercourse increases; and on the contrary, 
gratification of our viciou^ appetites so alienates the 
affections firom God, that only tothmk of him is ire- 
guently painful and terrifying. 

Viewing ourselvw in a public capacify^ as ]paembers 
of a religious sodety^ we s^uid in need of niany bless- 
ings, wluch are most properly nQq^ested, ody in a 
^lic manner — ^wbei^e l;he uiuted voice <£ a ^miltitude 
fixes the mind more attentively upon ji^ proper object; 
and the Same qf devodon, catchii^ from onebosom tf} 
another, bums with greater strength and brightness. 
jlYhatever some may say of inward piety, df praying 
to our Father in secret only^ without making any open 
professions of respect and reverence ; it is very evident, 
that religion would presently desert us, were there not 
;eas(xis and places appointed, where with one heart 
and one voice, we may acknowledge God as our cotn- 
mon Father. Those, tlierefcxe, who are sincerely 
interested in the cause of piety, will never forget to 
assemble themselves together, as the manner of some 
is. And if public worships in all religious societies, be 
proper and expedient, nothing, my brethren, can be 
better calculated to invite t/our constant attendance, 
than the established liturgy of the Church to which you 
belong. If a vast extent of thought; if the greatest 
energy, and^ at the 3ame time, simplicity of language ; 
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if a strain of the wannest and most humUe piety, may 
daim any regard, the Book of Common Prayer most 
justly deserves it. Let the excdlency of it CQmmani 
your veneration, and induce you, at aU times, to ad- 
dress God with becoming seriousness and devotioo. 
For if an air of levity, indolence, and inattention, be 
highly indecent in the [nresence of an earthly si^^erior^ 
how much more culpid)le b such depcnrtmcnt in one 
who comes to prostrate himself before the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords. 

From what has been ppw said of the tmcertainty of 
all things wMch we now enjoy, may God so teach us 
to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom. May we he convinced that tfie end of 
all earthly things widi ta b at hand ; and may that 
convicti(^ teach us to be sober, and watch unto prayer. 
May aU the means of improvement in knowle^ and 
virtue be attended to with becoming regard ; and mqr 
they be blessed to the endless comfort of our souls, fir 
the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. 
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SERMON XX. 



On the Duty and Advantages of Prayer. 



PSALM cxlL 2. 

iLet my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense; and let the 
lifting up of my hands be an evening sacrifice. 

The My voai= h, asserted, and every pious sef- 
vant of God can bear testimony to the truth of his 
^assertion, that ** Godliness is profitable for all things, 
^* having the promise of the life that now is, and of that 
'<* which is to come.'* And, among the other benefits 
to be derived firom Bf spirit of godliness or pure reli^on^ 
this is not to be deemed the least, that the pious man^ 
in the most calamitous circumstances of human life, 
can approach the throne of grace with humble confi*^ 
dence, and, in an acceptable manner, present his fer- 
vent petitions to the merciful Parent and Lord of the 
imiverse. Hence, he obtains consolation and strength: 
hence, when his footsteps begin to slip, he acquires a 
rod and a staS* to support him : hence, when he begins 
to faint in the dreary wilderness, he draws forth refresh- 
ing waters ; from the great fountain of all comfort and 
joy, streams flow abundantly, to revive his spirits sink- 
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ing under the gloomy scenes that sunound him* Of 
this important truths the holy Psalmist was duly sen- 
ile. In all his distresses, (and his afUctkxis woe 
frequent and grievous,) prayer was the great instrument 
by which comfort was procured : God was lus hope 
and strength, a voy present hdp in time d[ Iroubfe: 
his prayer was set forth as the incense; and the lifting 
up of his hands was acceptable as the evenii^ sacrifice : 
his habitual language was — ^^ Why art thou cast down, 
<^ O my soul ; and why art thou disquieted within me? 
^' Hope thou in God, for I shall yet pruse him." 

It is the commonly received opinion, that this psahn, 
whence the text is taken, was composed by Davidi 
%vhen he was driven from one asylum to another by 
the persecutions of Saul ; when he had twice q»rod 
his persecutor's life ; and still, not daring to trust his 
justice or generosity, had forsaken his own oountiy 
entirely, and taken refuge in the land of the Philistines^ 
with Achish, king of Gath. At this time ; in such a 
situation of accumulated distress; at a distance finom 
the tabernacle, where all the solemn prayers of the 
Israelites, tc^ether with the daily sacrifice, were ofiered 
up to God; with his face, in all jn-obability, turned 
towards that stated place of divine worship, be ht^ 
seeches the great Lord of the universe, firom whose 
Spirit he could not go, nor be concealed from his 
presence, to accept all that was in his power to give, 
the devotions of his heart, and the elevating of his 
hands in prayer ; that these, although he was at a dis- 
tance fi*om the sanctuary, might ascend to heaven, 
fragrant and wcU-pleasing as the clouds of incense 
rising from the holy altar, and prevail as eflFectually for 
his relief as the evening oblation. 
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In order to understand this allusion of the Psalmist, 
tD die incense and evening sacrifice^ it will be necessary 
to advett to some of the divine institutions, as recorded 

; in the book of Exodus and in other parts of the Old 
Testament. Here we are informed, that Moses Vas 
directed by the Lord to take sweet spices, and make 
of them a perfume pure and holy : that he was also 
commanded to make an altar, and overlay it with pure 
gold: that this altar was to be placed before the vail 
that was by the ark <^ the testimony : and that Aaron 
and his successors were to bum sweet incense upon it 
cveiy morning ; a perpetual incense throughout their 
generations. We are furdier informed, that an evening 
sacrifice was to be offered to the Lord continually^ 
consisting of a lamb without spot or blemish, and a 

" meat-oflfering of fine flower mingled with oil ; and that 
at the time wiien these oblations were made unto the 
Lord, it was customary for pious people to ofier up 
Adr prayers for divine grace and benediction. Thus 
k is said — *^ That while Daniel was praying, and con* 
^ fessing fas sin, and the »n of his people Israel, and 
^ presenting his supplication before the Lord his God ; 
*^ the angel Gabriel, being caused to fly swiftly, touched 
** him about the time of the evening oblation ;'* that 
is, at the nindi hour; ch*, according to our computaticHi, 
tit three o'clock in the afternoon. Thus, while Zacha- 
lias, the father of John the Baptist, ^^ executed the 
*« priest's office in the order of his course, his lot was 
•• to bum incense when he went into the temple of the 
•* Lord. And the whole multitude of the people were 
• pra)ring without, at the time of mcense." Thus, we 
are told, ^' that Peter and John went up together into 
** the temple at the hour of prayer, being the nintla 




S28 OnVieDiOymd Samon90L 

<< incense from the altar of a pure heart, kindled wUi 
<< die flame of true devotion, and rising gratefid to 
^ heaven, and consequently salutary to tlmie own 

« soul r* 

The pro&ne infidel often puts this bold and scoraM 
question, *< What is the Almighty, that I should serve 
*' him? or what profit should I have, were I to pray 
<< unto him ?" Every humble and considerate person, 
convinced of the prc^iiet|r of the du^, will father 
inquire, <* Wherewith shall I come before die Lord, 
<< and bow myself before the high God? With whit 
<< di^x)sidons of heart ought i to be animated, who aHi 
<< but dust and ashes, when I address the awfid teh 
<* jesty of the great Supreme ?*^ For ever blessed be 
his holy name, for he hath showed thee, O inaiil What 
b good; he hadi taught thee to love men^, to do 
justice, and to walk humbly with thy God; widi die 
gracious assurance, that therij Hxy prayers as wdl as 
thine alms will come up as a memc^ before him. 

The incense which was Idndled on the gold^i altar, 
was made of sweet spices with pure firankincense^ 
tempered t(^;ether, pure and holy. The lamb that was 
offered in sacrifice to God was without spot or blem^L 
And what was die spiritual signification of these 
ancient institutions qf the law ? Certainly they intimate 
to us. Christians, who enjoy the xaoct perfect light of 
the Gospel, that God was at all times to be approached 
with purity and sincerity o{ heart; otherwise, no ser- 
vice could be acceptable to him. On this subject, in 
the Scriptures of the New Testament, we have received 
the most clear and positive directions. We are com- 
manded to pray with XhzX faith which is the evidence of 
thbgs not seen; <<Let a man ask in £uth, nothing 




Sennon20. Advantages of Prayer. 225 

hhns^ exfuresses it— <<Tbe Lord hasted unto his 
^ servant, when he called upon him ; the LfOrd heard 
^^ the vdce of his humble supplicationsi when he cried 
'* unto him:" for his eyes are over the righteous in all 
circumstances of human life; lus ear is ever open to 
the prayer of the humble and contrite heart, whether it 
|)e presented in the great assembly of the saints, or in 
the solitude of the desert 

Be it our endeavour, from this example, to derive 
rdigious inqirovement. The proprie^ and advantage 
of prayer will not be denied by any person who con- 
^ders th^rebtion in which we stand to Almigh^ God, 
83 he is represented in the Scriptures, under the cha- 
racter of our Creator, our Redeemer, and our Sanctifier. 
If, by his power we were created, and are still pre- 
S^rvdl in existence; if, tohisjfvxid^^^we areinddbted 
for eoery blesang, whether of a spiritual or temporal 
nature, whether oonducive to the welfare of soul or 
body; if, from his mercy we hope to be rendered 
finally and eternally happy; will any one be so absurd, 
.will any one be so impious, as not to adore lus excellent 
greatness, to thank him for hb mercies past, to request 
Jhis present [nrotection, to implore his future bene^c- 
tion ? This great du^ is, indeed, universally acknow- 
ledged by the genuine sentiments of the human heart 
We may neglect, nay, almost forget it, in the seascm 
of our health and prosperity: but let some afflictive 
dispensation of Providence call dff our attention for a 
moment from the pleasures and vanities oi the world, 
And rouse us to serious consideration, and the heart at 
once speaks ; its language is—" Prayer is my indis- 
<< pensable duty; God is my best stueld and buckler; 
«< my only refuge and strei^." Let the pestilence 

Vol. II. 29 
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wliich \valketh in darkness threaten with malignant 
breath to hy waste our dwelling-places ; and tfie gencsd 
determination is — ^^ We will go mto the house of the 
*< Lord, and fall low on our knees before his foctstool; 
^< we will confess our transgres^ons, entreat lus fiv-^ 
^* giveness, deprecate the impending calami^, and ira- 
^^ plore the continuance of his blessings." These pkxis 
sentiments are, undoubtedly, very rationaL Hippy 
were it bx professing Christians, if such dispoutiena 
were more steady and permanent than tb^ are com- 
monly found to be. Much is it to be lanuaitedy that 
apparent penitence and devout supplication are too 
qften the mere effect of momentary terror* Let die 
cause of consternation be removed, and the fiervonr of 
our piety vanishes away like the morning doud or the 
early dew. To expose such absurd!^, it is qrfKoiwif 
(mly to mention it If, in our affUcthnvre areinc&ied 
to seek God early, let us not fotget him in die moments 
of our joy. Let our intercourse with heaven be unin* 
terrupted. Let no clouds of worldly care or sensual 
enjoyment check the effusions c^ piety that were ascends 
ing to the throne of God, and intercept the emanatioas 
oi livine goodness which were coming down to naa 
below. With pure hearts and warm affections, in all 
circumstances of life, let our prayers rise as the in- 
cense, and the lifting up of our hands be an evening 
sacrifice. 

It b helped, that none of us will deny the Aity of 
prayer ; and with respect to the manner of pcrfi)nning 
this important duty, the well*disposed mind can sddom 
be at a loss. If the dispoidtions of the heart be rights 
the service will ever be acceptable. One short sentence 
of the humble publican— << God be merciful to me a 
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^' skiner,'' will be more dfficacious than the longest and 
most florid harangue of the haughty Pharisee. 

To aid our devotions, our merciful Lord has com- 
posed an excellent form, for the continual use of his 
people, and to be a pattern to them, by which to frame 
their own addresses to Almighty God. And, by thin 
admirable pattern we are instructed, that our prayers 
should be short and pertinent, suited to our own infir- 
inity, a]pd to the wisdom and majesty of God; that, in 
the true spirit of Christian charity, they should be pre- 
(seated for others, as well as for ourselves ; that we are 
permitted to pray for the necessaries of this life, althougli 
our principal concern should be for the more valuable 
ble^gs of 2l future siaie ; and» that all our petitions 
must be presented to God alcme, our heavenly Fi^ther, 
through the £dth that is in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

And as to the public services of religion, the solemn 
business of social worMp^ you need not be reminded 
what abundant provision has been made for all your 
spiritual neces^ties in the compTehen^ve liturgy of our 
Church* I shall not, at tiiis time, deem it necessary 
to pass any encomiums upon it; to point out its 
various excellences; but, will only observe in one 
ivord, that they who wi^ pure intentions worship God 
according to this established form, worship him both 
in spirit and in truth, and in all tRe external beauty qf 
holiness* This daughter of the great King is not only 
all glorious within: her raiment also, her outward 
decorations, are of pure gold. With such pre-eminent 
advantages, may we not affirm — " Thou art inexcus- 
^* able, O man, not only if thou neglectest this duty 
?* entirely ; but, if thy prayers be not at all times 
y adapted to thy situation; if they ascend not ^sswee^ 
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sacrifice which was offered for our traosgressioiis bf 
Us only-batten and beloved Son ? 

Lastly; when we read the pathetic struns in wfaidi 
the Psabnist laments his banishment ^rom the aaoo- 
tuaiy; when, even in the jmsent day, we see a 
nei^ibouiing city, by the afflic^ye diqpensa^ops cf 
Pft>v]denoe, deprived of all the public cidimiioes of 
rdigion; let us learn to entertain 4 g^nteftd aeofie of the 
advantages which we enjoy, and to inake a due im- 
provement of them. Let us not foqget the assembfii^ 
of ouradves together in die house of God. Let us 
keep hb Sabbaths and reverence his sanctuary. Letit 
be the mun business of our life, to se^ Sr$t the kingb 
iJom of God and his righteousness in all the metbodi 
prescribed by his holy word. Thus, will hp be widi 
us, and bless us: he will keq> us in our comiqg in, and 
our gdng out, from tlus time forth fix evennore: he 
will conduct us by his wisdom; and, m due two^ 
frown us with everlasting salvation. 
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On Scoffing at RehgUnu 



2 PETER liL Z* 

Mere shdf c6ifte hi^lliehstdftyii tboflieifSi walkiiig after their own 

hisif. 

MlXBiS& b nodiing, however aaered andveneiiable, 
iwfascbwicked dnd pvesumpCiidas men mty'iiot trett 
wkh ridicule add disMSpeot Althou^ the Chrisdan 
i^ion be in itself a most tadonal andanuable scheme 
of duty and of happineas, yet has it, fixrni tiiheto time, 
gtitetakied the most virulent attacks of ignorance or 
wyfiil prejudice; as if it were neither worthy of God^ 
nor baieficial^ to man ; as if it were even a dishonour 
t0 our Creator, an enemy to public pestee tad private 
fefieity. 

Wicked practices and Ucenfious principles com- 
0ioi^ly go together* Men first indulge themselves in 
sin; and then attempt to psdfiate their crimes; to 
weaken or destroy the authority of that religion which 
cond^nns their conduct, and threatens them with a 
future judgment. It may not be amiss, therefore, in 
the folk>wing disconrsc, to point out some of the causes 
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of that scoffing which, St. Peter says, is to be found 
among men ^* vvalkbg after their own lusts;" and then 
to expose ilbc absurdity and impiety of it 

Inattention^ or slight and superficial inqtartfj is one 
reason why men are so often tempted to revile and mef 
at religion. In their youth, perhaps litde r^;ard Ins 
been paid to a religious education. As they have 
advanced in life, and come forward into the worid, k 
has been their ill fortune to fall among men f£ libeitine 
principles, who, in order to countenance themselves m 
their sinful behaviour, would wish to undermine and 
destroy every obligation of virtue and piety. Thus, 
^hout examining for themselves ; without exercisii^ 
that reason whidi Giod imparted to them to be a Ug^ 
to their paths, they pay an implicit deference to the 
opinion of thdr vicious companions ^ and because others 
^ so absurd, thet/ become scoffers alaow And tea is 
our holy religion made the subject of reviling and ooo- 
tempt, from wilful inattertfion and unreasonable fire- 
Judice: thus b it unjustly represented as die amtrivance 
of self-interested priests and politicians, to keep the 
multitude in awe, without having any fisundatioQ ia 
reason and truth, to influence a liberal mind. Where- 
as, if men would but examine with attention and 
candour, they would find, that it is supported by die 
strongest arguments which the nature of the thing wiH 
admit of; that it is admirably calculated to promote 
the present felicity of mankind ; and, above all, that it 
opens the most glorious and ravishing prospects of a 
future and eternal existence. Before judgment is 
passed, it is but fair to hear what can be said in vindi* 
cation of the accused; and we need not be afiraid ta 
submit the Christian system to the severest scrutinyp if 
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it be conducted With impartiality and candour; con^ 
scious that its excelkncy must come forth more con-', 
^icuous from eveiy triaL 

Another cause of scoffing^ is kvUy of rmnd^ and a 
irain desire of gainnig^the reputation of eminent qnright- 
finessandit^. There are diose in the worid ^ such 
excessive vaniiy^ that they are fidnd of being singular 
on every occasion. And if they would confine this 
prepoaterous pas^on to dress and equipage, and other' 
matterB of equal insignificance, it would be compara- 
tively harmless, nor deserve such severe r^ehen^on. 
But when, for tfie sake of a j>f#, they would set objects 
in a ridiculous light, which all around them consider as 
serious and sacred; when they would strike out new 
paths in morality and religion; when they will not be 
satisfied with common sense and plain Scripture; 
when they will not consent even to go to heaven, if 
Aey must go in the beaten track of the vulgar ; every 
fiicsid to true religion and to the real happiness of men, 
ou^t to stand forth to correct so vain and mischievous 
a qpirit. For, surely, to banter the idea of a Gkxl, and 
a Providence, and a judgment to come; to attempt to 
weaken the obligations of virtue, which is a law to all 
intdligent beings, and tq plead for the privily of 
dying like a brute, sliows die want of a good hetot and 
a sound judgment, as well as a cruel disr^;ard to the 
d%nity and happiness of human nature. If men, to 
gpntify a spirit of vain curiodty , must turn aside into 
new paths, let them amuse themselves with odlecting 
inoffensive fruits and -flowers, and not weeds of deadly 
pdson. If it be the hdght of their- ambiti<9n to be 
esteemed persons of wit and ingenuity, let tliem not 
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be ao vain as to iaag^ tfmt this end cm he ac^om^ 
plbhed by saicrificing truth and de^^oieym 

Again; occasion is frecpien% pven tp mA^cwcn 
to scoff 9i relig^, firom tl^ iiv^atf adioM of those 
who call themselves Christians. -ThiiSi whoi tfasplh 
phet Nathan was seiit to Qavid to coovince him of Iw 
heinous crime i 90101^ odier chfffges, it is vade a 
matter of severe rqpcoo^f-^' that by that deed he luid 
** ^en occasion to the enemies of the Lotd tp Uh- 

^^pheme.^^ And St Pai4 directs Timothy to insiaiMim 
a discreet apd virtuous behaviour vi his Chriatin cub- 
verts» <^ diat liiqr mi|^ give none occasion to thip advifT 
*^ SBoey to sfesk rfprffoc/^itlfyJ^ Bdi^k»qnly80&rb9$ 
its proper effect, as U influences vs tp five sqberijs r^ 
cously, and godly in this present wocUL InvaoidonF? 
call ourselves dbcq[>les of Jesus (^hrlst, if we keep pot 
Us conunandments: in vain do we boast of the e&oQl- 
lency of Christianity, of the strength and purity of our 
fidth in all its doctrines; <^ for as ^e body without tbf 
^ si»rit is dead, so fiiitfa without works is de^ alsQb" 
The scoffer^ to encourage himself in his own evil wqps» 
reasons in this manner-—'^ There is die man who cdis 
*' Umsdf a Christian; who boasts that fds religjoa is 
** beyond comparison prd^ble to all others. But 
^< how does tins appear? Does he show the beauty 
^^ and excellency g^ it from its influence upon his eonr 
<^duct? He assures us that the precepts of the Goifid 
^^ require him to live soberly, and to be temperate in aU 
^^ things: why then is he so voluptuous, so apt to in- 
« dulge in chambering and wantonness, so extrava- 
<^ gantlyk fond of the pomps and vanities of dus 
^' wicked world ? He declares that he is commanded 
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^< to dq to o^iqrs. sus he would wieh they should do 
*^ ^ntQ him; that he is to be just in all hi$ dealings, 
^^ md ever dt»rou& of ovenpomiog evil with good. 
^ Why then )s ha ^ violent in lus fe^entinents ; so 
-^^ ready tp take advantage of the necessity of his 
1* brother, and grind the fiK)e of die poor ; soinolinable 
ik to defiaudt iosulti and oppress^ whenever he can dq 
^*it witli impunity? He teljb us, that in the Holy 
<< Scriptures, which are the words of truth, life and 
^ immortality are broi^lrt to l^ht ; that dear an^ 
^^ po^ve assuranipes are given oS a resurrection froni 
^ thedeadt of a future judgmoit, of glory and honour 
^* to tRe nghteoiis, but tribulation and anguish to those 
^ whQ do evil, and die incipenitent Why tiien does 
^ he live without God in lAe world, as if both body 
<« and soul were to periiii together, and he never to he 
<<^qilledi][pon to rend^ an account of his actiofs? Up 
<* ae^ms to rejoice when he assures us tint every pro- 
^ vision is novv made fiortfic relief of human in&rm^ 
<* throqgh tiie intervention of a Saviour; that his laws 
^ are well calculated to be a complete guide to our 
^ actions, his example a perfect pattern for our imita- 
*^ tion, and Ms death an atonement for our sins. Why 
*< then does he treat thb woqderful scheme of mercy 
^ with so much disreq>ect, not even commemorating 
^^ (i^reeably to a positive commandment) that death 
^^ and passion, upon which he pretends to ground his 
^* hopes of salvation ?" 

Thus are sinners cncoun^d to persevere in an evil 
heart of ui9A^%^ by tiie misconduct of those who ought 
to lead them into the rig^t way, by wholesome advice 
and a blameless example. And although it is unrea- 
sonable and unjust to charge the faults of professing^ 
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Christians upon that rd^on, wluch, in every part, 
severely condemns them ; yet, we see by diis means, 
oflSaice do come, and miha[^y is it for those by whom 
the offence cometh. Be persuaded, therefore, to let 
3rour light shine before men — before tliose who dis- 
believe and revile — diat th^ may, by your good 
works, be induced to glorify your Father wlio is in 
heaven. 

Further; Christians, who in other respectB are of a 
holy and harmless conversation, frequently bring a 
reproach upon their religion, by disputing with inteoh 
perate zeal about forms and ceremonies <^ little im- 
portance. The great and essential doctrines <rf* Chris- 
tianity are dearly revealed— otfierwise the work of 
revdation woidd not be complete. And when men, 
in their exces^ve warmth to maintain their own side 
of a controversy, which, whether true or not, cannot 
possibly affect their everlasting salvation — ^when men, 
for this purpose, mil lose that charity which << bearech 
^< all things, and hopeth all things;'' that cAoni^ which 
is absolutely requisite either to attain or enjoy the 
happiness of heaven; die scoffer at once absdutdy 
Qondudes, that even the essential doctrines of our 
peligion stand U|X)n the same ground of tmcertimiy^ 
and thus is tempted to reject the whole system. Let 
us be ever ready to give a reason of the hope tliat is io 
us. Let us contend with a prudent zeal for the faith 
tliat was once delivered to the saints; but while we 
think tiiat wc arc vindicating the honour of Chrisiiamiyt 
let us not lose the temper and spirit of Cliristians. 

But lastly; the great reason why so many are 
tempted to scoff ^t religion is this, they are pre-deter- 
mined to pfirseoerc in their sins. The scoffers who were 
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to come in the last days, St. Peter has told us, were-^ 
'^ men walking after their own lusts." For this pur- 
pose it is, that they strive to get rid of the restraints of 
idigion, that they may indulge -the lusts of a wicked 
hnrt without check or control. The idea <^ a 
Vierciful, and righteous, and almighty Ruler of the 
universe, however delightful to the goad man^ is to the 
wilful and obstinate mner a dreadful consideration. 
"" Tfiejbol hath said in hia heart. There is no God.'' 
He first becomes a fool ; he first errs firom the ways 
of religious wisdom; and theo, in his heart, wishes 
there was no God, no righteous Inq)ector of his 
actions, DO almighty Judge to punish him as his crimes 
deserve. When persons of this vicious character hear 
of a religion whidi aeyerdy condemte all unrighteous- 
ness of. men; wluch requires purity, and sincerity, and 
justKe, in our thoug^bts, words, and actions; which 
ei^NmsIy assures us of a judgmeot to oome, and which 
demands i^ttention finom its divine authoriQr—wfaeu 
ibey hear .such doctrines as these, what course are they 
to take ? They must rither relinquish thek vices, fat 
It is vain to strive with Omnipotence; or they wiU 
'9€off at what they call the mventiens of menj which 
they may follow or reject, as may best suit their own 
inclinations. ^^ And this is the condemnation," says 
our Saviour, ^< that light is come into the world, and 
'< men have loved darkness rather than light, because 
" their deeds are eviV^ Not that they are destitute of 
sufficient knowledge and clear directions to find the 
way to happiness; but, their deeds are evil^ and there- 
lore they shut their eyes against the light, and choose to 
wander on in the dark paths of sin. 

These are some of the canscs which excite the 
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scoffers, mentioned in thd text, to cast their poisonoiis 
arrows. Wc are now to expose the absuidi^ and 
impiety of such behavioer. 

We shaU first suppose Aem aqpei^ of JoArr np/lfl^ 
Hon: and then let us ask them, whether there be Mijr 
thing m out hdy reOgion, when properly expfadnedy 
that is really ridicuhus? Is there any thing tidicukn 
in the opinicHi that thb universe, so amazii^ in its 
extent, so beautifid in its appearsliice, so harmooioas 
in all its tnovemetits, is the work of some wise and aD- 
powerful Creator ? Is it Unreasonable to suppose, disit 
he who created all tlui^ by the woid of hb powor, 
stSt guides and governs Ins own works by his ever- 
watchful providence? From the notnns which wt 
are led to form of the gloriom perfections of saeb a 
Being, is diere any ttmg improper in all the oflkes of 
]^ety--*-in the h^;hest love, reverence, and adoratioo**- 
in prajong to him for.hb fiivour, and praising him fcr 
his exceUcsit greatness ? When men had abused the 
Bght of natural reason, and were almost universal^ 
suiik into ignorance and abominable delusions, is k 
alisurd to believe that God should send a person inW 
the world to recover them from this lost estate; to 
revive, and enforce by additional motives, the great 
duties of natural religion ? Is there any thing extra- 
vagant in the opinion, that he who came upon this 
merciful errand, should be holy and harmless in aD 
manner of conversation; that he should work many 
astonishing, and yet benevolent miracles in proof of 
his divine commission ; that he should publish a clear 
tmd comprehensive set of laws for the conduct of our 
lives — laws founded upon the unchangeable nature of 
things— with one or two fosiiiVe precepts, (at the same 
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time,) exjxiessly calculated to strengthen the eternal 
obligations of morality ; and at last, that he should 
give the highest proof of his int^rity, by dying an 
ignominious death, to atone for the sins of the world ; 
and the strongest assurance of our future resurrection, 
by rising fdnuelf fix>m the dead? And, after such a 
representation as this, may we not conclude, that they 
who can debase themselves so &r as to laugh at 
matters of such infinite importance, equally expose 
their folly and their wickedness ? 

There b commonly a' distinction made between a 
moral and a rehgious man: and there are those who 
{»retend to be very exact in the discharge of their 
respective duties to men^ and yet neglect in them- 
selves, and ridicule in others, every appearance of piety 
towards heaven. But, as there can be no true reli^on 
without pure morality; so neither can he be csdled 
strictly a moral tnan^ who is defective in the duties 
that he owes more immediately to God. Do you not 
call him an immoral person who exf^iesses no love 
nor reverence for a parent ; who is ungrateful to a 
Jfiend and benefactor; and disrespectful and disobe- 
dient to his lawful superior? And is not he^ therefore, 
equally chargeable with immorality^ who expresses no 
filid affection and respect for the great Father of all ; 
who testifies no gratitude to him^ frova whom cometh 
every good and perfect gift ; and stands not in awe of 
his authority, who created, and will judge the worid ? 

*^ And if in these most essential principles and 
*• duties of religion, there be nothing wild and extra- 
** vagant; nothing weak and trifling; nothing, on the 
*• contrary, but what is trnXy venerable and useful; he 
** that endeavours to make ^jest of them, must render 
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On Idolatry. 



HOSEA ziv. S. 

Epbniin iluJl say. What have I to do any more wkh idob? I 
have heard him, and obaenred him: I am like a gicen fir-tree: 
lirom me is thy finiit foond. 

JL HE prophecies of Hosea are chiefly directed to die 
ten tribes of Israel, who, under Jeroboam, the soo (tf 
Nebat, had revdted from the house of David, re- 
nounced the religion of their fathers, and fallen into 
idolatry. The judgments of that God whom they 
thus despised, immediately pursued their crimes; and 
these chastisements of heaven are represented by the 
prophet as producing their due effect. 

The tribe of Ephiaim was the head of the ten revolt- 
ii^ tribes, both on account c^ its numbers, and be- 
cause within the limits of that tribe, Jeroboam hod 
fixed the seat of hb government. In the prophetic 
lai^^uage, therefore, the term Ephraim is equivalent 
to Israeiy as distinguished firom Judah and Benjamin, 
who nenvuned steadfast in their allegiance to their 
aln^faty Sovereign, the only living and true God. 
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In the words of the text, by way of dialogue, the 
penitence of the idolatrous Israelites, and the conse- 
quent mercy and benediction of heaven, are very 
emphatically expressed : Ephraim declares an utter 
aversion to his late grievous crime — ^** What have I to 
*^ do any more witii idols?" God replies — " I have 
" heard him, and obser\'ed him" — I have heard tiic 
confessions and righteous purposes of the humble 
penitent, will pardon his offences, and guide and 
protect him by my merciful providence. Epliraim 
acknowledges that upon returning to his duty, he 
soon rose to a happy and flourishing condition — ^^ I am 
** like a green fir-tree." To preserve his humility, 
God immediately reminds him that his fruitfulness 
springs entirely from the divine Uessing — ** From me 
" is thy fruit found" — ^it is my holy spirit which puts 
into thy heart good desires: it is my heavenly aid 
which enables thee to carry them into complete eflfect. 

It will be said, perhaps — ^** How is this passage of 
** sacred Scripture in any way applicable to us? How 
** are we concerned in the ancient idolatry of the 
^* Israelites ? We have never renounced our faith in 
" the true God. We despise the absurdity, and abhor 
*' the impiety of felling down to worship the calves set 
" up in Dan, or in Bethel." 

But, may we not revolt in our affections from the 
Lord our God? May we not rather serve mammon ; 
and be lovers of pleasure, more than lovers of him? 
Is not covetousness expressly called idolatry ? And 
may we not, in the language of Scripture, be, said, 
in various other ways, to set up our " idols in our 
*« heart?" 

In the estimation of religion ; in the cyt of dispas* 
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sionate reason, whatever the object may be, which has 
so far taken possession of our hearts, as to alienate 
them from the love of God, and from the service which 
is due to him, that is our idol. Happy is it fisr those 
yffbo can be speedily brought to see their error, and to 
&nn the good resolution of renouncbg it; exclaiming 
in the penitential language of Ephniim— " What have 
^^ I to do any more with the vain idols whidi have 
*' seduced my heart, and engrossed that attention wluch 
« is due to God alcwie?" 

Look round tl)e world, and, even where the fight of 
the Gospel shines, behokl the deluded children of men, 
bowing down before the works of their own hands, 
worshipjung the creature more than the Almi^i^ 
Creatcu*. Some make power their idol, at whose 
polluted shnne, how many supplicating victims are 
sacrificed ; what torrents of human blood are seen to 
flow! Some devote both soul and bodv to the service 
of nuunmon, for the acquisition of whose glittering 
stores, truth, justice, and mercy, are aU abandoned and 
utterly disregarded. Some spend six days in the 
week involved in the cares of this world; in solicitudes 
about what diey shall eat, and what th^ shall drink, 
and wherewithal they shall be cloathed ; and when the 
day arrives which the Lord has made, which was set 
apart for the special purpose of calling us off from 
these anxious pursuits, and elevating our souls to the 
contemplation of God, and the awful things of eternity ; 
this day also is dissipated in fatal inattention to these 
momentous subjects; in direct violation of laivs both 
human and divine; in rioting and drunkenness; in 
b(Msterous revellings, or in more calm, though not less 
se4ucing festivity. 
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Instead of gkxying in this alone, that they under* 
stand and know the Lord who exerciseth loving- 
kindnesSy judgment, and righteousness, in the earth ; 
how many of the wise, and mighty, and rich men of 
this world, gloiy only in their wisdom, in their might, 
or in their riches ? How many, when exalted to the 
summit of prosperity, instead of praising and honour- 
ing him who liveth for ever, look round upon the 
works of their hands, and in the vanity of their hearts 
exclaim with the Babylonish king — ^^ Have not I 
'^ built this by the might of my power, and for the 
^< honour of my majesty?" How many in the hour 
of adversity, instead of humUy seeking the guidance 
and protection of a wise and merciful Providence, 
depart in their heart from the Lord, and trust in man, 
and make die arm of flesh their principal dependence? 

In terms of much severity^ the pn^hets expose the 
vanity of idolatrous worship, and reprove the isXLy and 
ingratitude of their brethren for relying on the aid of 
fidse gods in the hour of distress. They who now 
forget the God that made them, and render not unto 
him the honour which is due to his holy name; thqr 
who now disregaid the grace of God offered in the 
Gospel — ^the remission of their sins, the assistance of 
the Holy Spirit, the inheritance of life and glory : they 
who are now engaged in providing other helps, and are 
totally devoted to other objects of adoration, will, ere 
long, find the w(»*ds of the prophet verified — ^** They 
^^ shall be ashamed, and also confounded all of them: 
** they shall go to confusion together that are makers 
•* of idols." When a consciousness of guilt be^ns to 
terrify them, will the earthly pleasure which they have 
so fondly loved, speak peace to their souls? Will die 
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sweet sounds of music soothe the pangs of remorse ; 
or the soft strains of flattery silence the clamours of a 
troubled conscience? Will purple and fine linen 
mitigate the pains of sickness? Will riches form an 
impenetrable shield against the dart of death ; or wiD 
all the gold of Ophir bribe him to suspend the blow? 
Will all the glittering pomps of this world which we 
now so ardently venerate — will they illuminate the 
darkness of the grave, or give us confidence before 
the awful tribun^ of God? Alas! on these solemn 
occasions, the penitential language of inconsiderate 
mortals will ever be — " Vain helpers are ye all. What 
** have I to do any more with idcds? It b only trust 
^^ in God that affords eflectual support : in him sdone is 
*' everlasting strength!" 

We abhor the sJ^surdities of idolatry, wiuch offers 
divine honcmrs to irrational animals, and requires its 
votaries to fall down and wcnrship a stock or a stone. 
So far it is well. But there is another important con- 
sideration. We must not only renounce error, but 
openly maintain the truth. We must not only cease 
to do evil, but also learn to do well. Do we then 

give unto the true God the hcmour which is due to 
his sacred name? Do we love him with all our 

heart, and with all our strength ; and him only do we 
serve? 

I shall not suppose that tliere . is a person present^ 
who is so foolish as to say in his heart — "There is 
** no God ; there is no almighty Creator and wise 
" Governor of the universe." I shall even suppose, 
that you Ixlieve the revelation contained in the Holv 
Scriptures, respecting the existence, tlie attributes, and 
the works of this glorious Being, the great object of 
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our adoration and praise. But, if we stand in those 
relations to him which are pointed out in the volume 
of inspired truth: if we were created by his power, 
redeemed by his mercy, and must hereafter abide the 
decbions of his justice; how shall we reconcile a 
true &ith with vicious practices ? How shall we be 
able to acquit many pn^essing Christians of the most 
faring absurdity, who seem to live without God in 
the world; who neglect the ordinances of the Church; 
whose hearts glow not with devotion, and whose lips 
are seldom opened either by praise or prayer; who, 
instead of setting their affections on things above^ 
appear to love the world alone, and the thii^of it. 

What is the meaning of that busy scene which, 
whithersoever we turn our eyes, presents itself to our 
view? Are all those immortal creatures so eagerly 
engaged, for the purpose of obtaining the favour of 
their Creator, and securing their everlasting wel&re? 
Do they take into c<msideration the whole term of 
their existence; and endeavour so to pass through 
things temporal, that they may finally obtain the joys 
which are eternal? No; their views are iar more 
fimited : their desires are unhappily not so enlarged. 
Their exertions are almost entirely confined to those 
objects which concern the cemfortaUe accommodation 
of this perishing body ; diey are employed in guarding 
against external accidents ; in securing or recovering 
health ; in protecting and augmenting property : in a 
w(Hd; in making provision merely for the flesh, to 
fulfil, sometimes the innocent desires, and sometimes 
the pernicious lusts thereof. Now, if there be a God 
who rules above ; if there is to be a resurrection of the 
dead, and a life everlasting; is it not an absurdity 
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equal to that which we rq)robate in the iddatroas 
laaelites, not to be most solidtoiis, by Iotc, anl 
veneration, and obedience^ to obtain tfie favour of tbM 
glorious Bemg, who is the absolute Aituter of our 
condition through eternal ages? What can be a 
stronger proof of shameful stupidity, of gross abeme 
tion from the dictates of reason, than to fear the incon- 
veniences which asssul us in das world, and yet to 
have no dread of him who can destroy bodi body and 
soul in hell; to be careful and troubled about many 
things which rdate to our well being for the termof 
Aree score years and ten, and yet to make no pro- 
vision for the. support of our felicity through a bound- 
less etemi^r ? 

The revolting Israelites most ungratefully renounced 
the religion (^ their fathers — a religion which had been 
imparted to them vnAi signs and wonders — with a 
mighty hand and a stretched-out arm — ^with everjr 
demonstration of divine audKxity. Christianity is sup- 
ported by the sime incontrovertible evidence, the 
most stupendous miracles. Infidels would persuade 
us to abandon this heavenly system ; to abjure our 
Redeemer j and to worship we know not what; the 
creatures of a corrupted heart, and a bewildered ima- 
gination. When one of the [ximitive martyrs who 
had spent near a century in the service of hb Lorf, 
while the flames were kindling round Wm, was com- 
manded by a heathen ruler to renounce his religioo, 
he made diis ever memorable reply — " Eighty and 
^* ax years have I now served Christ, and he has never 
** dcme me the least ^\TX)ng : How then can I blaspheme 
" my King and my Saviour?'' Has he, my brethren, 
ever done us any harm ? Did he do us any wrong, 
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by assuming our nature, and exhibiting a most perfect 
example of all virtue ; by imparting the purest precepts 
and die most encouraging promises; by d]ring to 
9tone for our sins, and riang again that he might even 
now be our merciful Intercessor in heaven? O com- 
passicHiate Redeemer ! should we ever be so ungrateful 
as to forsake thee, to whom can we go for the words 
of eternal life? If we reject thy heavenly doctrines, 
we shall lose the light of truth itself. If we forsake 
thy friendly guidance, we cannot but wander from the 
right way in this dreary wilderness! 

Christianity, bringing sufficient proof of its divine 
origin, was founded on the ruins of heathenism: it has 
now had an establishment in the earth, for near two 
thousand years : through every revolving age, and in 
all countries, some of the wisest and best men have 
been its zealous advocates : wherever it has prevailed, 
the condition of mankind has been perceptibly melio- 
rated. And shall we now listen to the insidious 
harangues, and promote the pernicious schemes of 
those who, merely to answer the purposes of a wicked 
poUcy, endeavour to exterminate it from the face of 
the earth ? Were it pos^ble to efiect this ne&rious 
design, and to establish another system in its place, 
(for men will never live without a religion under some 
form or other,) be assured, the perpetrators of this 
mischief would soon have too much reason to exclaim 
^th penitential hearts — " What liave we to do any 
** more with idols ? Let us return unto the Lord our 
^' God ; and cherish with pure aftection that reli^on 
*< which he sent down from heaven for the everlai^gv 
^^ good of man !" 

'We, my lirethren, alMior the pcnicious design of 
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from the worid: but, are we not 
jusdy culpable, for not aflfording it that cordial recq>- 
t|on to which it is ckaily entided, and permittii^ it to 
produce its full effect upon the comfort of our hearts^ 
and the conduct of our life? Have we not too often, 
in the course of our earthly pilgrimage, disregarded 
the superintending providence of God, and confided 
in our own wisdom, wealth, or powa? On too many 
occasions, has not the love of the worid been in us, 
more than tfie love of our heavenly Father? 

With deep abasement of soul, let us acknowledge 
our faults ; and God, for Christ's sake, will listen to 
Ihe first sighs of penitence, and aid the fiuntest endea- 
vours to reform. To repenting Ephnum he inunediatdy 
says-*-^*^ I have heard him, and observed lum"^-*I have 
heard his expressions of regret for past oSenoes; his 
full purposes of future amendment; and, sufficient 
aid shall be afforded on my part, so that hdy deares 
may be perfected by good works. 

In this situation, the Christian may well be repre- 
sented by the beautiful image of a green and flourish- 
ing tree planted by the water side, and bringing fordi 
its fruit in due season : he is grateful to the cjc of 
every belK)lder ; he yields comfort to all who approach. 
In this fair tree, the birds take refuge fi*om the stormy 
wind and tempest ; the weary traveller is refreshed l^ 
its shade ; and the hungry and thirsty are regaled by 
its pleasant fiiiits. And, watered as it continually is 
by the dews of heaven, these fruits will never bH : 
they will flourish in every season, till it comes to be 
transplanted into the heavenly paradise. " From me," 
saith God, ** is thy fruit found.'* 

By the agency of his Holy Spirit, he works in the 
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hearts of his obedient children ; and while we cherish 
the sacred influence, its good fruits will be evident in 
all circumstances of this transient life : every change 
of ^tuation will produce some new virtue. In pros- 
perity, kvej jot/j and peace, will be conspicuous. 
Under injuries and other occasbns of distress, iong- 
Buflfering will be called forth into exercise. Our 
intercourse with others, and particularly with our 
inferiors, will be regulated by gentleness and goodness. 
Every trust will be discharged with Jaithy tliat is, 
with fidelity and constancy. Provocations will be 
sustained with meekness; and the power of temptation 
obviated by the exerti(»is of temperance. Thus will 
the fruits of the spirit flourish and abound : they come 
from God, and are, therefore, inexhaustible. Thus 
•upplied, whatever our temporal condition may l)e, 
we are thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

Let us, then, from a general review of what has 
been now said, be persuaded, by the aid of this Messed 
Spirit, so to r^ulate the affections of our hearts, that 
no earthly attachment may interfere with die love of 
God, and with the performance of any of our religious 
duties. His fiaivour is better than life : to obtain it, 
the dictates of reason, tiiie precepts of our religion, and 
consequently, a regard for our best interests require, 
that we should never hesitate to relinquish the choicest 
treasures, or the sweetest gratifications of this world. 

If our hearts have hitherto been alienated from God, 
and fascinated with the delusive pleasures of this tran- 
sient scene ; let us resolve at once, to have no more to 
do with idols ; and God will hear and observe our good 
resolutbns : he will encourage the first pious desire : 
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plished. The particular providence of God was thus 
eminently displayed; and whenever those names were 
mentioned, men were reminded of the divine benefit^ 
and ci the duties which diese benefits required. Who 
could hear the name of Joshua^ without recoUectiiig 
tiiat he was the saviour oi his countiymen in ftdr 
perilous conflicts with die heathen whom they diqx»- 
sessed? The same divine wisdom used a amilar 
method) in assigning a name to that person, who 
was sent into the world to achieve the most high and 
cxcdlent de ign which was ever undertaken for the 
gk)ty of God sUid die good of men. This name was 
brought by an archangd, and imposed upon our Lofd 
before his nativity — ^^ Thou shalt call hb name JetuSy^* 
said the heavenly messenger, ^^ for he shall saae his 
•* people fiom their sins." Whenever tfiis name is 
heard, let it instruct and admonish us ; let it raise in 
us a high sense of God's infinite goodness ; let it ex- 
cite in our hearts love, and gratitude, and veneration. 
The prophets had repeatedly foretold, tliat the expected 
Prince of Peace should speak in righteousness, and be 
mighty to save. To save was the chief employment 
of the Mes»ah ; to purchase, to publish, and to accom- 
plish salvation fcnr his peq)le, was his peculiar work* 
Let the name of Jesus^ therefore, be ever grateful to 
our ears, and fill our hearts with joy. He came to 
save mankind firom their sins and miseries. At the 
name of JesuSy the Saviour, let us bow in grateful 
adoration; let every tongue confess, that he is the 
hotd of life, to the glory of God the Father ! 

2dly. We are informed, that while others gave a 
discouraging representation, Joshua, the son of Nun, 
in conjunction with one other person, made a favour* 
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able report cxf the land which they had been sent to 
examine. He brought a cluster of the grapes fitxn 
the brook c£ Eshcol ; he Ix'ought also of the pome- 
granates and of the figs, as specimens of the fertilit|r 
of the countiy. ^* He i^)ake unto all the company of 
^^ the children of larael, sayings The land which we 
^ passed dvough to search it, is an exceeding good 
^ landk If the Lord del%ht in us, then he will bring 
^* usbtothisland, andgiveitus; a land which floweth 
'< ndth milk and hon^. Only rebel not ye against the 
^ Lord, neither fiear ye the people of ^e land: their 
^^ defence is departed fit>m them, and the Lord is with 
^ us : fear them not." This was, indeed, good news 
of the promised inheritance, which ought to have 
excited in the people the utmost alacrity in obeyiiig 
the commands of die Lord. 

And, in like manner, the Saviour of mankind has 
given us the most animating representations of the 
heavenly Canaan, the future inheritance of his fiuthful 
people; he has brought good tidings of great joy, 
which ought to inspire us with resolution to encounter 
and^ranquish all our spiritual adversaries. Before the 
coming of Christ, the representations which had been 
given of a future state of rest and felicity, were very 
imperfect and obscure. He brought life and immor- 
tality to light. What glorious descriptions does his 
Crospel contain, of the abundant goodness of Grod, and 
of the joys which are prepared in heaven for those 
who love him! Pardon, grace, and salvation, are 
offered with an unsparing hand and imlimited mercy. 
A joy unspeakable and full of glory is set before us—* 
^ joy perfect in its kind, and of eternal duration. He 
hs^ even brought us a foretaste of the bounties of this 
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heavenly country* The Hdy Ghost tht Comfixtttv 
v^ch he procuored for ub| now filb tiie toul of Ibb 
ptOUB Christian with joy and peace in bdlevng'. Tkt 
sa^sramente which lie instituted, like Ad grs^ws of 
EsboDl) strengthen and refresh tiH; they we plodgei 
df his nevernreasing lov^ an earaeal of die folnesi of 
that blesiKd land of promisie^ where his pteple shall 
want no manner of diing that ia gpod Thb Ltvd is 
mth us. Only take hced^ that ye rebel not against 
him, and he will delight in us; be wiSL bring us into 
this good land ; he will give it to us for m cv ei i a rti ftg 
pdM^SudiK 

Sdly. losbua was educated under the immediate 
ifispec^n of Moses, and he perfected wiiiA Moses 
cnfy bfsgant the one instituted laws, the other fixed 
the peqple in a atuation where dioae laws ooald be 
cartied imo comidete executioa. It is said-<-^ That 
'« lt>shua, the son of Nun, was full of die spirit of 
'* wi^om, for Moses had hid his hands upon him: 
*< that the Lord ^pskt unto Joshua, die minister of 
<^ Moses, saying) Moses my servant is dead; now 
^ therelbre arise, go ovdr tMs Jordan, thou, and all 
^ this people, unto dit land which I (fo give to diem, 
^ even to the children of Israel. Only be thou strong 
^ and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to d» 
^ all that fe written in the law, which Moses my 
^ servant commanded thee ; for then, thou shaft make 
^ thy way pro^)erous, and then thou shalt have good 
•* success.'' He viras obedient to the heavenly com- 
mand, and the institutions of Moses were carried into 
efiect. 

Thus Jesus, the Saviour of sinners, was bom under 
die law, and complied with all its directicms relative t» 
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eircttinciuon» the pastorer, and other solemnities. He 
WBB obedient unto the law for man* He fulfilled ail 
r^gfatftousnessk la him^ the ceremonial law had its 
entire completion. When he said — ^^ It is finishedP^ 
at that at^l declaration, the shadows began to dis« 
J^ppeiu*,- and the true li^t to rise upon mankind. A 
Mw system Was now to be introduced. Old things 
passed away^ and all diings became new. Projdiecies 
were fulfiUed^ Ceremcxiies were explained. .Types 
were understood. Sacrifices had their complete sig- 
nifioance. Moses, the old servant of the Lord, sur- 
rendered Ms authority Id Joshtia : the k^slator was 
succeeded by die Saviout : the ceremonial law gave 
plaoe to the putt and ever blessed GospeL As die 
Lcard hath commandedr^'^ Let not this improved book 
^ of the law depart out of our mouths ; but let us 
<< meditate therein day and ni^t Let us turn not 
^< fixxn it to the right hand or to the left, that we majr 
" proq)er whithersoever we ga" 

4dily. Under the conduct of Joshua, the people 
were put in possession of the jiiromised inheritance. 
Wc are informed-^^' A bng time after that the Lord 
*^ had given rest unto Israel fiom all their enemies 
<' round about, when Joshua waxed old and stricken 
<^ in age, he csdled for all the elders, and heads, amf 
<^ officers of Israel,'' to give them his last charge and 
benediction. In this solemn transaction, enumerating 
the divine blessings which had been abundantly poured 
down upon them, he tells them — ^^ A land has been 
** given you, for which ye did not labour. Ye dwell 
** in cities which ye have not built. Ye do eat of 
** vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not.'' 
And this is the important inference whi^^ he draws*- 
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'^ Now, therefore, fear the Lord, and serve lum in 
** sincerity and in truth." 

In like manner, the Redeemer of mankind is called^ 
in Holy Scripture — " The mighty Conqueror; the 
" Captain of our SaI\'ation;" and he is thus addressed in 
the animated language of the inspired Psalmist — ^ Gird 
*^ thee with thy sword upon thy thigh, O thou most 
*^ mighty, according to thy worship and idiown. 
^^ Good luck have thou with thine honour: ride on, 
^^ because of the word of truth, of meekness and 
'^ righteousness, and thy right hand shall teach Aee 
^^ terrible things. Thy arrows are very sharp, and the 
'^ people shall be subdued imto thee, even in the 
'' midst among the king's enemies. Thy seat, O God, 
'< endureth for ever; the sceptre of thy kingdom is a 
*^ right sceptre. Thy name shall be remembered Grom 
^^ one generation to another; the people shall give 
'^ thanks unto thee, world without end." Sharp was 
the conflict which the Captain of our Salvation had to 
sustain, when he engaged in the arduous work of man's 
redemption. But, let his glorious name be remem* 
bered fix>m (me generation to another. Our spiritual 
adversaries have all been subdued unto him. He 
vanquished Satan : he triumphed over death : he as- 
cended up on high, leading captivity captive, opening 
the everlasting doors to all his faithful followers. Happy 
are the people who have taken him for their leader and 
guide! The lines have fallen to them in pleasant 
places; yea, tliey have a goodly heritage. Many 
mansions of blessedness are provided for them. He 
that is most mighty, displaying his worship and re- 
nown, shall conduct them in safety tlirough the chilling 
waters of Jordan, the awful gulf of death; he shall 
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fix them, according to his infinite mercy, in cities 
which they builded not, even in that city which hath 
fi^undations, whose builder and maker is God: in 
vineyards and oliveyards whu^h they planted not, 
even under the ^dow and among the fiiiits of the 
tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of 
God 

Lastly; God afforded his people, the children of 
Israel, his special protecticxi ; he gave them a prudent 
and a valiant leader, to conduct them into the goodly 
heritage which his mercy had provided for them ; they 
were, therefore, on no occasion to be disheartened ; nor 
were they to loiter and sit down in listless inddence 
and inactivity. The merciful aid and protection of 
heaven was intended to stimulate their zeal and virtu- 
ous exertions. The command was — " Be strong and 
" of good courage. Pass over this Jordan, and go in 

to possess the land, which the Lord your God giveth 

you. Five of ytm shall chase an hundred ; and an 
" hundred of you shall put ten tliousand to flight ; and 
" your enemies shall fall before you." 

Christians enjoy the special assistance and protection 
of their Father who is in heaven; they have a Leader 
who has proved himself to be invincible ; they have an 
inheritance provided fiar them by the mere mercy of 
God. But, notwithstanding all this merciful provision, 
strenuous exertions are to be made on their part; 
certain qualifications are absolutely necessary, before 
they can be placed in q^iet possession of the goodly 
heritage which tlie Lord their God has promised to 
them. Their present state is frequently compared to 
a warfare : at their baptism, tliey entered into solemn 
engagements to fight manfully, under the banner of a 
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crucified Saviour, against the woridi tht fleih, wd t)M| 
devil: and, io his Epistle to the £phe«iana, the apc«ite 
has particularly described ^ spiritual amuwr nMdi 
is to be eni[doyed in the arduous oonttctf Lei U9> 
Aen, rise, and be active; and yAiS^ we ape ^hkiDg 
the good fight t^ fiuth, let us derive cooaolatioD wA 
encouragement fix)m God's merciful declaratioiis^ bgr 
his servant Joshua, to hia ancient people—^ If (he 
** Lord delight m us, then lie ^noU bring us into ^ 
'' land and give it us. Only rebel oot ye agionat die 
*^ Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land; for 
*^ their defence is deported firom them, and ^ Loid 19 
" widi us; therefore, fear tfiem not" 

Having thus laid before you aoiiie of ^ drDim* 
stances, in which Joshua, the captmn of the host of 
Israel^ was an eminent type of Jesii3» the Sanour of 
the world ; I shall now conclude with a few practical 
inferences from the doctrine which has been inculcated 
in the preceding parts of (his discourse. 

And, 1st Since a Saviour has been provided for 
fallen man; since it was so particularly declared by 
the angel, that his name must be called Jcsus^ because 
lie is to save his peoj^ from their sins; let us seri- 
ously inquire, Whether we have availed ourselves of 
this great salvaticxi wliich is now ofiered to us? Are 
we saved from the guilt of sin, by sincere penitence 
and faith in the Redeemer ? Are we saved from its 
pcrweTj by the operations of the Holy Spirit, sanctify- 
ing our polluted nature, and causing us to walk in all 
the ordinances of our holy religion Uameless? What 
btrangc infatuation would it be, to*neglect this great 
tialvation ! to spurn die blessing fix>m us ! to answer 
the gracious invitation of our Lord—" Come unto me^ 
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^ ttid bey^ sared," w^ tius prcaartpteous taigudge,' 
^^ we ftfd i^ot sriicitoas to be sardd ftoter fitam the 
^ destroyer ^n; hor, in ^JkMt state^ from misery 
^ itid death etemtd/' 

2dly. Let the saviour Joshua take the place of the 
law^ver Moses; let the law lead us to the Qosfiel d[ 
lesus Christ ** By the law," says the apostle, '< is 
*^ the knowledge of sin." Let us, with the deepest 
humility of heart, compare our defective obedience^ 
with diat pure and undefiled law of God, which goes 
to the regulation of our thoughts, and words, and 
actions: and, surely, on our bended knees, with hands 
uplifted in humble supplication, and hearts glowing 
with gratitude, we shall thank God, for the atoning 
sacrifice, the Lamb that was slain to take away the 
sins of the worid; we shall bless his hxAy name, for 
sending a Messenger firom heaven, not to call the 
righieousj but sinners to repentance* 

Sdly. Let us ever remember, that the Christian life 
b a life of activity and diligence. We must do tht 
will of God, before we can reasonably expect to re* 
ceive his promise. We must work out our salvation 
with fear and trembling. We must give all diligence 
to make our calling and election sure. The crown of 
fife is pnnnised to those only who persevere to the 
end in well-doing. 

Lastiy; in all the tcHls and dangers of our journey 
through the wilderness of this world, let us contem- 
plate, with delightful expectations, that rest which is 
provided for the people of God. Art thou now hungry 
and thirsty, weary and faint ? Rivers of pleasure are 
before thee; a fulness of joy is at hand. In this 
blessed land of promise, sorrow and sighing will be 
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scr\'ices. The kingdom of God b the pearl erf* great 
price ; to purchase it, we must sdl all that we have 
The world is not to be gained, if it cannot be acxpnred, 
but with the loss of our own souls. The most lauddde 
affections of our hearts are to be restrakied, wfaenerer 
they rise in competition with the love and du^ whidi 
we owe to God. For thus our <Uvine Teacher has 
assured us — *^ He that loveth father or modier men 
<* than me, is not worthy of me; and he that lovedi 
<^ son or daughter more than me, is not wordiy of me. 
"^ But, thou shalt love the Lord thy God widi all thy 
«< heart, and with all thy soul, and with all tfay 
^< strength." Let it not be said, that these are severs 
injunctions. The most worthy objects are certunly 
entitled to the highest r^aid. Evoy tender and 
benevolent passion was undoubtedly implanted in our 
bosoms for wise and usefid purposes; but sdU, on aQ 
occasions, they should be exerted in subordination to 
tlie will of God. ffe deals widi us, as with creatures 
who were formed for immortality; and therefcMre wth 
justice expects, tliat we should never he^tate to sacri- 
fice things temporal, whenever they would obstruct 
the attainment of the happiness which is eternal. 

2dl}% From this passage of sacred history, we may 
remark, what dangerous temptations worldly wealth 
and honour throw in our way, to cause us to swerve 
troni ihe direct |xith of our duty ; or, at least, to em- 
barrass and impede our progress. Had not Nicode- 
mus been a rich and powerful ruler of the Jews, he 
would not have come to Jesus with such cautious 
secrecy, and trembling hesitation. Hence, our Lord ^ 
declares — <* That a rich man,'' that is, one who trust? 
hi riches, " shall hardly enter into the kingdom of 
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SERMON XXIV* 



On the Conduct ofNicodemus* 



JOHN iii. 1, 2. 

There was a man of the Pharisees, ifiamed NicodemuSy a ruler of 
the Jews : the same came to Jesus by nighti and said unto him, 
Rabbi, we know that thpu art a teacher come from God : for, 
no man can do these mirades that thou doest, except God be 
iirith him. 

f ROM this passage of sacred Scripture it appears, 
diat the evidence which omr Saviour produced of his 
divine mission proved satisfactory, not only to many of 
the unprejudiced multitude ; but, that it also wrought 
conviction in the minds of some of the haughty and 
interested Pharisees. Nicodemus, who was one oS 
them, had been convinced diat Jesus was a teacher 
come from God. A contest was Aus excited in his 
bosom between the dread of censure, and the love of 
truth : he wi^ed to testify his faith to Jesus himself, 
but he dreaded the scoffs and reproaches of his unbe- 
fieving brethren. He therefore comes privately in the 
night, and addresses him in the words of the text. 
What effect our Lord's discourse had upon the mind 
pf this timid, though believing Pharisee, wc are not 
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loGody f(»: all the benefits which he has besftmed 
upon us? ^lall the greatest blcsiingB 01^ give ooca 
^ion to the greatest neglect of our rdigkms duties? 
Shall tliey who enjoy most, for which they oi^^ to 
be thankful, be the most remarkable Sat nigndlude? 
Shall they who are so situated as to be least in sutqec- 
don to the will of others, r^ulate tfidr time in such a 
manner, as to devote the smaUesi part, or no part ai all 
of it, to the service of Almighty God? 

Would those who are fixed in the oanS(ncuous ranks 
of life, seriously consider the extensive influence of their 
good examjde; how decent and ornamental rational 
piety is, even in the most elevated stations; what coun- 
tenance they might afibrd to the weak and needy ; what 
encouragement to those who are iq^x)inted to mmister 
;Uthealtar; what advantage to the community at large, 
by diffusing a spirit of pure and undefiled religion-^ 
would the rich and powerful seriously consuder these 
momentous truths ; surely, not much persuasion could 
. be necessaiy to induce them, with uniform attention to 
keep God's Sabbaths, and to reverence all the ocdi* 
nances of his sanctuary. They woukl be ready to 
exclaim-^** My foot standedi right ; I will praise the 
*^ Lord in die congregations. I will hate the assembly 
^^ of the wicked, and will not sit among the ungodly. 
** I will wash my hands in innocency, O Lord, and sa 
^^ will I go to Uiiiie altar : that I may show the voice 
4* of thank^iving, and tell of all diy wondrous works. 
*^ For I sliall be satisfied with the plenteousness of thy 
^ ^* house; and thou shalt g^ve me drink of thy pka- 
^ sures, as out of the river. For with thee is the wdl 
'^ of life, and in thy light shall wc see light." 

3dly. We may obser%'e, that the dread of singu- 
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hrity often proves a powerful obstructicffi to our pro- 
secution of truth, and advancement in pie^. Nico- 
demus, though he found it necessary to act with 
caution^ was enabled, in a great d^ree, to surmount 
this dangerous impediment; for, with freedom tern- ^ 
pered by discretion, he qpposed the whole council of 
chief priests and Pharisees, when they were about to 
inflict upon Jesus an arbitrary punishment. In the 
common concAms of life, it would betray a want of 
becoming diffidence and modesty^ for any individual 
to set up ius own private notions in direct exposition 
to the established opinions of the world; it would 
indicate a captious ^gularity^ to deviate from general 
customs and manners, which are altogether indi&redt. 
But, when the honour of God, the interest of truth, the 
good of society, the hs^piness of our immortal souls ; 
in other words, when the great cau^ of morality and 
religion is at stake ; to be animated is natural ; to be 
zealous b highly commendable; to be singular is our 
indispensable duty. Thus, the Pharisees are severely 
condemned by our Lord, because they loved the 
^praise of men more than the praise of God; and 
the apostles Peter and John, when they were com- 
manded to abandon the profession of the Gospel, made 
this reply to the unreasonable injunction-^** Whether 
*^ it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you 
^< more than unto God, judge ye: for we cannot but 
^^ speak the things which we have seen and heard.'* 
In every deliberation, with respect to our conduct in 
life, the great inquiry is, whether it be right in the 
sight of God : ^ authority is supreme ; and no power 
can give a dispensation for the infringement of his 
laws. This is a general principle; an universal rule; 
Vol, IL 35 
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lo which, in all important cases, we cap hanre taof 
access, la- there a dissipated pereMi, who rushn h 
aU the extravagipnt pomps and vanities o£ this 
ivcrid? Is thece a ridi and proGpevous mai!, whcv n 
compUance with pernicious cu8tooi| devotoa dwl tint 
to mirth and jollity, whidi ought to be spent in Ae 
solemnities of religion ? Is there an amiaMff yaath, 
who is declining firom the path oi dettnqr aodsobde^^ 
tftfough the solicitations of vicious confjpamons f Let 
them, fw a moment, recollect themselves; and thn 
ask this serious questioo-^*^ Is it right in the sig^ of 
'« God?" And if God condemn their conduct, of 
what seal importance is the cononendation c^ sdl man* 
land? The determmations of the world are often 
dvected bgr the passion and caprice of the raomentf 
but the ju^ment of God is according to Initfi and 
equiqr,. and they diall sustain the consequences of i^ 
whether happy or miserable, to all etermty. Furnished 
as we are, with sufficient light from reason and Scr^ 
Uire, no iionest and sinoere man will be at a loss to' 
determine what course he ought to take, in all the 
more important points of duty. And,^ whenever the 
will of God b clearly notified, let us surrender ous- 
selves to its guidance, without he^tation; let us 
endeavour to perform it thxough evil report and good 
report ; let not the solicitations of bad men, nor ditf 
seducements of hurtful customs, divert us from the 
true and perfect way. In thus keeping the command-' 
ments, there is a great reward ; peace of conscience^ 
and the approbation of heaven. 

In the last place; let me exhoit you frequendy ter 
consider the evidence, upon which the truth of 
Christianity stands. In opposition to the inveterate 
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prejudice <^ education ; oontraiy to dl die powerful 
suggestions cf worldly interest and honour^ Nico- 
demus submitted to the forpp of truth, and acknow- 
ledged that lesus was & teacher sent from God. 1^ 
pure and bxAj doctrines inculcated by Chri^ and Ms 
apoides, and which were supported by the evidence 
of tnixadeSy carried our holy region in triiin^ over 
aH oppofidtkm, and gave it m permanent establ^iment 
in the earth. Yidding to its mighty power, the hnughQr 
mid stubborn Pharisee is brought to bow at the feet 
of Jesus, and lmiid4y ask instruction. Are we also 
convinced, diat li» was a teacher sekit' finom Gqd? 
And what elfeet shoidd this conviction hsve upon our 
conversation in the wt^id? tf Jesus be indeed die 
Sdh of God, mvestttd widi power frmn on high; if the 
Cbospel be thewotd of evertastkig truth ; if we Itave 
been all baptised into the fiMi of this Gospd, and, 
flrom time to time, makt public declarations cf our 
bdief ; if we are well pleased to bear the name of 
Christians; what Mange infatuation, what fiital absuN 
^ky is it, not to be most solicitous to become so in 
reaSiyf The doctrines <^ our divbie Teacher are 
mare pure and more comprehenave, than any of die 
systems of ancient philosophy; they aiford a remedy, 
which human wisdcmi could never have devised, for 
that inherent depravity, wtich infects every mm who 
is bom into the world; they have the sanction of 
divine authority, which no merely human scheme of 
moral instruction could ever ckum ; they are enforced 
by die most .cogent motives, which can be bfxxight to 
operate upon reasonable beings« And after all, by|/^' 
di^garding his doctrines, and slighting the praSere4 
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reward, shall we be so infatuated, w. to derive no 
advantage fix)m this heavenly Instructor? Let us 
employ the most e&ctiial means for obtaining tfie 
knowledge of our duty; but, after learmng the wilt of 
God, let us deem ourselves happy only while we do it. 
The Redeemer of mankind, is our sacrifice to make 
atonement for guilt ; our Teacher, to inform our un- 
derstandings with the most useful knowledge; and 
our Guide, to lead us into the pracdce of all virtue. 
He is gone before to prepaid a plape for his humble 
and fidthful disciples; that where he is, they may 
be also. Let us ccmsider the securing of a tide to 
thi^t everlasting inheritance, as the most interesting 
business of the present liferrTo the acquisition of this 
great object, let all earthly pursuits be made subor- 
dinate^ — in all circumstances, let us act \nth a sii^le 
eye to this orw thing needfid. 

When the power and wealth, the pomps and vanities 
of this wicked world throw their allurements in our 
way, and attempt to seduce our hearts bora the love 
pf God and the practice of our duty; let us walk 
circumspectly, impressed with the steadfast conviction, 
that it would indeed profit us nothing, to gain the 
whole world and lose our own souls. 

Let us not be afraid to acknowledge, that it is good 
to be jealously affected always in a good cause. Let 
tins solemn declaration of our Redeemer be deeply 
impressed upon our hearts-^" Whosoever shall be 
*^ ashamed of me, and of my words, in this adulterous 
^^ and sinful generation ; of him also shall the Son of 
*7W* man be ashamed, when he cometh in the gloiy of 
^li his Father, with the holy angels." 
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Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without 
levering; and, in due time, we shall obtain the end 
of it, even the salvation of our souls. 



SERMON XXV. 



On the open Profession of our FaUh in Christ 



MARK TiiL 38. 

Whofoeveffi therefore, aiiall be ashamed of me, and of my wordf^ 
ia this adalteroos and sinful generation ; of him also shall the 
Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the* glory of Us 
Father, with the holy angels. 



And is it possible, that any of the d^enerate race 
of Adam can ungratefully refiise to acknowledge ton, 
who with infinite love and condescension came to 
redeem them from thdr lost condition 7 Can man, a 
frail child of the dust, so totally dependent as he is, 
and who has been so greatly obUged, ever treat with 
disregard his most bountiful Benefector? Can that 
being, who was originally placed in so low an order of 
God!s intelligent creatures, and who has degraded 
himself by wilful transgression, be ever so absurd in 
his pride, as to be ashamed of the Lord of life, the 
Head of all principaliQr and power, to whom aB 
authority in heaven and earth is now committed, and 
who will hereafter come in the glory of the almighty 
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Father, attended by ianiimtfaUe hosts of the ho^ 
aagdsf 

Yet, such is die absurtt^ aad ingiiBtkiside of de» 
generate nusi, that our Bedeemcr and Lord has too 
oiften nscci¥ed this contemptuous treatmcot, fron tbe 
tboae in which he aasuaned our nalnre in the fimi of a 
servant, and dwck maoag us in great faumilky^ to die 
present moment, when he is h^Ujr exalted, and has 
a noma giren unto him^ Bduch ia above eveiy name. 
The haughqr Jesrs^ ths dcseendants of AbrateuB, and 
therefofe vah^y dated widi 4is notion that thqr were 
the peculiar &iroiKstes ef hesTen, ^ii^cre ashamed of a 
Mes»h so nneek and loviify sa eolSrelf dirested of all 
toddy pomp and sgigoAm* He came unto Us owo^ 
and his own received fajoinot^ Tkqr tasated him widi 
the grossest miSgnity. They denied die Holy One^ 
and the Just. They desired a aauidfrer to be gianted 
unto diem, wbUe they ki&ed the Prkiee of fife; And^ 
iMiough he was msed from the dead, of whidi mo- 
Bicntous feet there were matqr competent and fiuthfiil 
witnesses; althoi^h he be now seated on tiie right 
hand of the Majesty in the heavens, iovesled with 
supreme dominion over angels md men; slitt, he b 
•rested with disretq^eet by toamaey of his inconsiderate 
Creatures. They are ashamed c>f ^ and of hk) iMrds. 
They perversely attempt to tamish the lustre of hi^ 
ridj^bty achievements in accompli^ung the redempdon 
c€^lliadund« They insuk his divinity » rej<ect his atone* 
meht, and deny the operation of his grace. Lament- 
able rashness of beings who were nsade lor eternity, 
dws to deny him^ through whom alone, life and im- 
laoftality have been brought to light ! Pitiable folly 
<^weak {ffid sinful mortals, to be ashamed othim who 



» 



.# 



280 On the open Prqfessk^ Sermon 25; 

ruleth among the armies of heaven, and over the in- 
habitants of the earth ; to whom all judgment is com- 
mitted; whose last deci^ve sentence will detemune 
the everlasting condition of the whole human noe ! 
Let us inquire into the causes of this ii^ratitude tD 
our best Friend ; of this preposterous shame^ wfaoe 
we ought to cherish a spirit of exultation^ and even to 
make our boast in God our Redeemer. Let us con- 
^der what is implied in the contrary conduct of con- 
fesang him before men — ^before those who are most 
inclined to revile and oppose; even before an adulter- 
ous and sinful generation. Let us seriously reflect 
upon the solemn obligations under wluch we lie, not 
to deny the Lord who bought us ; not to be ashamed 
of that great Head of die Church, whom to know and 
acknowledge is our truest bliss, our Mghest glory. 

One cause why even those who believe the Goqiel, 
too' often act as if they were ashamed of its divine 
Author, is the dread of incurring the scofis of a mcked 
world. Not that bad men can, in their hearts, debase 
the virtuous and godly. But, as the advancement of 
the Redeemer's kmgdom necessarily tends to die 
subver^on of that of Satan, they are prompted by the 
great adversary of all goodness, to combine in oppo^q; 
the progress of our holy religion: if they carnid 
entirely extinguish the heavenly fire, they will at least 
attempt to diminish the brightness of the flame* 
Conscious that they are in the path which leads to 
destruction, like the malevolent master whom tbt^' 
serve, the}' take a cruel delight in constantiy addii^ to 
the number of those who wander fix>m the right wqr« 
Hence, the}' persecute die good with unrelenting 
malignit}' ; industriously throwing obstructions in 
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exaggerating didr infirmities^ and distortif^ 
their rirtues ; assaulting diem somedmes with the in* 
snuadons of ridicule^ and somedmes with expressions 
<tf direct contempt; and the &tal consequenpe of these 
Hfjrulent attacks is too often a culpable fear of con-^ 
fesssing our faith in Christ, and love of his holy 
religion^ 

The de^re of obtaining the commendation of those 
with whom v/t converse, is a natural propensity of the 
^ human mind< But in yielding to this propensiQry is it 
g not to be feared that we permit the dread of unjust 
% iieproQch to control the cimotiods of a gpfous hattt 
^ We are afraid to let our light shifie before med, lest, 
g instead of glorifying our Father who is in heaven, 
w fliey should only vilify his servants here upon earths 
f^ When the wicked are Si our sight, to escape the vdoe 
^ of the slanderer and the blasphemar, we keep silence, 
1 «v€n from good words, aldiough it be p^ and grief 
|- tous. We are ashamed oi Christy fix>m an unreason*' 
idble deference to the opinions of ungodly men# 
. Another cause of %b timidity among those ^ho in 
fpme respects entertain a beooming sense of religious 
.fjjUigadon, is the dread of being deemed vain pre- 
tenders to an extraordinaiy degree of piety. Daily 
V experience teaches us, that the best things are Hable to 
be abused to pernicious purposes^ The mask of 
^ leU^on is somedmes assumed in order to conceal the 
base designs of vice. Under the sanctimonious coun- 
tenance^ pathetic ejaculations to heaven, and fervent 
dedarations of inviobble attachment to Christ and his 
re^gion, too often lurk vanity and affectation-'-'^e very 
qpirit of the ancient Pharisees^ all whose preta^nons to 
extraordinary piety were deigned Qiereiy to be seen 
Vol. II. ' 36 
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0f men. Now, the dread of incurripg Ae knputedjoi 
of this odkms vice, has frequently an undue in&ienpB 
even apen the wdl disposed miad*^ To avoid om 
fcult, we too hastily run ipto the oontraiy extmae 
We suppress ^ natural expressions of attadunent to 
our Lord and Master, lest we idiould be called ipot 
formal professors. Because sepulchres are somcdmci 
whited and appear beautiful outwaid, we aie afrsud to 
boast oi tiie goodly structure even of true rdi^on; t» 
solicit the attention of mankind to its attraetive coknas 
and just prc^rtions. 

Again; many c^ those who are i|ot entirely destitulB 
of reli^us impressions, shrink from a candid profei- 
aon €l[ their faith in Christ, and tove oi his refipoB, 
from an unreasonaUe fear of smgubrity. Mankind ia 
general are devoted to the business of this life, wUk 
the great concerns of eternity are neglected or for- 
gotten. Whithersoever we turn our view, to radce 
provision for the flesh, in order to fulfil the lusts dler^ 
of, seems to be the chief incentive to all human though! 
and industry: one is going to his farm, and another tt> 
his merchandise, and the world and the things ci it 
engage thek whole affection. These are the commoD 
subjects of conversation in almost every company* 
. Professing Christians, instead of building each odier 
up in our most holy faith ; instead of mutual exhoitB* 
tion to love and to good works, spend too much of the 
precious time which might be devoted to religious im- 
provement (like the inhabitants of ancient Athens) m 
nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new 
thing. . Religion is an antiquated subject, whidi has 
no novelty for the curious, no amusement for tfie gay 
and profligate, no offers oi honour to the ambitibus, no 
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subtile schemes by which the lave of money may be 
gratified: hence, it isiCKploded with too evident marks 
<if disreq)ect. To expose the strong current of cus* 
torn, requires equal fortitude and -discretion. We 
decline the offensive appearance of smgularity, in 
^ipenly advocating the cause of religion, amidst a host 
<xf lukewarm friends, or avowed adversaries. We 
seek honour one of another, b^ disrq;ard the true 
iionour which cometh from God 6nly« We fear thosr 
'who can kill the body, and after that have no more 
that they can do ; but we fear not him who can .de- 
stroy both body and soul in hell. We are ashamed cf 
toeing singularly pious, in opposition to the fashions of 
a wicked wwld; but we think not how great will be 
our abaslimcnt and remorse, when the Scni of man is 
.ashamed of us before the assennbled universe ci intd- 
l^nt beings. 

Those whom I have hitherto menticmed as charges- 
able witli the fault condemned in the words of the text, 
are not entirely uninfluenced by religious sentiments ; 
4iut, the good inclinations of the heart are not dis^yed 
vith sufficient alacrity and zeid m their words and 
actions. There is another dass of much more despe- 
?iate offenders ; men who are determined to work all 
manner of wickedness with greediness, and therefore 
wish to throw off all the restraints of religioo. These 
seem to be given up to a hardened heart of unbdidf. 
They not only refuse ^to acknowledge Christ as ibc 
Redeemer of sinners, and the Lord of all power and 
might, but they vilify him as a base impostor: his 
person they treat with contempt, and lus words are 
represented as idle tales. They refuse to weigh the 
aisuments that are adduced in support of the veracity 
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of the blessedXjospd. They either hear not at all, 
or, if they listen, it is under the influence of invincible 
prejudice, l^ey themsdves know nothing of th^ 
comforts of reli^on, and they take .a cruel del^bt in 
depriving others of this heavenly eonsobtion. They 
even wisb to banish tiie remembrance of tfie name of 
Jesus from the face 6[ the earth-^-that sacred name at 
<«i^hich the whde Uiteffigent creaticxi is comnvBided to 
bow in token of iiHvard reverence— that na^ie of wonder 
and of love, the very mention of which may weH cause 
the hearts of guilty mortals to exult with songs of 
thaid[Sgivii^ and praise. Unhappy men! how vain 
are their eflbrts to destroy that goodly fiibrick which is 
fiminded on ifae rock of ages! How destitute is even 
their present condition, of soni^ of the sweetest ccmi- 
forts which msm can ei^oy on earth J What horrible 
consternation, wh^t inezpres^ble wretchedness wiD 
oven;dielm them at that awful moment, ^^ when die 
'< Lord Jesus shsdl be revealed from heaven, with his 
** m^hty wgels, m flaming fire, taking voigeance oa 
<< them that know not God, and that obey not the 
** Gospd of otur Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be 
«'< punbhed with everlasting destruction from the pre- 
^^ sence of the Lord, and from die glory of his power; 
** when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and 
<< to be admired in all them that believe." That we, 
my brethren, may be numbered among these happjr 
daints; that we may be prq)ared to participate in tUs 
^ory and admiraticxi, let nothing ever induce us to 
be ashamed c^ our only Lcxd and best Friend — neither 
the fear of the scofes of these last dajrs, nor the appie- 
lien^on of being called vain pretenders to goodness 
Ifhicbwe do not possess, nor the dread of singuho^ 
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jn opposing the unreasonable customs of a thoughtless 
worid : and, above all, let us guard against that evil 
heart of unbelief, the direct tendency of which is to 
destroy the present peace and order oT mankind, and 
to throw a gloomy cloud ov£r their brightest prospects 
. of futurity. 

If this be your pious determination, let me entreat 
you to proceed one step farther, and consider what ia 
impUisd in our not being ashamed of Christ and hb 
holy words, before a sinful generation* It implies, 
that we not only ei^tertain a sound belief of all the 
essential arddes of owe religion; but, that we be 
ready on every proper occasion to confess that holy 
name by which we are called. With the heart we 
believe unto righteousness, and with the mouth con- 
fes^on must be made unto salvation. It implies, that 
we ^ impressed with a deep sense of oiur unworthiness 
and guilt, and are therefore inclined to acknowledge 
the necessity of a Mediator: that we be willing to 
receive Jesus Christ in all the offices which he sustains, 
in the great work of man's redemption ; as our Pro- 
phet to instruct, our Priest to make atonement for, 
and our King to rule his Church: that we be con- 
scious of the very limited nature of our own under- 
gtandii^, and therefore ready to yield a hear^ assent 
to those mystprious doctrines of Christianity which 
depend upon the veracity of him who knoweth all 
-'tilings, and who cannot deceive : that we pay a due 
respect to every thing that relates to him — to his word, 
his sacraments, his ministers, the poorest members of 
"fcb m3rstical body the Church, and even the houses 
Aat are dedicated to the worship of his sacred name. 
He is Christy anointed with the oil of gladness for the 
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fiidity to support the one^ and defend the cAtri 
When our friend b basking in the sunshine of weqhh 
and prosperiQr, it is not so meritorious to adhere tDl^iin 
with uiffihaken fidehty. But, when, his repuiadoQ is 
unjustly traduced, when he anks into poverty and 
other temporal misfortunes^ then to preserve an in- 
violable attachment, bespeaks a pix^>er sense of dutjr^ 
and discloses a truly noUe spirits Let our zeal and 
activity in nrnitaining the cause of our Lord^ kioease 
in proportion to the violence of the assaults which are 
made by Arians and Sdcinians, by the whole host of 
unbelieving and vicious men, to exterminate Chrisll' 
ani^ from the face of the earths 

Should we prove so base and ut^;tate(ul, as lo violatd 
all our sacred engagements, and desert die service of 
our rightful Lord} let us thbk in time what will be 
the fatal ccmsequences. He will hereafter appear in 
all the splendours of celestial majesty. He will be 
attended by innumerable hosts of angels. Before him 
will be collected all the nations of the earth. And 
are we so lost to every sense of true dignity, as to 
entertsun no wish of being distinguished before this 
august assembly ? Can we endure the dreadful apfune- 
hension of being spumed with contempt fix>m his 
presence, where alone there is fulness of joy? His 
loving-kindness b better than life, but hb displeasure 
is death to every reasonable expectation of happiness. 
If it be grateful to be distingubhed by the honourable 
and powerful men of the earth ; shall we not be solicit- 
ous to obtain his favour, who is the blessed and only 
Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords ? If 
it be pleasing to receive the applauses of the wise; 
how can we sufficiently prize lus commendatbn, idio 
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is tiie %ht of the worid; the reiy wisdom of God? 
IF it be exceedin^y painful to every ingenuous mind, 
to cause a worthy friend to blush for our indecent 
deportment; how can we be so insensible as to render 
Christ ashamed of us, whose love to mankind was 
stronger than death ; whose (pinions are always guided 
by truth; whose friendship is of more value, than that 
of all the wise and the good men upon earth ? 

Let u$y then, my brediren, whatever may be the 
determination c^ others, resolve, with pious Joshua; to 
serve the Lord. Let us testify our regard for him in 
cKrery way by which gratitude can be exinessed to a 
benefactor, affection to a sincere friend, or obedience 
to a righteous Sovereign. Let magistrates counte- 
nance Christianity as the surest support of peace and 
good order in civil socie^. Let those who st^ in 
the inferior ranks of the community, show that they 
Wish to promote the general wel&re by ^ steady ad« 
herence to the laws of virtue and pietf* Let the 
ministdrs of religion imitate St. Paulas example, and 
Hot be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, knowing that 
k is the power of God unto salvation, although 
some of its doctrines be mysterious, and the whole 
scheme directly tend t6 humble the pride of &llen 
man. Let the peofde express their regard for this 
heavenly system, by devout attention to all its ordinan* 
ces ; by speaking often one to another on this suUime 
and consoling subject; being assured, that the Lord 
will hear ; that a book of remembrance will be written 
before him for diem that fear the Lord, and that think 
fiequendy upon hb holy name. Let us all be heartily 
convinced, and let us act under that conviction, that 
if Christ, when he comes to judgment, shall have 
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jon to the attention of his royal master ; but, for htm- 
self J modestly declines the proferred kindness. So M 
asdpty andrespectrequired,he wasready togo; but, 
tbe world and its enjoyments were, to him, mattos of 
fittle worth and significance-*-?^* Thy servant wiU go a 
<* little way over Jordan with the lang; and then, kt 
^< thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, that I may 
'f die in mine own dty, and be buried by die grave of 
*< my &ther and my mother." His request was com- 
plied witl^ and be was ^missed with the strongest 
testimonies of gratitude and respect; ** for die kii^ 
<< kissed Bansillai, and blessed 1^; and he returned 
^^ unto his own place.'' 

The most effectual mode of ccmveying iidjgious 
instructicm is, by proposing examples drawn firom real 
fife. In this way, moral characters may be d^nealed 
with the utmost accuracy, the spnngs of fiuman acdoa 
may be cleaarly unfo|bded, and all the secret wmdings of 
the heart discovered and traced. Virtue and vice, in 
this manner, seem to be brought nearer to our view; 
and firom a more distinct prospect of the beauty of 
the one, and defoi^nity of the other, our love and 
abhorrence are ixx)pordonably increased. Although 
Jesus Christ has afforded a spotless example, by con- 
templating which, the Chri^ian's emulation may be 
continually excited ; we are, nevertheless, commanded, 
in general terms—" To be foUawers of all those who 
^^ through &ith and patience inherit the promises." 
The only-b^;otten Son of God was a personage of a 
very superior nature; favoured with extraordinary 
commmiications from the great source of all perfec- 
tion; entirely without sin, and full of grace and truth. 
Since the example which be has left us can. never be 
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oompleteljr imitated by any imperfect mortal, we are 
too apt to invent excuses for our voluntary defects ; 
and, instead of aq>iring to the nearest resemblance, sit 
-down contented with an inferior degree of virtue: 
what ought to be a reason for an unremitting progres- 
si(m in all goodness, is made ail argument for our 
stopping in the midst of our career. But when we see 
perscxis in the ordinary situations of human life, who 
are blessed with no superior advantages, either of 
native excellence or adventitious instruction, by the 
mere force' of incessapt application, rising to eminence 
in wisdom and virtue; every excuse is obviated ; our 
deficiencies stand justly condemned ; for it b evident 
that our inferiority proceeds firom wilful negligence, 
and not unavcndable neces^ty. Long before the Sun 
of righteousness arose upon mankind ; b^ore the way, 
the tnith, and the life, were clearly revealed ; under 
the obscure and imperfect institution of Moses^ many 
instances of piety and charity were exhibited, which 
may cause us to blush who enjoy the superior privi- 
leges conveyed by the glorious Gospel. Of several of 
these characters, St P^ul has made honourable men- 
tion in his Epistle to the Hebrews. That of the good 
old Barzillai is, indeed, omitted. It is, nevertheless, 
worthy of attention, and deserves higher commendation 
than it has commonly received. To set this amiable 
character in such a point of light, as to attract your 
esteem and engage your imitation, shall be my endea- 
vour in the following discourse. 

Andy in the execution of what is here proposed, I 
sliall comply with the immediate requi^tions of our 
Church, who, on this day, recommends the duty of 
brotherly lave to our particular regard. After having 
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adulation. But, when the same person vms reduced 
to distress, and W'as wandering in want of all tfaii^ in 
the wilderness of Mahanaim, he Aen steps forth to 
distinguish himself by providing sustenance for DaTid^ 
while he lay in that destitute and perilous conditioiL 

The wcx-ld is commonly inclined to give, only to 
those who can give as much again. When Job 
wanted the consolations of friendship to alleviate his 
complicated distresses, his friends had either entirely 
deserted him, or, if they drew near, it was cMily to 
aggravate his calamities by their unjust refuxiadies. 
But, we are informed — ^^ When the Lord turned the 
*' captivity of Job, and blessed his latter end more than 
^* his beginning ; then came there unto him all his 
*' brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had 
^* been of his acquamtance before, and did eat bread 
"^^ with him in his house : and they bemoaned lum, 
*^ and comforted him over all the evil that the Lord 
*^ had brought upon him. Every man also gave him 
'• a piece of mone}", and every one an ear-ring of 
•* gold." When he wanted no pity ^ they were ready 
to bemoan him* When his sorrows were dis^pated^ 
they came to comfort him. When his wealth was 
restored, they offered him money. Actuated by inter- 
ested motives alone, they did eat bread with him, only 
because his board could now be abundantly furnished; 
and they zealously offer him all kinds of assistance, 
only because he had fourteen thousand sheep, and ^ 
thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen. Such 
is the selfishness, the obduracy, and base ingratitude 
too often to be met with on this busy stage of human 
affairs ! Let a bare representation of such unworthy 
deportment excite your abhorrence. Let the words of 
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<|onsdadon flow, and the act of benevolence be dis- 
played at the moment when they will do most good to 
others^ and not when it is supposed they will be most 
productive of temporal advantage to ourselves. Is thy 
friend unjustly censured? Vindicate him. Is he poor? 
Assist him. Is he sorrowful? Endeavour to console 
him. Let the stream of benevolence be conducted 
through the dry and parched ground; .the verdant 
meadow wants no extraordinary assistance. This senti- 
ment b thus forcibly expressed in the figurative lan- 
guage of our divine Teacher — ^^ When thou makest a 
<^ dinner or a supper, call not thy kinsmen, nor thy 
'^ rich neighbours ; lest they also bid thee again, and a 
'^ recompense be made thee. But when thou makest 
<< a feast, call the poor, the mmmed, the lame, the 
*' blind ; and thou shalt be blessed, icfc they cannot 
^^ recompense thee : for thou shalt be recompensed at 
** the resurrection of the just." By such liberal and 
exalted motives was . Barzillai actuated ; and as the 
example is rare, it ought to be the more highly com^ 
mended. 

2dly. The next thing which deserves our attention, 
in this amiable character, b his indifierenct to the vain 
amusements and fleeting gratifications of the world. He 
discloses the prevailing sentiments of his heart in this 
pathetic and very impressive language — ^' I am this 
*** day fourscore years old; and can I discern between 
^* good and evil ? Can thy servant taste what I eat, 
^* or what I drink ? Can I hear any more the voice 

of sin^g-men or singmg- women? Wherefore, then, 

should thy servant be yet a burden unto my Lord 
« the King?" 

The sensualist will petulantly observe—" Well may 
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*^ he dispaiBge pleasures of tlus sort, when the infir- 
<< mities of oM age have &us overwhehned him. No 
^< wonder, that he sighs for calmness s«d retkemeot, ^ 
^< when the senses have thus become didl, and when 
«< ^very power of lifer sbA enjoyment b almost endnly 
*^ exhausted." But, do we never see the frivokMB 
amusements and heedless dissipation wluch are most 
prevalent in youih^ struggling hard to retain their 
infiuence even in die decrepitude of age? Do we 
never see the old fondly cherishing didr early habits; 
sometimes amassing wealth till they stumble into die 
grave; sometimes indecently attempting with trem- 
bling hands to crown thdr hoary heads with die 
garlands of boisterous festivity, quite insensible to 
tfie many warnings which nature has aflbrded diem of 
(he brevity of human life, and of the necessity c^ retire- | 
, ing in time, and with becoming ttignity, fix)m the Gui- 
tastic chace of earthly pleasure? If this be too often 
the case, let us not hesitate to 'hold up in the most 
favourable point of view, the deportment of the vene- 
rable friend of David. The historian informs us, that 
he was a very great man. His wealth veas not col- 
lected merely for the satisfaction of adding store to 
store ; but, for the purpose of divine benev<^ence. It 
was not the pool of stagnated waters, but the flowing 
stream which refreshed and fertilized all the neighbour- 
ing country. It was used as the instrument to pro- 
cure rational entertainment, and not dissipated in riot 
and debauchery, disgraceful in all, but in the aged 
peculiarly disgusting. He wa& just retiring firom the 
world, and he murmurs not that the moment of depar- 
ture is at hand ; for he is prepared to retreat with <fig- 
nity, and can then rest in peace* Let the young look 
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forward, in tune, to this interesting period of human 
lifiew Let them remember, that a virtuous youth is the 
tiest mode of providing relief kx the infirmities of olfi 
age ; and that nvhetber our continuance here be of a 
kxiger or shorter date, to learn to die well is the great 
business of man. Let the woixls of the wise king of 
Israd sink deep into their hearts — ^' Truly, the light i^ 
^ sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to bdK)!^ 
^< the Sim. But if a man live many years, and rejoice 
^^ in them all ; yet, let lum remember the days of dark- 
*^ ness, for they diall be many— all that coroieth is 
^< vanity. Rejdce, O young man, in thy y^mth ; and 
'^ let thy heart cheer thee in ^ d^s of thy youth; 
<< and walk in the ways of thy heat, an4 in the sight of 
^^ thme eyes: bttt know thou, that for all these tUbgs 
^< God will brkig thee into jui^^ent." 

Sdly^ We may observe, that .amidst alt the infir- 
mities to which our mortal bodies are subject^ tiie 
afiecdons of tlie soul may remain vigorous a»d unim- 
piured. For hUnself^ Barzillai expressed no concern ; 
but, at the same time, testified a becoming solicitude 
for the wdfiure of his son. The wise man hath ob- 
served—^' That love is strong as death: the coah 
^ thereof are cosds of fire, which hath a most vehement 
<< flame. Many waters cannot quench it, nddier can 
<^ the floods drown it.'' The love of parents for their 
o&pring is a natural passion, emitting, indeed, a most 
vehement flame, not to be quenched by floods of care 
and psun, nor drowned in the deep gulf of mortali^ 
and death. When God would express bis loving- 
kindness to man in the most emphatical manner, he 
em]^oys such allusions as these-—^* L&e as a father 
*^ pitietb his own children, evoi so is the Lord merciful 




t 



300 On the Character ofBofxiUoL Sermon 26. 

'< unto them that fear him. Can a wcmian forget her 
<^ sucking child, that she should not have compassion 
" on the son of her womb ? Yea, thqr may forget, 
^^ yet will I not forget thee." If this be a pas^on so 
predominant in the human breast, I shall not suppose 
that there b a parent present, who can do so much 
violence to the dictates of nature, as not to imitate the 
example of Barzillai, and express, on every proper 
occasion, a deep concern for the future welfare of hb 
child. How odious in the sight of God must those 
persons be, who counteract these native propensities of 
their hearts; bringing children into the workl, and 
then leaving them, like the ostrich in the wilderness, 
to shift for then^sdves; not only neglecting their edu- 
cation, but corrupting their tender hearts by the most 
pernicious of all bad examples, even that of a profligate 
parent ! Such persons are enemies to their present 
comfcnt, as well as future felicity. Amidst the pains 
and hifirmities of old age, when the silver cord of life 
is just ready to be broken ; what a strong support, 
what a copious source of consolation must it be, to 
behold children flourishing in temperance, industiy, 
wisdom, and piety ; to recollect, that by parental in- 
struction and example they have been trained up to 
these virtues ; and that thus a foundation has been laid 
for their well-being through a blessed eternity ! For, 
in the indulgence of natural aflfection, let it ever be 
impressed upon the minds of parents, that their chil- 
dren are destined for immortality. If for the advance- 
ment of iheir temporal wdfare, you will submit to rise 
early, and late take rest, and eat the bread of careful- 
ness; surely, you ought to be equally solicitous to 
provide for them sin everlasting good, by bringing 
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them up in die nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
It is necessary to enjoin this great duty with peculiar 
earnestness, at a season when licentious principles of 
every sort are so industriously propagated. First im- 
presaons are not easily erased. Much of the future 
happiness and utility of life depends upon the good 
diction which is given to the youthful mind. Let 
the ground be occupied by salutary plants ; for, other- 
wise it will most assuredly be overrun with noxious 
weeds. Let the heart be guarded against the inroads 
of infidelity and vice, by instilling good principles, and 
forming early habits of virtue and piety. 

The last observation which I shall make, on the 
subject now before us, is this; nothing can show the 
social inclinations of the human heart in a stronger 
point of light, than that desire of mingling even our 
ashes with those of persons whom, when living, we 
loved and respected. "Let thy servant," says old 
Barzillai, " let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, 
** that I may die in mine own city, and be buried by 
" the grave of my &ther and of my mother." And 
let tMs social disposition be indulged ; for the benevo- 
lence of the good man's soul will find objects upon 
which to exercise itself to all eternity. When wc 
ccMi^der death not as the total dissolution of out 
nature, but only as a translation to a new state of ex- 
istence, what an animating and glorious prospect opens 
before us^-the prospect of admission into the society 
of all the wise and good of all preceding ages ! It was 
^s expectation which, on the near approach of death, 
iiheered the hearts of many wise and good men even in 
the heathen world. " O happy day," exclaims the 
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Roman orator and philosophar, ^ when I shall aoKpt 
<< from the turbulence and pdlutions of ttm woM^ 
^* and go to that divine assembly of the qmits of good 
<< men !" And shall not the Christian^ to vi^iomlifeand 
immotality have been brought to fight, be animatfd 
by views equally noble and exalted? Let the dfaci- 
pies of Jesus Christ love and practise thrir ic%iaD in 
truth and sincerity, and they will, ere kmg, be removed 
to a dignified society in the r^ions of perfect bfissr-* 
to the glorious company of the apostles, the gooctty 
fellowship of the prophets,- and the noUe army of 
martyrs; to a more intimate commomon whh Jesitt 
die Mediator of the new covenant, and to a nearer view 
of the glory of God the Judge of alL Let these ex- 
pectations lead us to holiness in aU manner of coDve^ 
sation : let them prompt all those who are ChristiaQfr 
by profession, to cherish the same hope of tineir 
heavenly calling; to hold the &ith in unity of sfkk^ 
and in die bond of peace ; so that they may be qualified 
for admis^on into those blessed man»ona, whei!e love^ 
joy, and peace, will reign without interruption for 
ever. 

The observations which have now been made^ 
naturally suggest, in the conclusicui, a few words cf 
affectionate exhortation. 

From every example reconkd in sacred history, let 
us draw some lesson of useful instruction: let us read 
with a constant a]^cation to oursdves^-to- our own 
di^)oations and circumstances in life. Let the com- 
mon infirmities of human nature, which are lliare 
pourtrayed, lead us to deplore tfie general depravky of 
mankind. Let the virtues which are tiiere recom- 
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mended, kindle in our bosoms a flame of emulation; 
and let the vices which are there exposed, warn us d£ 
die dangers that we ought to shun. 

To cheer the barren wildemess through which we 
are Aow passing, let our heart be a fountain of benevo- 
lence, copious and pure, ready to overflow in eveiy 
direction to sdl who stand in need of refreshment — ^to 
fiiends, and children, and dependents of every descrip- 
tion; comforting the living, and cherishing a grateful 
remembrance of tiie "dead. 

Lict us not, in our daily intlbrcourse with mankind, 
assiduously court and flatter die prosperous, and basely 
desert the unfortunate; but let our kind attentions be 
chiefly directed to that quarter, where they will be 
received widi most gratitude, and be productive of 
most advantage. And, m our religious ptirsuits, let 
OS be ever ready to take up the cross and follow our 
Master. Whether he lead us to mount Tabor, the 
scene of his glorious tansfiguration ; or to Calvaiy^ 
tile place d[ his ignominious crucifixion ; infinite wis- 
dom and mercy will make all things work together 
foe good to those who love and obey him. 

To facilitate the work of heavenly benevolence; 
that we may be enabled, by the help of divine grace, 
to please God by keeping his commandments, let us 
studiously moderate our attachment to this wicked 
world and its seducing enjoyments. If the silver cord 
of life be not prematurely broken by some unexpected 
accident or violent disease ; in the common course of 
nature, the evil days ai^ fast approaching, when the 
world will lose its fascinating charm. When the sweetest 
notes of harmony will no longer afford delight — ^we shall 
hear no more the voice of singmg-men and singing- 
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women : when the choicest luxuries will become insipid 
— we shall taste no more what we eat, or what we drinL 
And how completely wretched must be the condition 
of that man who has acquired no relish for spiritual 
enjoyments, when the earth, with all its delusive plea* 
sures, is just ready to forsake him ; who bus made no 
provision for futurity, although he be now just launch- 
ing forth into an awful eternity ! 

Let us maintain the communion qfsamtSj in the full 
extent of the meaning of that expres^on. With re- 
spect to one part of the Church of Christ, they have 
passed the dreary valley of the shadow of death ; th^ 
trials are over; they have entered into their rest. Let 
our hopes ascend* Let our affections be frequently 
wafted towards those who have died in the Loid, and 
have received the end of their faith. Let us so follow 
their good examples, that with them, we may be par- 
takers of the heavenly kingdom. Let the pious dis- 
positions of our souls be habitually breathed forth k 
tiie fervent aspirations of the devout Psalmist — '^ My 
" soul hath a longing desire to enter into the courts of 
<* the living God : when shall I come and appear 
" before him!" 




SERMON XXVII- 



On the Exakatian of Otrist. 



PSALM ex. 1. 

The Lord said imto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, until I 

make thine enemies thy footstool. 

jLHOUGH Christ b said to have brou^t life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel ; and by the 
miracles which he wrought during his abode on eartli, 
and other concurring circumstances, demonstrated him- 
self to be the Son of God with power ; yet we find, 
that the glory of the Messiah was, in some degree, 
manifested to the fathdrs, before he took our nature 
upon lum, and came and dwelt among us. Several of 
the prophets appear to have entertained clear and 
strong conceptions of his excellent majei^ty and great- 
ness. But vaoct especially Isaiah^ who represents his 
humiliation on earth in very tender and pathetic strains; 
and also displa}rs great elegance and enei^y of lan- 
guage in describing the splendours of his eternal 
kingdom. *^ His name shall be called Wonderful^ 
<« Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 
** the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his govem- 
'< ment there shall be no end, up<Hi the thcvne of 
Vol. II. 39 
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'« David, to order, and to establish it whb judgment, 
<* and with justice for even" It is true, diese q>lend]d 
descriptions of the Messiah were misunderstood bjr 
the people in general, who from thence were kd to 
ei^pect a mighty Conqueror to rescue them from die 
power of their temporal enemies who, at the dme of 
Christ's coming, tyrannized over them<» The Pharisees, 
the most learned of the Jewish doctors, seem to have 
laboured under the same mistake. Our Saviour, in 
one of . his discourses^ to prove his divine missiooi 
quotes the words of the text — ^^ Jesus asked them, 
** saying. What diink ye of Christ? Whose Son is 
''he? Thcysay unto him, The Son of David. He 
^ saith unto dieai^ How then dotb I^vid in spirit caD 
** hiok Lord; saying. The Liord said unto my Lord, 
*^ Sit thou on my right hand, until I make tiune 
^* enemies thy footstool? If David then call him 
'^ Lardy how is he his Son?^ The Pharisees were not 
able to resolve the question. But the more enlightened 
Christian may answer—-^' Clirist is the Lcrd, even of 
^^ David hunself, being God over all blessed for eve^ 
*^ more;'' and yet, in his human nature^ which was 
united with the divine^ he is David's Son^ descended 
from Aiifs, and bom in the same tribe, tbe tribe ef 
Judali. 

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, maintain- 
ing the superioriQr of Christ above all created beii^ 
even the most ei^ted angels in glory, introduces Ae 
text to corroborate his aorguroent ; ^^ But to which of the 
*^ angels said he at any time. Sit on my right hand, 
<' until I make thine enemies thy footstool ?" The 
use, therefore, which I shdl make of these words, wffl 
.|>e.t9 show, in what manner Qturist is exalted to be 
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Head, over all tlungs to his Church; and who those 
enemies are that must be subdued beneath his feet. 

He is said to be seated at the right hand of God; by 
which we are to understand the great degree of power 
to which he is exalted. Thus he himsdf asserts—^ 
*< Hereafter shall the Soo of man ^t on the ri^t hand 
^ of the power of God." Jesus, who was bom in the 
weakness of our humanilj/ and while a child, was 
obedient to earthly parents — who patiendy endured the 
severest pains and indignities whidi the malevolence of 
man could inflict — ^^ This same person, we are assure^ 
^' is now exalted to the right hand of the Majesty on 
'< high, having all power in heaven and in earA com- 
^* mitted to his hands." 

By this expres^on we are also to understand, diat 
Christ is advanced to superior honour^ correspcMident 
to his gre^t power. We read in the book of Kings— 
^' That when Bathsheba went to make a request of her 
*^ son $olonK)n, the king rose up to meet her, and 
^* bowed himself unto her, and sat down on his throne; 
<^ and caused a seatto be set for the king's mother, and 
<< she sat on his right hand?^ Thus Godt though he 
b a Spirit, and hath no body, nor parts of a body, in 
condescension to our weak apprdien^ons, is repre- 
sented as seating his Son there. Though he took 
upon himself the form of a servant, and descended to 
the most humble offices of humanity ; yet we see 
Jesus, who, in his human nature, was made a little 
lower |han the angels, crowned with glory and honour 
—exalted above every name that is named; that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow. 

But further ; we are informed — ^^ That in the pre- 
<( sence of God there is fulness of joy, and at his right 
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<' fiand there are pleasures fw evemiOTe.'' Now this 
may b -aid to be the seat of Christ, as he is raised to 
a siaie uf the most perfect febcity, the reward of bis 
siilt^i-ings on earth. Thus stuated, he is the chaonel 
tlirough which the bounties of heaven are ccHiveyedto 
men below. As we are taught — ** That evcrjr good 
" and perfect ^ which comes from the Fadio- of 
'< lights, comes to us duough the mediation of his Son 
" Jesus Christ." 

Elevated as he now is to the summit of power, 
honour, and felicity, let iis rest assured, that the woids 
of the text will be verified in our blessed Loid and 
Saviour; and that every enemy will be made hit 
fiotstool, who denies his autbori^, or refuses liis do> 
minicHi. 

Thb exprcs^on, His enemies shall be made his fiu- 
atool, alludes to the custom of eastern conquenx^, vvbo, 
in order to show the abject condition to which thdr 
captives were reduced, placed their feet upon their 
necks. Thus we find that Joshua, after his conquest 
** of the five kings of the Amorites, called for all the 
" men of Israel, and said unto the captains of the mea 
« of War, Come near, and put your feet upon the necks 
" t£ these kings; and they came near, and put thar 
« feet upon them." 

It is true, the enemies of our blessed Lord, and d 
his holy religion, are not always punished in this wcvld, 
according to their deserts. But yet, as righteousiess 
necessarily ex^teth a natioi ; and ^, in the cammon 
course of things, must eventually be the disgrace aod 
ruin d'any people; so it has sometimes happened, d»t 
God has made bare his arm to inflict upon hia foes m 
tmmediate punislimem, in a more ofien and ejttracr' 
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dinaiy manner. For the truth of this assenion, we 
need only have recourse to the history of the Jews. 
They were our Saviour's first and most implacable 
enemies. They treated his person, his disciples, and 
his doctrine, with the utmost indignity and contempt. 
And as they were eminently obstinate and perverse, 
so were they chastised with peculiar severity. When 
our Saviour foretdd the destruction of the temple 
and city . of Jerusalem, he declared — ^^ That then 
** should be great tribulation, such as was not from the 
'< be^nning of the world to that time"; no, nor eve;r 
^ shall be.'' That this prophecy was exactly fulfilled, 
an historian cS thdr own hsis fully informed us. The 
page of history does not furnish us with an account of 
more complicated, or more severe calamities, than 
those which overwhelmed this stubborn and rebellious 
people. WUhouty a conquering enemy, like a devour- 
ing flame, spread desolation over the face of a country, 
which before had flowed with milk and hcxiey. With- 
in die walls of Jerusalem, as if a foreign foe was not 
the cause of suflicient distress, civil &ction, tumult, 

> and confusion universally prevailed. Brother was 
armed against brother, and the most pressing famine 
preyed upon them alL When they were, at length, 
.brought into a state of captivity, thousands were even 
Ihen destroyed, while the survivors were dispersed as 
slaves into every quarter of the earth* And to this day 
they remain a standing monument of the truth of our 

r Lord's predictbns, and the power of God's avenging 

L justice. 

\, But as the kingdom of Christ is said to be not of 

■ iUm worUf die enemaes over whom he is chiefly to ex- 
hb power, are of a sfiiritual^ and not a temporal 
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nature. Immediately upon the fail of our first parents, 
it was proHUsed — ^* The seed of the woman shall 
<^ bruise the serpent's head^' — sigmfying that, in due 
time, a person was to be bom among men, to subdue 
the power of tliat evil spirit who had seduoed Adam 
and Eve into disobedience to the command of God. 
This promise, without doubt, must have ^Tcn hope 
and encouragement to tlie ancient patriarchs ; till the 
prophets more explicitly declared the nature of his 
office, and tlie season of his coming. But wbeu the 
fulness of time was come, and God sent forth his S(»i, 
made of a woman, then did the power of Satan receive 
the blow that had been predicted. By the purity and 
plainness of his doctrines, he dispelled the cloud of 
error which involved the world — by the perfect holiness 
of his life, he paid* that complete obedience which the 
law demanded — by his sufferings and death, he made 
an atonement to the divine Justice for the guilt of men 
•—and by his ascension into heaven, he is become our 
Intercessor; so that our prayers may be accepted; 
grace may be obtained to help in every time of need ; 
to conquer the depravities of our nature ; to sanctify us 
in body and spirit; and make us fit for the enjoy- 
ment of heavenly happiness. 

For another enemy that must be brought to bow 
before the authority of Christ, is sin^ the work of the 
devil, who was at first the author, and is now the en- 
courager of it. Imperfection will doubtless cleave to 
the best of men ; but, although sin niay not be entirely 
subdued, it b the prevailing bent and inclination of 
their hearts, to bring it more and more into subjection 
— to be more holy — ^more assimilated to the moral 
perfections of the Deity. Nor b it an arbitrary appoint- 
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ment of our Maker, that without holiness no man can 
see the Lord. Light and darkness, things of directly 
contrary quaHties, can never meet in amicable unity. 
If the habits whfeh we have contracted here, are to 
remain With us hereafter, where shall polluted iniquity 
appear? for into heaven no unclean thing can enter. 
Whither shall the biasf^mer of God's name, and the 
denser of lus warship go? for in heaven it is one of 
ihc employments of the happy inhabitants to praise 
and magnUy his name for ever. 

As by many through the suggestv^ns of Satan, sin 
was introduced into this our world^; so by sin came 
death. But as in Adam all died, so in Christ shall idl 
be made alive. In the sincere and humble Christian, 
the sting of death is already taken away. He contem- 
plates his latter end without any alarming apprehen- 
sions ; and sometimes can even rejcMce at the prospect 
of putting off this mortal, that he may gtun immortality. 
The just and the unjust pay alike the debt of nature, 
and sink together in the grave; but at the hst day, 
when the trump of God shall sound, then shall they 
who sleep in the dust come forth ; and, as St. Paul has 
said, the last enemyy which is deatlfj be for ever 
destroyed. We shall all stand before the judgment- 
seat of God, and then shall be brought to pass the say- 
ing which is written. Death is swallowed up in victory ! 
Oh death ! where is thy sting ? Oh grave ! where is 
tlty victory ? The wicked shall go away into everlast- 
Hig misery. The righteous will shine forth as the 
tftormng, and live and rejoice for ever — ^placed in a 
tslate as permanent as it is delightful, where Satan can 
no longer assault them, nor sin distress them, nor 
4eaA put a period to their joys. 
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When we reflect upon this wonderful woik of r^ 
demption through Jesus Christ, we must be struck 
with reverence and astonishment What could be 
better suited to the state of weak and depraved mor- 
tals ? In your endeavours to attain salvation, he is aB 
that you want. For your ignorance, there b a wise 
Instructor ; for your weakness, there is a m^tjr Con- 
queror; for your sbs, there is a merciful Intercessor. 
He is appointed the Head over all things for his 
Church. But always remember, that it would be the 
Ughest absurdity to call yourselves members of his 
mystical body, while by sin you separate yourselves 
from the Head ; or subjects of his s{nritual kingdom, 
while you are aiding the deigns pf those, who oppose 
ids power, and wish to prevent your happiness. At 
your baptism you were engaged ** to fight manfully 
^* under the banner of Chrbt, against «n, the woild, 
<* and the devil ; and to continue his faithful soldiers 
« and servants, to the end of your lives." And it is 
only while you are endeavouring to fulfil these pro- 
imses, that you have a right to claim his assistance and 
protection. 

Many are the difficulties witii which the Christian b 
compelled to struggle, and the enemies are not weak 
whom he is doomed to encounter. But if we have a 
Lord and Saviour exalted to the right hand of God, and 
clothed with irresistible power, of whom should we 
be afield ? However tiybg may be our distresses— 
however sharp may be our conflicts, we are assuitd, 
that we may come off more than conquerors, throiigb 
him that loveth us. And let this consideration pron^ 
us, at all times, to be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might — ^to go on from strength to strength^ 
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tin we are translated firom thb state of su&ring, to a 
kingdom of glory. 

When the disciples JKgan to propagati the Oospd 
Arough the earth, they were tireated with scorn merely 
OD account of their profession— the name of Christian 
was deemed ignominious. But, notwithstanding this 
was their unhappy condition, as th6y had seen their 
Lord and Master pa^ through reviling and contempt^ 
rise from the grave, and go up into heaven with great 
(xnnp and glory; the expectation cS becoming par- 
takers in this glory, had a powetf ul influence in support- 
ing them under all the disgraces and reproaches which 
the world threw upon them. Let the same motives 
animate us. What though the lowly Christian may 
descend to many offices of kindness^ which foolish 
|)ride will not submit to : what tiiough he may pass 
ftrough the vale of life, depressed by poverty, unknown 
to the rich and flourishing) and desf^sed by the vain and 
2iisolent<-^in the last awfuf day, when all the superficial 
ornaments of life shall have fiillen off" for ever, then, if 
he is adorned with redgnation and piety, with meek- 
ness and charity^ among innumerable multitudes his 
Saviour will discover him^ and distinguish him with 
peculiar honours. It was to men of tiib sort that he 
once declared — " I go to prepare a place for you. 
*• Where I am, ye shall be also to behold my glory. 
^ The glory which my Father gave to me, will I also 
** give unto you.** 

And lastiy ; since our Locd is raised to a state, not 
only of power and glory, but also of perfect happiness; 
and since he has mvited all to come unto him, and he 
will give rest unto their s^uls ; let us not be so incon- 
siderate and stupid, as to disr^prd his invitation, and 
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reject the proffers of bliss. Sad experience teacher 
usy that here we must expect tribulation* Then let 
immortal cre§tures look forward, be oi good cheer, and 
prepare for joys that will never die nor decay! K 
your Saviour is so highly exalted^ learn to reverence 
ind adore him^ If his inecvrigible enemies have some- 
tknes been punished with great seventy ; be so sin- 
cerely interested in the prosperity of his hdy Churchy' 
^t you may not, by your iniquities, provoke him to 
remove our candlestick out of its place* If we must 
submit at last to the will of God, either in mercy or in^ 
wrath, let us begin at once to beseech him to work in^ 
us aU the good pleasure of his will. Ixi our present 
state of probation, God sends forth his rain, and pouis 
out numberless other blessings indiscriminately upoa 
the just and the unjust. But a time b fiist approsKdi- 
ing, when a terrible distinction will be made. <* Woe^ 
^ unto the wicked, for it shall be ill with him; for the 
*^ reward of his hands shall be given him. But say 
*< ye to the righteous, It shall be well with them, fbr 
•* they shall eat the fruit of their ddngs." While the 
wicked are dragged reluctantiy before the throne of 
their Judge ; and call to the mountsdns to eover them,; 
for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his Majesty ;^ 
the righteous shall approach with joy, and with s(Mig& 
of deliverance — for now the prize of their high calling, 
is at hand— now they obtain the end of their ^tb,- 
^en the salvation of their souls. 




SERMON XXVIII. 



Qn the Laws of God. 



PSALM cxk. 18. 

n thou mine eyes ; that I may see the wondrooi things of thy 

law. 



' b the intention of the royal Psdmist in this&psaim, 
et forth, by a rich varieQr of expression, the many 
client properties c^ the divine law. He declares 

it is applieable to nuuikind in all coiufitions of 
lan lifo-rthat it is good to -direct the erroneous, to 
iulate the indolent, to alarm die wicked, and to 
enrage the virtuous* But hpwever expressive his 
iiage may be, he neverthdess inmates that he 
lot thoroughly comprehend^ much less sufficiently 
3re, the wisdom of the DdQr in his dealii^ widi 
children of men. Impressed with a proper sense 
ie weakness of the human understanding, and con- 
us of the native reluctancy of the heart of man, 
n impelled to the knowledge and to the practipe of 
duty ; he calls upon God for divine illumination 

spiritual aid: panting for more comprehensive 
'E of truth, and for higher degrees of virtue, he 
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sends forth thb humble and earoest petidon-r-*' Open 
<* thou mine eyes; that I may see the wondrous. 
" things of thy law.'* 

The more we invest^te the works and ways of the 
Deity, the more sei>»ble shall we be, that we cwnot, 
by searching, find him out to perfection—that all 
things are constituted by the exactest weight and 
measure — that one uniform, consistent power pervades 
and r^ulates the universe—that after all our utmost 
exertions, we shall know only ^n part; 4ie whde 
scheme of infinite wisdom, in the tbrmatioo and 
government of all things, extending far beyond the 
comprehension of any humanj and therefore limited 
understanding. 3ut although it may with propriety 
be said, that we now see through a glass darkly; by 
steadfast attention, aided and illuminated by divine 
grace, we may nevertheless have many extensive views 
of the power and wisdom of God; we may see many 
of the wondrous things of hb law. I shall, therefore^ 
in the followii^ discourse, endeavour to awaken in 
your minds a proper sense of the extent of this law; of 
its duration; of the mischiefs whk:h are occasioned by 
violating it ; anjd of the happiness that results firom a 
steady and uniform obedience. 

God existed from eternity ; and before the creatiif 
word was spoken, the whole scheme of creation was 
accurately adjusted ; all its parts and mutual depen- 
dencies were perfecdy understood ; and the universe 
rose into existence exactly according to the pattern 
which had been pre-conceived in the mind of the great 
Creator, As it is said, that he made all things acoxd- 
ing to the counsel of his own will ; as he created them 
by his power ; so he preserves, by his wisdom, the 
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peace and harmony of all his works. He has givejl 
them a law which extends to the utmost limits of hi|k 
creation-^'vra law which comprehends in its operation al 
creatures in heaven and in earth, rational and irrationalp 
animate and inanlmate^-the very least being protected 
by its care, and the greatest not exempt firom its 
power. 

If we confer this l^w as it q>erates upon lifeless 
matter^ we diall find it continually preserving the 
harmony of tlie universe. By this law, the planets, 
without the least deviation bam their prescribed pati), 
lune shot so swifdy in their rounds; the moon has her 
appointed seascxis ; the earth flies with almost incon^^ 
ceivable velocity, and, though her«^motioiis are com« 
plicated, never wandering fi'om the right way; but 
producing, from age to age, the regular return of the 
aeasonsi and the grateful succession of day and night. 
By this law, the elements incessantly perform their 
shotted tasks-rrthe fire b sent forth to warm and vivify 
all nature — ^the waters are carried round in perpetual 
circulation — ^the air ia kept pure for the purposes d 
animal life — and the earth, wi^ut intermission, accord- 
ing to the original command of God, brings forth grass, 
and herb yielding seed, and fruit-tree yielding fruit, 
after his kind. All the glorious discoveries in natural 
philosophy, for which the present age is so distin- 
guished, are but so many new explanations of the 
wonders of this divine law. 

If we advance one step further, we find it operating 
10 the same uniform manner upon the irrational animals. 
Though, in their different species almost innumerable, 
and though formed witli a great variety of native dis- 
positions, we perceive them a//, without confusion 
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ger operate ; the use of these instruments of holiness 
will necessarily cease. 

Thus also, this regular and stupendous system of 
things will, in time, reach its latest period ; the hw of 
nature will be anulled by him who framed it; the 
chain of order will be broken, and worlds will rush 
against worlds in dreadful confu^on* But amidst all 
tlus disorder in things which appear at present so stable 
and permanent; angels and men will still exist; they 
Avill still be subject to the authority of God ; they will 
atMl be obligated to love and reverence, adore and obey 
Km. Thb ixirt of the divine law will be etemoL It 
is founded in the very nature of things; it necessarily 
arises from the relation that subsists between immortal 
creatures and their great Creator ; it cannot cease to 
operate, so long as rational beings are GontJniied in 
existence. Is it not our happiness^ therefore, aS wt& as 
ifiz/y, to yield a ready obedience to all the laws <if 
God ; but more especially to those which are of eiernd 
obligation? For, consider, in the third place, the 
mischiefs which are occasioned by a perverse violation 
of them* 

They were framed by infinite wisdom ; they arc 
enjoined by resbtless power; and they all tend to the 
promotion of one gre&t, benevolent purpose, the order 
and felicity of the universe. Neither men nor angels 
can annul, or even diminish them. Moral agents may 
indeed transgress, but not with impunity. Punidi- 
ment is tlie necessary consequence of a violation of the 
law. The inanimate works of God go as they are 
impelled; the regularity of their movements b not 
interrupted ; they perfectly perform their allotted task- 
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and fulfil the law of their nature. And hence it is, 
that every contemplative mind is compelled to admire 
the wonderful order and harmony of the worlds which 
are moving round us. But among rational creatures, 
who, because they were free agents, were, capable of 
unning, confusion and misery have been introduced* 
It was a violation of the law that expelled the angels 
from their habitations of glory, degraded them from 
their original state of dignity, and now reserves them 
in chains under darkness against the judgment of the 
great day* Man was created happy and inunortal — 
the conditions of retaining this happmess and immor- 
tality were just and easy. But he violated the law of 
his God, and wTetchedness was the immediate con- 
sequence. The mortal taste of that forbidden tree 
brought death into the world and all our woe, with 
loss of Eden ; loss of that state of consummate felicity, 
ID which we were originally placed by our merciful 
Creator. Man, in his present condition, presents to 
our view nothing more than the splendid ruins of his 
former grandeur. The body is indeed fearfully and 
wonderfully made ; but it is subject to pain and wast- 
ing disease, to death and dissolution in the grave, 
lilie soul is dignified with great and surprising powers ; 
but her faculties are too often weighed down by de<> 
praved appetite, or disordered by the turbulence of 
imsguided passion — as, if the stars of the firmament 
were to wander firom their appointed courses, in them- 
selves they would remain glorious luminaries, however 
irregular their motions might be. In a word ; what- 
ever misery now preys upon mankind, it is altogether 
the result of disobedience to the divine law. Nor do 
the &tal effects of this disobedience terminate here. 
Vol. II. 41 
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We are taught, that they who wilfiilly transgress and 
die impenitent, ndll be consigned to ^ ^Deary abodes 
of everlasting nvretchedness, where die worm of de- 
vouring anguish dieth not, and the fire of ^ine wnA 
is not quenched. These art alamiii^ reflectians. tf 
such be die interesting consequences of our pitseat 
conduct, surely every considerate person will endeavour 
to keq> himsdf from presumptuous sins, lest they get 
the dominion over him; he wUl strive to be undcfiled, 
and innocent fix>m the great offence. 

But this leads us to consider, in the last place, die 
happiness that results firom steady and uniform obedi- 
ence. Such indeed is the extent and ^iritualitjr of 
the divine law, comprehending our thoughts, word% 
and actions ; the intentions of our hearts, as wdl as cor 
external deportment : and so great, on the other faaody 
is the infirmity of our degenerate nature, that widi the 
most sincere and strenuous exertions, our obedienoe 
Can never be entirely perfect. For acceptance in die 
sight of God, we must still have recourse to the inter- 
cession of aRedeemer; not trusting in our ownr^hte- 
ousness, but in his manifold and great mercies. But, 
since God has blessed us with the ability of sedi^ the 
wondrous things of his law; a law ori^nally com- 
municated by the voice of reason, and afiterwarda 
augmented and confirmed by immediate revelation; 
skice the truth of this revelation was at first estaUidied 
by incontestable proofs, and has been preserved and 
transmitted down to us, not by uncertain tradition^ but 
in permanent records; since it is so evidently well 
calculated to promote and secure our real good ; aaoe 
its sanctions are nothing less than everlasting happiness 
or misery ; let us endeavour, so far as may be, to fulfil 




Sermon 5M. Onihe Laws ofGcd. 328 

j^ righteousness ; let us be oxidnually advancing to- 
wards the great standard of sdl perfection. 

By sincere and uniform obedience, we follow the 
steps of our Lord and Master, who perfectly performed 
Ae work tjiat was given him to do; we imitate the 
example of the glorious angels, who are rq)resented as 
standing round the throne of God, ever attentive to his 
commands, and ready to fly and execute his will ; we 
fsreserve our rank among intelligent beings, and by 
moving in our propo* ^here, promote the order of die 
universe ; we display the dignity, we secure the happi- 
ness of our nature: for all our glory, all our felici^ 
entirely depends upon the favour of Almighty God ; 
^md this cannot be obtained but by a cheerful submis- 
sion to his will. In a word, by obedience we obtsdn a 
right to rdy upon the peculiar protection of our pre- 
sent Lawgiver and future Judge; we shall eacape the 
ignominy, the remorse, the excruciating punishment 
that will hereafter overwhelm the disobedient and re- 
fractory ; we shall receive the approbaticm of our Lord, 
whose loving-kindness is better than life; and our 
labours will be crowned, at last, wi^ a great reward; 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

Let me, tfierefore, conclude, with exhorting you ail, 
to zdopt the pious language (rf* the Psalmist — ^^ Open 
*^ thou mine eyes, that I may see tlie wondrous thingi^ 
«< of thy law !" And when, by devout attention and 
diligent study, under the influence of divine grace, you 
have learned what the Lord your God requires of you ; 
foe careiul to walk in all his ordinances blameless; 
endeavour to perfect holiness m the fear of the .Lord. 
Ccxisider, that although he is exalted far above all 
height, he continually behddeth the things that are in 
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On the Blessedness of keeping the Law tf GtA 



PSALM i. 

Blened is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the nogodyi 
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scomfiil. But his delight is in the law of the Lord ; and in Ms 
law doth he meditate day and nig^^t. And he shall be like • 
tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fnk 
in due season : his leaf abo shall not wither; and whatsoenr 
he doeth shall prosper. The ungodly are not so ; but are like 
the chaff which the wind dri veth away. Therefore the ui^jodly 
shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation 
of the righteous. For the Lord knoweth the way of the righte- 
ous ; but the way of the ungodly shall perish. 

X HIS psalm, which may be considered as a pre&oe 
or introduction to all the rest, describes, in very ex* 
pressive language, the opposite characters^ and die 
different states of the righteous and the ungodly : die 
blessedness of the CHie is said to con^st in their legsA 
for the law of the Lord, their abstaining firom sin, and 
their continual advancement in goodness; a ccmditiGQ 
represented under the beautiful image of a flourisMng 
tree planted by the rivers of water. The unhappy &te 
of the other is held forth to our view? by an allusion to 
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the threshing-floor : as the light and wordiless chaff is 
scattered away from before the driving tempest, so shall 
the wicked periA at the presence of the Lord : when 
Gvod comes to judgment, they shall not be able to 
stand before him; diey shaU be for ever separated finom 
the assemUy of die righteous. 

The Hdy Scriptures were given by inspiration of 
God, and are good for instruction in all righteousness. 
But of the Psahns, more particularly, it may be 
asserted, there is scarcely any thing necessary for man 
to know in the progress of a life of pie^, which they 
are not able to teach. Like the garden of Eden, this 
little vdume aflfbrds us in perfection, every thing that 
groweth elsewhere ; every tree that is pkasant to the 
sight, and good for food. Here we find unfeigned 
repentance, unwearied patience, ardent devotion, thd 
terrene of divine wrath, the comforts of grace, the 
dpeiations of Providence in the government of this 
world, ^id the promised joys of the world that is to 
come. For every ^iritu^ grief and disease that is 
incident to the soul of man, here a present and com- 
fortable remedy may at all times be found. 

In ^ language of diis divine book, the prayers and 
{Makes of the Church have, m all ages, been oflfered up 
to the throne of grace. The Son of God, in the days 
of his flesh, iq>pcars to have been well acquainted with 
it. At the conclusion of his last supper, he sang a 
hymn which is commonly, supposed to have been taken 
from it On the cross, he pronounced the b^inning 
of Ae twenty-second psalm — "My God, my God, 
^ why hast ^ou forsaken me?'* And his expiring 
words were a part of the thirty-first — " Into thy hands 
<* I commend my Spkit." Thus our glorious Re- 
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deemer himself, who possessed all the treasures of 
knowledge and wisdom, thought proper to soothe his 
last and most bitter agony, and to yield up the ghost 
with the words of the Psalmist on his lips. A higher 
commendation of any book, it is not possible for the 
tongue of men or angels to give. It well deserves» 
therefore, the devout attention of every pious person, 
who is desirous of imitating the good example df 
those, who, through &ith and patience, inherit the 
promises. Let us, then, proceed to consider what in- 
struction, or what consolation is to be drawn from this 
first psalm, which begins with these encourag^ 
words — ^^ Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 
^^ counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
^ sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scomfuL" 

In order to excite our attention, and to animate our 
desires to begin and to persevere in the ways of virtue 
and piety, the book of Psalms is introduced, like the 
sermon on the mount, with a divine beatitude, direct- 
ing us immediately to that happiness which all man- 
kind, in various ways, are solicitous to obtain. AH 
would secure tliemselves from the assaults of miseiy, 
all would be entirely happy; but how few consider, 
tliat wretchedness is the natural consequence of sin, 
and that we must cease to walk in the counsel of the 
ungodly, if we would be completely Ucssed. 

The Psalmist here apprizes us, that there is a grada- 
tion in wickedness, and that he who wilfully deviates 
from the right way, cannot say how far he may wander. 
We begin, by conversing familiarly with wicked men; 
we listen to their fallacious arguments; we are pleased 
with their winning persuasions. After walking, for a 
season, thus in the counsel qf the ungodly^ we proceed 
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ake a part in their crimes; we associate with them 
all their iniquitous proceedings; as the Psalmbt 
resses it— /F2f gtani in the way of sinners. From 
; stage of transgres^on, die transiti(xi is short and 
)r to the last point d depravity. We soon begin 
rloiy in our crimes, to ju^y what we have lutherto 
le, and in hardened impie^, to sit down in the seat 
he scomfuL They alone are blessed^ who flee finom 
; and they alone are secure^ who abstain from all 
earance cf evil, so &r as human infirmity will per« 
• Our Lord and Master attained a Unless perfec* 
i; and we must apply to his merits and grace ; so 
: by becoming righteous^ we may be rendered 
^setL 

?o the man who b brought to this happy condition, 
next words of the Psalmist are properly applied—- 
[is delight is b the law of the Lord, and in his law 
oth he meditate day and night." When the mind 
lied with a ^cere detestation of sin ; and when we 
heartily inclined to become acqusunted with die will 
}od, in order that we may yield a ready obedience 
Lt ; the Holy Scriptures will be deemed of more 
le than fine gold; they will be sweeter than honey, 
lie honey-comb ; diey will affixtl a satisfaction and 
ight infinitely superior to all the sensual pleasures of 
\ world. In all circumstances, the word of God i& 
jHous man's companion and guide. To this he 
klies for direction in the dangerous allurements of 
sperity ; fi*om thb he derives comfort in the gloomy 
ions of affliction ; to thb he flies for succour under 
ry temptation. 

The Psalmist proceeds to describe the happy efiects 
lib constant and devout attention to the Midy and 
Vol. II. 42 
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practice of the la w of the Lord: the man who is 
piously engaged *^ shall be like a tree planted I 
'^ rivers of water, that bringetb forth his firuil i 
^ season : lus leqf also shall not wither ; and w 
<' ever he doeth shall prosper/' By continual n 
tion in the sacred writings, and by practisuig wl 
know, we as naturally improve aiKl advance in boi 
as the tree thrives and flourishes in the most 
soil. A more striking and beautiful image coo] 
be employed to express the happy condition < 
godly. Bdioid the fair-spreading tree, so bea 
find at the same time so advantageous! It is refi 
from above with the dews i£ heaven ; it is inv^ 
at tlie root by never-failing streams of water ; il 
affords nourishment, its shade yields refreshme 
birds of the air take refuge and sing amoi 
branches* Such is the blessed condition of thai 
who standeth npt in the way of sinners, but delij 
the law of the Lord his God. He is sustaine 
Ifnproved by ever-flowing streams of divine gcac 
abounds in all the fruits of the Spirit ; in thdr ] 
season he displays the virtues of justice, and te 
ance, and meekness, and charity ; the graces 
ad(»m him are not affeoted by the revolutions (rf* 
they never &de ; and whatsoever he doeth, in ; 
ways, the blessing of heaven attends him : s 
whatsoever the event may be, whether life or 
things present or things to qome, all will work to 
for his good. 

One would suppose, that a bare representat 
this blessed state, would be a suflicient indueenr 
^ery reasonable mind, to seek it as tlie one 
needfuK But if we are not to be properly influ 
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bf the expectation of jp0oc/; let us follow the Psalmist in 
Ae dreadful contrast which he draws, and be alarmed 
flBDd deterred by the apprehension of evU. ^^ The un- 
^ godfyy^ says he, ^ are iiot sa^ bttt are like the chaff 
^ which the wind driveth away." In the preceding 
description of the ri^teoos^ every thiQg appeared 
fresh .and flourishing, beautiful and penmtaent But 
, we are presented with nothing but objects that 
facing and worthies^ unsettled and trtmsitory^ 
driven about by the brea A of God's ^isfdeasmt, dk- 
persed at last from the Siee of the earth, and con^gned 
to the fire that is never qi»iched 

The threstung-floors of the Jews weie commonly on 
siemiiienoe, in the field; ssA by the action of a strong 
4turrent of air^ it was thex^uatom to separate the chaff 
from the wheat* We find frequent allusions to this 
pracdce in the writings of the presets. . Thus Isaiah, 
speaking of the heathen nations, say»-*^^ That at the 
^ fd)tdce of God, they shall be chased as the chaff of 
^ the moontdns before tbo wind;" and Daniel, in his 
^dkphnation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, declai'e^-^ 
^ That the iron, the day, the brass, the ^ver^ a^ the 
M gdd, of which the ims^ was composed, were bro* 
^ ken to pieces together ; shmI became like the chaff of 
^ the summer threshing-floors ; and die wind carried 
^ tiiem away, thirt na j^ace was found for them." 
Heice we may pei^ive the strength and beauty of 
Uiis allusion of the Psalmist, when he compares the 
migodly to chaff, which the wind driveth away. They 
are l^ht and worthless; they sune unsteady in their 
ocmduct, and wavering in their opinions; they are 
driven about by the temptations dT the devil, and the 
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down in stupid inddence; die more he exercises him- 
self in performing the dudes which are due to God, 

his neighbour, and himself; the more will he incittse 

in knowledge and in all goodness* 

Lasdy ; let us seriously and frequently meditate upon 

the last dreadful day of just judgment, when tbednff 

will be for ever separated from the wheat, when amos 

will be banished from the congregadon of thei%te- 

ous. By all the tender ties of relaucm wluch ooonect 

you together in this life; by your love of happmeas 

and diead of misery ; by the mercies, and t^ die 

terrors of the Lord; let me entreat you to be so 

unanimous in your love of God and relij^on, that you 

all may be collected, at last, in that place of peribct 

blessedness, where there will be no more aqpaotiOD 

nor sorrow. 
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On the New Jentsalem. 



REVELATION txi. 2,3. 

I John tav the holy city, new Jerusalem, coaung dovn rrom God 
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adoraed foe her huiband. 
And I heard a great voice out of hearai, tayiog, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, 
and tbey ibatt be his people, and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God. 

X HERE is somediing wondofuUy striking in thb 
passage of sacred Scripture. The heart c£ that person 
must be cold and insen^tile to a great degree, who is 
not incited, at the repetition of it, eamesdy to inquire — 
" Who was that beloved servant of God that was 
" favoured mth these glorious visions ? and what can 
** the meaning be of this splendid exhibition ? In 
" what sense can it now be asserted, that Jerusalem 
** Cometh down from heaven; that the tabernacle c^ 
** God is with men; and that he dwells with them ?" 

It is the de^gn of the fdlowing discourse, to gratify 
this laudable curioaty: and, a full explication of tliese 
words of the holy qiostle will naturally lead to several 

Vol. II. 43 
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useful practical observations. Then only has know- 
ledge its due effect, when it prompts to virtuous 
actions. If we know the great tilings of the Gospel, 
we should deem ourselves happy only while we do 
them. 

The person who speaks is the beloved disdpfe, 
John. It had long before been intimated to him, Aat 
*^ he should tarry till Ms Master came:^^ that is, till 
Jesus came in terrible vengeance to destroy the city 
of Jerusalem, and to disperse die nation of the Jews. 
Agreeably to thb prediction of his Lord, he survived 
all the rest of the apostles; he lived to see his brethren, 
the inhabitants of Judea, sustsuiung the punishment 
which had been denounced against them, for crucifyii^ 
the (lOrd of life,^ and impiously wishing that tli^ giiHt 
of bis blood mtg^t &11 on them and their chijklnn; he 
saw their oountry descJated, thw capita cky JmA n 
ruins, and their temple reduced to ashes. Bitf, as a 
compensation iqc this melancholy spectacle, he was 
favoured with many extraordinary revelations from 
heaven; mth glorious prospects of the Redeemer's 
kingdom. The earthly Jerusalem had ^dlen; but 
instead of this^ he saw the new Jerusalem, the holf 
city coming down from God. 

It is scarcely necessary to observe, that in the hn- 
guage of sacred Scripture, under the term Jmodhn^ 
is frequently comprehended the whole Jewish Churdi 
That city contained all that is necessary to constitutf f 
true Church: the assemblies of the saints; tlie wor- 
ship of the one living and true Gbd, according to-Ms 
own appointment ; the r^ular administradon of Ae 
divine word and onUnances; and the presence of Ae 
great object of their adoration reading n^ h]& 1k^ 
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t0M{)le. For the same reasons, by the new Jeruialemf 
St John hiitens the Church tif Ood under the Aspensa- 
ttok of tht Oeipel: thie is enriched with itumy excel- 
bhcies) dndow^ with many pri^leges unknown to Iiis 
ancient people who.Uved under the economy of Moses. 
They teld indised the doctrine d£ salvation, but it was 
wrapped up itl types and figures; to ouir view it is 
dearly Unfolded^ and the veil is entirely taken away 
fit>tti Ih^ face (^ Moses : f Adr (xxiinances were mii^led 
iHth mahy bufd^kisoitie rites and cdremonies ; we have 
a pui% Add umfde worship in spirit and in truth : theit^ 
law !^as confined to otie people; the general assembly 
df ChHstiahs is cotnpbsed of all nadons and languages : 
God was present among them in the cloud of gloiy 
^at ttsttA over the mercy-seat ; he dwells among ue 
hy the wondeiful communics^ons of his Holy Spirit 
From all these considerations, the Christian Church 
dlay well be denoniinated the hoiy city. God, in an 
especial manner, has placed his name there. Many 
tte the gloribus epithets by which it is designated in the 
sacred volume : it is the new Jerusalem ; the city dl 
God ; the mother of us all: it is the beloved spouse of 
the Lamb ; it is the elect generation ; the royal priest- 
hood ; the holy nation ; the peculiar people : it b the 
Church which Christ hath purchased with his own 
Idood ; for wMch he delivered himself to the death of 
the cross, that he might sanctify it, and cleanse it with 
Ae washing of water by the word ; that he might pre* 
sent it to himself a glorious Church, not having spot or 
Vlninkle, nor any such thing, but tiiat it might be holy 
s^id unblemished. It is holy firom its peculiar relation 
vOod; as it is composed of persons who are to be 
sei^ted fiDm the pro&ne conversation of a yK^ckei 

/ 
/ 
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to its laws. These laws are contsuned in the sacred 
volume ; the best comment upon which is the pracdce 
of the primitive Christians. In all important cases 
they are clear and easy ; and if there be some points 
not so eaaly to be comprehended, we must be content 
to act, as we do in the management of our temporal 
concerns; that is, to seek information from those who 
have had better opportunides than ourselves of acquir- 
ing knowledge. This holy city came down from hea- 
ven. It was instituted by Grod himself. It is not, like 
all human institutions, subjected to the will of man, 
to be altered and modified as his caprice or his pre- 
sumption may direct. It ought to be now what it was 
from the b^inning : there is but one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, and one hope of our calling. The king- 
dom of the Redeemer is not of this world : it is not of 
earthly origin; it interferes not with secular a£&irs; it 
is not supported by the weapons of a worldly war&re; 
it exercises dominion not over the bodies, but o?er the 
souls and consciences of men ; its grand modves to 
obedience are of a spiritual and not a temporal nature; 
its prindpal rewards and its severest punishments are 
future and eternal. Let us submit with reverence to 
the authority which has been established by Christ and 
his aposdes in his holy Church ; let us reject all novel 
and strange opinions which are contrary to that friith 
which was ori^nally delivered to the saints; let us 
avoid all factious combinations of men which tend to 
subvert that peace and order, on which the prosperity 
of the holy city so essentially depends ; in a %vofd^ 
with respect to our religious concerns, let us consult 
the revealed will of God, and in every instance yield 
to tins a ready and implicit obedience. 
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4thl]r« We are ever to remember^ that this ^iritual 
dlQr of which we possess the glorious immunities^ is 
denominated hdy: prepared with all Christian virtues, 
as a bride adorned for her husband. The new Jem- 
lalem came down from God, and its inhalutants are to 
be qualified in diis life for a glorious ascension into the 
more immediate presence <^ the great Ldnd €f alL All 
its instiUitioDs are expressly designed to sepdiate us 
bom Sinners^ and midce us hdy and harmless ki 2SL 
manner of C(Hiversation» Whateyer, Aerefone, .our 
reli^ous employment may ben; whether we listen te 
Ood's word, or celebrate his sacraments; whether we 
be engaged in prayer or in praise; let every service tend 
to a more complete sanctjfication of our fx>lluted 
nature, in soul^ body, and spirit Let holiness unto 
Ifae Lord be our badge of distinction; let H declare to 
All the world, that we are his people; let it dhine like 
tile star over the babe of Bethlehem, and signify fliat 
Jesus is here ; that God himself is with us; duit he is 
our God. And, let it be remarked, In the last place. 

That this consideration should lead us to walk cir- 
cumspectly and with holy reverence before him. If 
the tabernacle kA God be with men ; if he dwell witfi 
us, and we be his people, let us fear to offend him; let 
us steadfasdy rely on his merciful protection in every 
tkne of danger and trial ; let us patiently follow whi- 
thersoever his word and px)vidence direct our way, as 
the Israelites in the wilderness pursued their journey 
according to the guidance of their Almighty Protector, 
who went before them in a cloud by day, and in a 
pillar of fire by night. Whether our journey through 
life be long or short ; whether it be pleasant or painful ; 
of this we may rest assured, that if we prove not dis* 
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obedient and refractory, he will conduct us to the land 
of everlasting rest and felicity. 

How happy is the condition of Aat people who thus, 
have the Lord for their God ; of whom it may be ssdd, 
in the language of the t«ct, that in every stage of d»r 
earthly pilgrimage, '^ God himself is with them, and is 
«* their God !" In everj' difficulty, to him they apply 
for direction ; in all trials and dangers, to Um they fly 
for consolation and support; trusting in the Lord 
Jehovah for ever, they have an everlasting strength ; in 
trouble, they recollect that he chastiseth those whom 
he loveth ; in sickn^, they are preserved from the 
temptations c^tlie enemy, they are blessed with patience 
under their affliction, and are comforted with a sense of 
the divine goodness ; and when they pass through the 
valley of the shadow of death, God is still with them; 
he sustains them in the last trying moments ; he gives 
them here that peace which passeth^all understanding; 
and at last receives them into his glory* 

Let us, then, be duly sensible of these exalted privi- 
leges. Let Us make this good and powerful Being 
our Friend and our Guide, by entering into the courts 
of the new Jerusalem with thanksgiving and praise; 
by holding fast the profes^on of our faith without 
wavering; by walking worthy of the holy vocadon 
wherewith we are called ; by maintaining peace and 
love with all men; and by living continually before 
God in pious fear, and humble obedience to his laws. 
Great peace and tranquillity will those persons have^ 
who thus love and fear God. Nothing will so far 
offend them, as to destroy their comfort, or turn them 
from the performance of their duty in this life ; and 
nothing shall deprive them of that exceeding great 
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reward which is laid up for them in the mansions of 
glory. That all who now hear me, may be found, at 
last, in this happy number, God of his infinite mercy 
£r^t, through the merits and mediation of the same 
compassionate Redeemer; to, whom be all pniisei 
honour, and gloiy, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SERjVJON XXXI. 



Parable of the Labourers in the VumytuiL 



MATTHEW XX. 8. 

5e when even was come, Uie lord of the vinejrard saith onto fait 
steward, Call the labourers, and give the» thdr hire^lNgiaBiiis 
from the last unio the fast. 

JLN the parable, of wUch tliese worcEs are a part, the 
Church of God » represented by our blessed Loitl un- 
der the emblem of a vineyard, and particular belkveis 
under diat of labourers who are engaged, at different 
times, by the lord of the vineyard, to perform certun 
services for a stipulated reward. It is ssud, ^ The 
*'* kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that b an 
^ householder, wiiich went out early in the morning tx> 
•♦hire labourers into his vineyard." For the same 
purpose, at different periods in the course of the day, 
he goes out ; and even at the eleventh hour, or at five 
o'clock in the afternoon, when he found some stsuidng 
idle, he saith unto them, ** Go ye also into the vineyard ; 
" and whatsoever i& right, that shall ye receive." When 
the evening was come, and the labours of die day imt 
completed, the labourers are called to recdve tfadr 
wages* As we are too apt to overrate ow own aer« 
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vices, and to undervalue those of others, some of them 
murmured against the good-man of the house, because, 
in the distribudcm of their hire, their fdlow-labourers 
were made equal unto them. He repels the charge of 
pardalitjr and mjustice with these unanswerable obser- 
vations :-f^^^ Friend, I do thee no wrong : didst not 
*<'thou agree with me for a penny? Take that thine 
<< is, and go thy way : I will give unto this last even 
«< as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I 

<^ will widi mine own ? Is thine eve evil, because I 
"lam good?" 

Thb is a summaiy of the parable now before us; 
and, like our Lord's other discourses of this nature, it 
is fraught with religious instruction : under these ob* 
jects of sense, much spiritual meaning is conveyed ta 
the attentive mind of the humble believjer. And, 

1st. Here we are taught to entertain a just concep- 
^on of the nature of the Church of God : It is repre- 
sented under the image of a vineyard, strongly en- 
clo3iBd, cultivated with care, and thus made to abound 
with (feasant flowers and salutary fruit&-*with what« 
ever is grateful to the eye, and good for the sustenance 
<£ s)an. The rude and uncultivated wilderness is » 
just embkm of the nattiral slate of mankind. By the 
liansgr^on of our primitive parents, misery was en- 
tailed upon aU their descendants : ignorance and de* 
pravity overspread the earth. God did not, however^ 
abandon his &llra creatures to utter despmr and uni* 
versal ruin. He never left himself entirely witiiout a 
witness in the midst c^a crooked and perverse genera* 
iiaci : there was always a company <tf the £dthful : he 
liad dways a church in this degenerate worUU-a vme- 
yattd in the midst of the surrounding wilderness. H)^ 



350 Parable of the LabourerM SermoD 3L 

messengers were employed from age to age, to bvite 
^nandering mortals to come in, and join the hap^ so- 
ciety of true believers. Seth, and Noah, and Abraham 
were preachers of righteousness. Moses and the suc- 
ceeding prophets were faithful advocates for the name 
and worship of the one living and true God. Christ 
and his apostles called men from darkness to light-^ 
from Gentile ignorance and Jewish superstitioo, to the 
knowledge of the glorious Gospel. Thus the bouse* 
holder went out at different periods — at the third, and 
the sixth, and the ninth, and even at the eleventh hour-* 
and said to those who were regardless of didr du^, 
" Why stand ye here all the day idle ? Go ye into tite 
'^ vineyard ; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye re- 
^ ceive." And hence we are led to remark, 

2dly. That in the revolutions of time, at whatever 
period we may enter into the service of our Lord; 
when he comes to take account of our conduct ; when 
die labourers are called to receive their hire ; to cveiy 
man will he give in proportion to the wc»rk performed. 

But here it may be objected, '^ that in the transac- 
^* tion before us, this equitable rule seems to have been 
** violated : they who were called early into the vinc- 
^' yard, complained, and surely not mthout reason, that 
<^ tliose who had wrought but one hour were made 
^^ equal unto them who had borne the burden and heat 
" of the day." Thb objection may be obviated by 
observing, that more work may be performed by Ac 
industrious in a single hour, than is accomjdished by 
the indolent in the course of a whole day ; and thi^ 
when the lord of die vineyard comes to reckon with fab 
kbourers, he will reward them in proportion to their 01- 
dustry^dnd not to the ttmcin which they were emplofed 
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in his service : — ^That in the eternal world, die smallest 
ddgree of celestial happiness will be more than a suffi-* 
cient compensation for any services which we may per- 
from here upon earth ; and, therefore, whatever may be 
the condition of others, we shall have no reason to mur- 
mur at our own lot. But more especially, the seeming 
difficulty here idluded to, may be explained by remark- 
ing, that this figurative mode of expression is never 
to be subjected to the most rigid interpretation : that 
In this part of his parable, our Lord intended to correct 
the unreasonable jealousy and envy of the Jews against 
the Gentile nations of the earth. They were God's an- 
cient people ; they entered into the vineyard early in 
the morning; they supposed themselves entitled to 
particular consideration; they therefore murmured 
against the good-man of the house, because the hea- 
then were admitted to tfie same privileges which they 
enjoyed, and, by the gradous dispensation of the Gos- 
pel, would be entitled to the same reward. This ma- 
lignant prejudice our Lord severely reproves, by in- 
troducing the householder as addressing the labourer 
with thb unanswerable remonstrance — " Friend, I do 
thee no wrong : didst not thou agree with me for a 
penny? Take that thine is, and go thy way : I will 
^^ ^ve unto this last even as unto thee. Is it not law- 
** ful for me to do what I vrill with mine own ? Is thine 
" eye evil, because I am good ? So the last shall be 
** first, and the first last." That is, as the apostle af- 
terwards expressed it, " the Gentiles shall be fellow- 
** heirs with the Jews, and of the same body, and 
** partakers of his promise in Christ by the Gospel." 
Thus, in thb wonderful dispensation of mercy, the 
middle-wall of partition is broken down ; and Christ 
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b the light of the Gentiles, as well as the gfeiy of his 
people Israel When the law cS Moses was super* 
seded by the grace and truth that came by Jesus Christy 
they who from among the heathen nations were adnut- 
ted into the Ch urch by the ministry of the holy aposdeSi 
were recdved into equal &vour with the fiddifiil de- 
scendants of God's ancient servant Abraham— they 
came from die east and from the west, and with the 
hdy patriarchs they have been exalted to the kingdom 
of heaven* The stream of divine mercy and loving* 
kindness has flowed down through every age, and we^ 
upon whom fhe ends of the world are come, may now 
aiq)roach and participate with our predecessors, to tbd 
endless refreshment of our souls. 'What tiboogh ata 
late hour in the gospel-day we have been called into 
Ae service of our divine Master ? Let us perform 
our allotted task with diligence and fidelity, and we 
shall in no wise lose our reward. When the great 
Master of the household comes to take account of his 
servants, as members of diat Church which, Arou^bout 
tile world and in every age, has maintained die pcofes- 
^n of the true f^th, we shall be assodaced with die 
good and (aidiful of all countries, nations, and ko- 
guages. Before the awfiil Dispenser of punishmeot 
and reward, we shall stand with the goodly fidOowdiip 
of patriarchs and prophets, widi the glorious company 
t£ the aposdes, and with the noble army of martyrs. 
This, it must be confessed, is a very dignified societf- 
What rational being, what profesdng Christian can be 
insensible to the honour and felicity of such a pure and 
exalted association ? To thb happy state we can rea- 
sonably expect to arrive only by a diligent discharge 
6f all the duties which are now enjoined us in theGos- 
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pel of our blessed Redeemer. For, we may take ocoar 
sion from the parable before us, to observe, 

3dly. That they who are not ei^aged in the service 
of God, are empbyed to no valuable purpose : they 
are here represented by our Lord as absolutely idle — 
" Why stand ye here all the day idle ? Go into the 
'< vineyard, and work ; for otherwise ye cannot expect 
•* a reward." 

If the doctrimes of Christian!^ be true-— and it is to 
be hoped that none of us are inclined to dispute the 
truth of diem— if we be immortal creatures, destined 
finr an eternity of existence dther in happiness or mi- 
sery ; and if our future portion entirely depend upon 
the use whidi we make of the present season of pro» 
bation ; how wonderfully absurd to every considerate 
mind must appear the general conduct of heedless 
mortals! What is the business that most engages 
tfieir thoughts and afiectiorts ? Is it to lay up treasure 
in heaven? to make provision for their everlasting 
welfare ? to obtain what unening wisdom calls the one 
thing needful f Look round the world. All that noise, 
and huiry« and confusion which is perceptible on every 
quarter, arises merely from the desire to make provision 
for the flesh, in order to fulfil the lusts thereof One 
b going to his farm, and another to his merchandise. 
One is prepsured to dig for riches with Mammon, and 
another to follow ambition up the steep ascent of 
power. In the mean time, what relation has all this 
anxiety and toil to the advancement of their everlasting 
welfare ? As to the proper business of immortal crea- 
tures, they arc entirely idle ; nay, many of them are in 
a much more deplorable condition than that of idleness 
and inactivity ; for the holy apostle has declaredi that 
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men confirmed in their native d^eneracy, are dead in 
trespasses and sins ; that he who liveth in pleasure, is 
even dead while he liveth. 

Let us then consider the magnitude and difficulty 
of the task assigned us. Let us work out our eternal 
salvation with fear and trembling ; and, to accomplish 
this important purpose, let us without dday rise and be 
doing. Let us attend to the call of our Master. Let 
us work while it is day, for the night cometh, when no 
man can work. Having gifts differing acc(»pding to 
the grace of God that is given to us, let us, in our re* 
spective stations, do our duty &ithfully from the heart; 
not as men-pleasers, but as the conscientious servants 
iji God. Let him that teacheth, wait with zeal and 
diligence on his teaching. Let him that ruleth, consi- 
der himself as appointed to be a terror to evil works, 
but the minister of God for good t<x those who do well. 
In whatever way we may tfe enabled to promote the 
welfare of our neighbour, let us give with ^plicity 
to tlic relief of both his temporal and spiritual necessi- 
ties. Let mercy, on all occasions, be showed widi 
cheerfulness. In a word, let love to God and man be 
without dissimulation, and we shall not be slothful b 
the proper business of rational and immortal creatures ; 
we shall be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. 

And what service can be more honourable, or more 
advantageous ? If there be any among us who have 
hitherto refused to comply with the invitations of thb 
bountiful Master ; who are now totally immersed in the 
business or the pleasures of the world ; let me with . 
tlie utmost seriousness exhort them to consider, that 
the evening of this day of trial is fast approaching : 
fliat the mighty hand of death will soon rend firom their 
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food embraces all those temporal possessions, to whicii 
they are now cleaving with such ardent affection : that 
in this awful hour, without a tide to the joys of heaveni 
die acquisition of the whole world will be of no signifi- 
cance. What melancholy deprivation must surround 
that immortal spirit ; what terror and dismay must 
overwhelm it, when launching forth into the eternal 
world ; if no provision be made for its future well* 
\xmig — no prop to sustain it, no refreshment to repair 
its decaying powers, no friend to minister consolation? 
Let heedless mortals be persuaded, while the accepted 
time and the day of salvation continues, to guard against 
the assaults of these terrible evils. Why stand the)'' 
idle, all the day, when so much work is yet to be done, 
and such are the awful consequences of inattention and 
idleness ? If they believe the Gospel, and their practice 
has hitherto been so inconsistent with their principles ; 
let a sound faith from this moment have its due effect, 
and b^^ to be productive of a holy life and conversa- 
tion. As the apostle exhorted some of the primitive 
believers—" Let the time past of your life suffice to 
<* have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when ye 
<< walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, re- 
<^ veilings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries. 
^< Soon shall ye be called to give account to him tliat 
" is ready to judge the quick and the dead. The end 
<* of all earthly things is at hand ; begin, therefore, 
" immediately, to be sober and to watch unto prayer.'' 
Surely, the longest life that is commonly allotted to 
man here below, ought not to be deemed too long a 
period to be devoted to the service of God, if we may 
tiiereby attain a happy immortalit\\ Are there any, 
who, having been dedicated to Christ in their infancy,. 
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have endeavoured to serve tum with fidelity firom their 
early youth ? Let them go on thek way rejoicing. 
Let nothing seduce them from the paths ti that 
heavenly wisdom, which they know firom happy ex- 
perience to be full of pleasantness and peace. Are 
there any, who, having lost many of their first years in 
vain amusements, corroding cares, or vicious gratifica* 
tions, began at a later period to serve God in truth and 
sincerity ; who have entered, at the sixth or in the ninth 
hour, into the vine3rard of their heavenly Master? 
Let them by future industry compensate for past ncg* 
lect. Let them endeavour, by mcrea^ng diligence, to 
redeem the time that has been mispent. And then, 
they may rest assured, that the labourer will not be 
disappointed of his hire : whatsoever is right, they also 
will receive in the hour of general retribution. 

We serve a gracious Master. He ^veth liberally 
to every man, and upbraideth not.~Let us learn, 

4lhly. From the passage of Scripture now under 
consideration, to ascribe the reward that will hereafter 
be given to God's dutiful people, to his mere bounty 
and unmerited loving-kindness. The wages oi sin 
is death ; but eternal life is the gift of God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. It is lawful for him to do 
what he will with his own — ^to oflfer die perfect felicity 
of heaven upon any terms that may seem best to his 
infinite wisdom : highly, then, does it concern us, to 
inquire diligently what his will is, respecting this mo- 
mentous subject. This is sufficiently revealed to 
mankind, in the Scriptures of everlasting truth. Here 
we are taught; that by vidlfiil disobedience, man was 
precluded fix>m the benefit of God's promise, and for* 
feited his title to life and inunortality : that the com^ 
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passionate Parent of the universe was gradously pleased 4 

to enter into a covenant of mercy with his fallen 
creatures, throl|g;h the mediation of a Redeemer : that 
after man might have been justly abandoned to the 
effects of his own perverseness--^o sin and to omse** 
quent misery ; he is now wonderfully restored to the 
capacity of obtaining eternal salvation: that the ap- 
pointed means of accomplishing this great end are 
repentance for our guih and depravity, hearty &ith in 
the merits of our Redeemer, and a sincere desire to be 
obedient to all his laws prescribed in the blessed 
Giospeh These are the instituted terms of attaining to 
immortal life and joy; and, in every view of the 
subject, it must be acknowledged that the Lord is 
good. It was goodness alone that devised a method 
of restoration to the divine favour. It is mere good- 
ness that induces him to bestow the least reward upon 
our most perfect services, who, after we have done all^ 
are to kim unprintable servants. For ever blessed be 
his abundant grace and mercy, that our everlasting 
salvation is not now suspended upon the condidon of 
entire obedience to the divine law; for, upon these 
terms, in the present degenerate state of our nature, 
were God to be extreme in marking what we do 
amiss, who could stand justified before him? The 
economy of redemption by Jesus Christ is a dispensa- 
tion of mercy provided, not for perfect creatures, but 
expressly calculated for the relief of penitent sinners. 
In this situation, let us labour in the vine3rard of our 
Master ; let us be as industrious, as careful to maintun 
good works, as if the happiness of heaven were to be 
merited by our own exertions : but, when we come to 
receive our reward, our language will be — '* Not unto 
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^^ us, O Lord; not unto us; but unto tfajr nas^ as- 
*^ cribeallthe prsuse!" And to produce this dispootioa 
of mind, it may be remarked, 

In the last place, that the day is &r ^lent: widi 
every one of us the hour of retribution is at hand: are 
we ready to meet our Master, cheered widi an humUe 
reliance on his promise, with a steady expectatian of 
approaching bliss? If the time past of our life has 
been' wasted in unprofitable indolence, or what is 
worse, in acdve wickedness ; let us rettudn no longer 
idle, as to the most important business which im- 
mortal creatures were sent here to perform; but let us 
listen to the invitations of the great Housefadder of die 
whole family m heaven and earth, and cordially engage 
in his service. Why should we stand all the day idle? 
It cannot be said, that no man is willing to hire us. 
The Son of God persuades, exhorts, commands us to 
abound in works of righteousness, under the comfort* 
able assurance of an ample recompense for all our 
labours — ^by patient continuance in well-doing, we may 
obtain glory, and honour, and immortality. After a 
few fleeting years, of what avail will be all the heaps 
of vanity which the children of this world are now 
gathering round them? How will the workers of 
wickedness, the proud infidel, the impious scoflfer; the 
stupid sensualist, then lament their folly, for remaining 
amidst the thorns and briars of the wilderness ; when 
they might have been engaged in the dignified em- 
ployment of serving the most bountiful Master ; when 
they might have regaled themselves, even here, widi 
the pleasant fruits of his vineyard; uid have been 
entitled hereafter to a joy unspeakable and full of 
glory? 
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To conclude : the Church of Christ, the spiritual 
Zioiij opens wide her gates, day and night, to afford a 
happy asylum to distressed mcHlals. Let this be our 
place of refuge, in the midst of a wicked and miserable 
world. Associated with the blessed company of all 
£ddiful people, let us humbly beseech our heavenly 
Father, so to assist us with his grace, that it may be 
our chief delight to continue in that holy fellowship, 
and our great concern to do all such good works as he 
has prepared for us to walk in. Thus shall we be 
protected by infinite mercy and resistless power. Like 
the happy family that was admitted into the ark, we 
aball escape that vengeance of the Almighty, which 
win be poured upon incorrigible ^nners : we shall 
pass in safety through the waves of this troublesome 
world; and, being steadfitst in faith, joyful through 
hope, and rooted in charity, come finally to the land 
of everlasting life. 
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On tke Parable of the Sower. 



MATTHEW xiii. 18, 
Hear y e, therefore^ the parable of the tower. 

XHE Evangdist informs us, in this chapter, that 
great multitudes were gathered unto Jesus to hear his 
divine word, and that he spake many things unto them 
in parables. In one of his figurative discourses de- 
Uvered to the people, on this occa^on, he represents 
Ms heavenly doctrines — the reception which they met 
with — and the effects which they produced in the 
world, under the image of a sower going forth to scatter 
the grain over the face of the ground ; some of which 
was entirely lost, and some yielded a plentiful increase. 
The good seed fell by the way-side, and was devoured 
by the fowk of the air; or in stony places, where it 
soon sprang up, and as soon withered under the scorch- 
ing heat of the sun ; or among thorns, which spoil- 
ing up with it, immediately choked it And some 
fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit wth 
various degrees of fertility. 
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prudence, if their stores be not continually increasing. 
If they are thus fidthful in the unrighteous mammon, 
sorely they ought to be equally diligent in the use of 
the true riches. He who without intermission is aug- 
menting his stores of useful knowledge ; who is daily 
subduing the vicious propensities of his nature ; who 
is advancing in holiness, adding to his faith, virtue; 
and to virtue, temperance ; and to temperance, bro- 
therly kindness and charity. He who b thus diligentiy 
engaged in attending to the means of grace and the 
practice of goodness, with the blessed expectation of 
glory, may in truth be ssud to have laid up much goods 
in store for many years to come: when death and 
judgment approaches, when his soul is required of 
him, these durable treasures will not be taken away. 

Let hard-hearted politicians, and visionary philoso- 
phers, say in their hearts, there is no God : let them 
endeavour to banish from the minds of men all 
notions of a day of future retribution, when the great 
Liord oi the universe will call unto him his servants, 
that he mav take account of their conduct : it is our 
duty to pity the folly of such inconsiderate men, and 
to pray for their reformation. Our Lord has received 
the kingdom, as a reward for his great humiliation ; 
and the steadfast expectation of his returning to judge 
mankind for the deeds done in the body, is the strong- 
est, the only never-failing security for the preservation 
of both private and public virtue. Let this important 
principle of Christianity be, therefore, deeply impressed 
upon the hearts of men ; and whatever their station in 
society may be, they will not be slothful in business, 
but fer^'ent in spirit, serving the Lord. When lir 
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osJleth unto him the servants to whom the money has 
been given, that he may know how much every man 
has gained by trading, what account will they be able 
to render of themselves? What account will the 
rich and luxurious give ? How have they employed 
the wealth of which they were appointed only the 
stewards ? How much have they expended in feeding 
the hungry, clothing the naked, soothing the cries and 
pains of the needy orphan, and causing the widow's 
heart to sing for joy ? VVh^t proportion of their wealth 
have they distributed in promoting the religious in- 
struction of the poor, and prompting them to honest 
Hidustry? How much of it, which ought to liave 
been employed in works of general utility, has been 
wasted in riotous living; in making the understanding 
dark, and the heart more and more corrupt and ob- 
durate ? 

L^ those \\\\o are invested with authoritv sertouslv 
consider: Have they exerted their power to protect 
the weak, and justify the injured ; to diffuse the bless- 
ings of peace and unanimity through a world so easily 
incited to discord and confusion? Have thcv em- 
ployed all their influence to raise modest virtue from 
obscurity, and to dash the bold front of iniquity, with 
punishment and disgrace, to the earth ? 

Let men who are so ready to boast of their superior 
l^nowledge reflect in time : Have their extraordinary 
abilities been prostituted to servjg the pernicious pur- 
poses of vice ; or to support the declining cause of 
virtue, and to spread the light and spirit of true religion 
among the children gf men ? 

Let even the poor and \vretched consider, with what 
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temper of mind they have borne the calamities witli 
which God has been pleased to prove them: Have 
they exhibited a noble example of fortitude and resig- 
nation, so as to compel a giddy world to acknowledge 
the heavenly efficacy of pure religion ? To them it 
has been given to suffer for the name of Christ : Have 
they let patience have its perfect work, from the happy 
expectation that the short affliction of a moment will 
be succeeded by an eternal weight of glory ? 

In a word ; let us all remember this solemn truth — 
" That much will be required of those to whom much 
" has been given,'' Favours not acknowledged, bless- 
ings unimproved, will increase the condemnation of 
the ungrateful and negligent : the servant who knows 
his master's will, and does it not, will be beaten with 
many stripes. But he who has been blessed with 
superior knowledge, and has deemed himself happy 
in doing what he knows, will be advanced to a higher 
seat of honour in the mansions of bliss; ^^ for as one 
^^ star diifereth from another star in glory, so also is 
" the resurrection of the dead." Let it be our en- 
deavour, therefore, to make a due improvement of all 
the merciful dispensations of divine Providence. Let 
prosperity fill us with gratitude, and adversity cause 
us to humble ourselves under the mighty hand of 
God. Let the means of grace, with which we are so 
abundantiy supplied, be diligently used to the cherish- 
ing and strengthening of the blessed hope of glory. 
Let every Sabbath render us more devout, every com- 
munion more holy, and every sermon more zealous 
in the discharge of our duty towards God and our 
peighbour. Thus, when our Lord comes to take 
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account of our improvement, we shall be found in 
that happy number, to whom he will say — "Well 
*^ doaCj good and faithful servants, enter ye into the 
** joy of your Lord." 




SERMON XXXIV. 



^n Ordination Sermon. 



MALACHI ii. 7. 

For the pnest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should 
seek the law at his mouth ; for he is the messenger of the Lord 
of hosts. 

XN compliance with established usage, on the solemo 
occasion of the ordination of a minister for the Church 
of Christ, I shall this morning discourse on some of 
the duties which are intimately connected with the 
priestly office. But, although the priests of the Lord 
are more inunediately concerned in the observations 
which I am about to make, they are applicable in a 
more remote degree to Christians of every description. 
The priest's lips should, indeed, keep knowledge, 
because he is appointed to be the teacher of God's 
people : but the people also ought to bq able to give 
a reason of the faith that is in them ; to be prepared to 
defend the ark of God ; and, more e^cially, at a 
season when scoffing infidels, with unusuid confidence, 
attempt to wound not only the discipline of the Churchy 
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of the Gospel, *' the priest^ s lips should keep know- 
^' ledge^^^ since lie is engaged in the work of commu« 
tiicating instruction on subjects of the highest import- 
ance; and that the people should " seek the law at his 
" mouthy^ since lie comes to them with a commission 
from on high ; " he is the messenger of the Lord of 

*' hosts:' 

From the words of the text, I ani naturally led; in 
this discourse, to dwell upon the following important 
considerations : — 

That he who undertakes to teach others, should 
endeavour to be well instructed himself — " The 
" priest's lips should keep knowledge;" 
That the Christian priest, in the execution of his 
office, appears in the most dignified character 
which it is possible for a frail mortal to sustain ; 
for he is the messenger of tlie King of kings, and 
Lord of lords; he is employed about matters 
which relate to nothing less than eternal salvation ; 
And, therefore, that tlic people should gralefuUy 
receive the message which he brings ; cheerfully 
attend upon his ministrations; and affectionately 
seek instruction in the law of God, at his mouth. 
The minister of the word of God should, first, 
endeavour to acquire an extensive knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures. These contain the revelation of the 
divine will; the whole scheme of redemption through 
a suffering Saviour ; all that we are to believe and do, 
in order to render this short life a preparatory state to 
an eternal existence in perfect felicity. The Scriptures 
contain inexhaustible treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge. As we cannot, by searching, find out the 
nature of God to perfection ; so, it is probable, that 
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with our utmost application, we shall never perfectly 
comprehend the divine word ; for, we are told, there 
are mysteries, which even the angels desire to look 
into. This sacred volume contains the most ancient 
history now to be found among all the records of pre- 
ceding ages. It contains frequent allusions to the 
customs and manners of every nation with whom God's 
peculiar people the Jews were at any time connected. 
It comprehends many astonishing prophecies; of 
which, some have already received their entire comple- 
tion; some are now accomplishing; and others will 
hereafter be accomplished in the world. It affords the 
most sublime representations of the attributes of 
Almighty God, and the most ravishing prospects of 
the felicity of heaven. It inculcates, under the most 
powerful sanctions, all the duties required of us, as 
men and as Christians, which are comprehended 
under the three great branches of sobriety with respect 
to the regulation of our own appetites and passions ; of 
righteousness in our dealings with odier men; and of 
godliness in our deportment towards our Creator. Here 
is an ample field which invites qur most diligent re- 
searches; here is a vast variety of subjects, which can 
never be exhausted by our most intense application. 
The man. who undertakes the duties of a Christian 
minister without a competent knowledge of the sacred 
Scriptures, goes forth, without his armour, to combat 
a host of foes. All Scripture, being given by inspira- 
tion of God, is good for doctrine, for correction,, and 
instruction in righteousness; and it is only by the 
diligent study of this sacred record of divine truth, 
that the man offjGrci^ can expect to be perfect in his 
ministry, and thoFougUy furnished unto att the good 
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works of his heavenly vocation. Destitute of weapons, 
how shall he assault and beat down the strong hdds of 
error and vice? How shall he repd the attacks of 
enthusiasm, on the one hand, and of mfidelih/ on the 
other? The apostle has, therefore, commanded tis, 
to have our feet shod with the preparation of the Gos- 
pel of peace, and to take the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the \vof d of God ; and he has assured us—" That 
" this word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper 
" than any two-edged sword, pierc'ing even to the 
'^ dividing asonder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
" and mxnovj ; and is a discemcr of the thoughts and 
*' intents of the heart.''^ Thus, Timothy, the first 
bishop of Ephesus, is commended for having devoted 
himself,^ from a child,^ to the study of that sacred book, 
which was able to make him wise unto salvation; and 
the eloquent Apollos was fervent in spirit, and taught 
diligently the things of the Lord, because he was 
mighty in the Scriptures. These are examples which 
the Christian minister of the present day is constantly 
to hold in view, and with assiduous zeal to- emidate. 

2dly. If the priest's lips should keep knowledge, 
that he may effectually discharge the duties of his 
station, he ought to devote a very particular attention, 
so far as he possesses the means of doing it, to the 
writings of the primitive fathers of the Church, the 
immediate successors of the apostles. From these, he 
is to make himself thoroughly acquainted Hath the 
Christian doctrine and discipline, as they were main- 
tained in the first and purest periods of Christianity. 
The safest, the most rational metliod, to understand 
the Holy Scripture, is to cbiisult the general sense of 
the Catholic writers in the ^ tutccOTupted ages of the 
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Church. The current of Cliristianityy flowing and 
descending down to us through a long course of time, 
has been more or less adulterated with foreign mix- 
tures of human invention — ^the nearer we approach to 
the fountain-head, the more pure will the stream be 
found to flow. The practice of the holy fathers, who, 
for the most part, belong^ to the noble army of 
mart3rrs, is certainly the best comment, the surest 
interpretation of the sense and meaning of the sacred 
Scriptures. From this source we obtain a strong con- 
firmation of our £uth, and a sure guide to direct our 
behaviour in the Church ; for they who conversed with 
the inspired aposdes, must certainly be supposed to be 
well acquainted with the mind and will of God. 

Why do we believe the books of the Gospel to be 
the writings of those persona whose names they bear? 
Because they were universally received as such, in the 
first age of the Church, when Christians had the best 
opportunity of ascertaining their authenticity ; and in 
that character they have been transmitted down to us. 

Why do we ChfUtians celebrate our Sabbath on the 
first day of the week, and not on the seventh^ according 
to the original institution, and the invariable practice 
of the Jews? Because it is intimated in the Gospel, 
that the first day of the week, or the Lord's day, was 
set apart and sanctified for religious worship ; and some 
of the lathers, who wrote with'm forty years of the death 
of St John, expressly declare — " That on Sunday, 
*^ because it is the day of our I..ord's resurrection, all 
<* Christians met together in city or country; that the 
<^ writings of the prophets and apostles were then read 
*^ to them ; that they gave alms, united in prayer, 
*^ and received the sacrament ; and that the presiding 
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** clergyman made a sermon to the assembly, to ex- 
'^ hort them to imitate, and perform the thin^ wfaicb 
*< they had heard." 

Why do we receive infant baptism as an ordinance 
of divine appointment ? Because, ^ce St. Paul calls 
baptism the circumcision made without hands, it must 
be concluded, that infants are as well qualified to be 
admitted now into covenant with God by the spiritual, 
as they were before by the carnal circumcision ; and in 
confirmation of this opinion, we find that it was a con- 
stant usage in the purest ages of the Church to baptize 
infants, and sign tliem with the sign of the cross. 

And, lastly, why do wc believe the Episcopal 
government of the Church to rest upon divine authority.^ 
Because, in the Scriptures, the ministers of God's 
word and sacraments are evidently distinguished by 
diflFercnt names and degrees of power ; and, in the 
primitive writers, this distinction of name and o&cc is 
most pointedly marked and clearly ascertained. To 
mention only one instance — St, Ignatius, who was a 
disciple of St. John, a bishop of Antioch, and a martjT 
for the truth, expressly mentions the distinct orders of 
bishop, presbyter, and deacon, no less than sixteen 
times in seven short epistles. I shall, therefore, con- 
clude this head of my discourse, in the language of 
Job — " Inquire, I pray thee, of the former age, and 
" prepare thyself to search of their fathers. For wc 
" are but of yesterday, and know nothing. Shall not 
" they teach thee, and tell thee, and utter words out 
" of their heart?" Thus instructed by the glorious 
company of the apostles, and the noble army of martyrs, 
we shall be steadfast in the true fait h^ and lovers of the 
primitive discipline. We shall stand forth to oppose, 
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in the meekness of wisdom,J the principles which are 
too prevalent in this licentious age, when men would 
sometimes be Christians without baptism, and priests 
of their own ordination; when they would explain 
away all the sublime doctrines of the Trinity, the in- 
carnation of the Son of God, and the atonement which 
he offered for the sins of mankind ; and thus vainly 
attempt to reduce t|ie mysteries of faith down to the 
feeble standard of human reason and comprehension. 

Sdly. In order to inculcate effectually the doctrines 
of the Gospel, and to recommend them to the affections 
of the people, the priest of the Lord should endeavour 
to become acquainted with the complicated system of 
human nature, and with every avenue to the heart of 
man. For consider, to what various inclinations and 
capacities his instructions are to be communicated ; in 
what different situations he mav be called to the ex- 
ercise of his office. The infidel is to be convinced, 
and the enthusiast moderated ; the stej^dfast are to be 
applauded, and the doubtful directed ; the prosperous 
are to be warned, and the afflicted soothed ; the meek 
are to be encouraged with tenderness, and the captious 
and passionate to be treated with discretion. In a 
word, virtue must be so inculcated, as to be rendered 
amiable ; and vice so corrected, that the vicious may 
not be more confirmed in their errors. The wise ob- 
servation of St, Paul is ever to be held in view — 
^' Seeing we have this ministry, as we have received 
" mercy, we faint not ; but have renounced the hidden 
** things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, not 
^* handling the word of God deceitfully, but by mani- 
" festation of the truth, commending ourselves to every 
^* man's conscience, in the sight of God." 
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All the sciences have mutual connexions, aod serve 
to strengthen and support each other, wluchsoever of 
them may chance to takie the lead ; as the rays of the 
sun, when collected and brought all to operate ki one 
direction, act with more intense heat, and with almosi 
irresistible energy. The minister of the Gospd may 
turn every branch of secular knowledge to aid the 
promotion of the Christian religion. From treatises of 
mcMality, from examples recorded in history, and from 
many other sources, he may derive information with 
respect to the complicated movements, and various 
affections of the human mind. Thus instructed, he is 
certainly better qualified to teach, to exhort, to per- 
suade, to manifest the truth in such a manner, as to 
commend himself to every man's conscience, in the 
sight of God. Thus furnished with knowledge, his 
zeal will be tempered with prudence ; his admonitioos 
will be ever suited to the occasion ; and he will con- 
vince the judgment, while he gains the affections of the 
heart. 

In the last place ; if even St. Paul, an inspired 
apostle, and a worker of miracles, found it necessary to 
exclaim — "Who is sufficient for these things!" let 
the Christian minister be deeply impressed with a 
serious sense of his own infirmity ; of the importance 
of his office ; and of the truth and excellency of that 
religion, which it is his duty to explain and inculcate. 
Influenced by such sentiments as these, he will not be 
a novice lifted up with pride ; he will preach the Gos- 
pel with that earnestness which becomes a teacher of 
truth — of that divine truth by which men are made wise 
unto salvation ; and he will be sensible of the necessity 
of requesting continual supplies of heavenly grace, that 



he xMff U imd^ P^ong put gf w^qw^; th9t tine 
MeeHfloojr of ^ pQwcr vauf be of Gcm}, smd PQt oC 
QieiL But howerqf^ bUmUe th«t pn«6t pf tbe Ux4 
iMf be, lot biffii n«vtf dcgrada the ^^tjr <tf Iwc^ 
facttr» by groveUing J9fi^m«nUii or eon^ behaviour : 
let him alw»y» remftoiber, that bf aet9 Dot firpm hia 
own lftit}ioriQfi be k^ iMmiiiwsbned from gqi big^a 
*' he is the Metnenger of the Lord of boitt9«" 

And this 19 tbc wnt atrcuimtBflW wbteb 4^iiarv^ 
Ac coniidM^tiaii of tb0 Chrii3tiw mioiet^, md wbiob 
diduld impN bin» witii fitoRd&^tneis And a hofy con** 
fidence, in tb« exeou^ <tf 1^ impQitmt trust* h^ 
him dedflfe ^ v^a^ eoum^^ifOod; bis {^:eGept$» 

his promises, and his threfdmingB^ Th^ fiptbCul mei* 
teiger ntuit dftUver the mewage, at bf ba9 reoei ved it, 
widioei dintfniitioii or additrai^ He will hereafter be 
Required t6 gHre an account of bis embassy ; whether 
he has mainiained the honour of die Piinee wte> aent 
turn I whflthcr he baa made a fiiUhful repgeaentatfan of 
the terma upon wiueb God wfll be reconciled to hie 
rdieffious oiwturea« And diHibdeaa» the pimtahment 
iflffided^on that measengisr will bedNtdfol^ aevere^ 
*who, through indolence or viciousness, has betnyed 
the tniit that wm reposed in himf has mialod bis 
fidknr-m^, and sacrificed the inters and faonomr uf 
his Lord aod Master. ^ 

If such be dMi diflieuhy anl danger, aa well aa 
Hnportanpe and digni^ of the priestly qffic^s let mt 
conclude with the last thing proposed, which waa to 
lemtnd and odiort the people, gratdulty to receive th« 
message i^ch ia broi^ by the prieat of the Lord, 
and diligent^ to aaek instruction at tua mouth. Hi 
oomes to you with terma of rec0oei£QM0i fipom an 

Vol. IL 50 




394 Jh Ordinaiion Sermon. SemMf S4 

efended God; with precq»ts ci Tirtue and piel^, on 
wiucb the hippkiess of rational creatufea ei^rcijr de^ 
pends; andwid^Aegnicioi»ofieisofetcfiiid8alvalix^ 
WoukF it? notf be foUy and presomption, in the hi^hesl; 
degree, fi> Aspegard the merciful invkations, and td 
desfMse the nndeserved goodness cf Gf)d? He wil 
Hndoubtolljf ^dicate the authoritf of those whom be 
has invested with power to act in his name. The 
ministers of the word are not, indeed, sent to be kids 
over God's heritage ;* but still, they are fns mesaei^crs; 
diey are his officers in the Ghurchv appcMnted to dis- 
pense the means (^ gmce, bjr which the whole body of 
Christians are to be trained op, and prepared for the 
enjoyment of hnmortal glory* <» 

The priest^s Hps should keep knowledge, and the 
people should sed^ the law at his mouth, b ecause k is 
his business, and his alone, to preaeh the Gospd with 
authority, and to administer the holy aaeramcnt& lb 
therefore that despiseth ttie priesthood^ and resolves to 
request no foreign ^d in his progress towards heaven, 
despiseth the ordinance of God, and consequently has 
too much reason to be af^prehensive of the divine dis- 
pleasure. 

Say not, that we magnify our office beyond mea- 
sure. Of ourselves, we are nothing ;^ we have no 
peculiar privileges and powers; but our sufficiency in 
tfie Church of Christ, is altogether from hiniy the great 
Head and Ruler of itr Our authority was impartedfoi 
edification, and not for destruction ; it reaches neither 
to {lerson nor jHDperty, but is entirely of a quritual 
nature ; it is altogether persuasive, and not compul* 
sory. . In the language d[ St. Paul — <^ We are ambas- 
^ ^ors for Christ, as though God did beseech you 
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^ by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye recou- 
' oiled to God» Fdr all tfiings arofor your sakes, that 
^ the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving 
< of many redound to the glory of God. Although 
* we are the ministers of God, yet are we your servants 
' in Christ Jesus." 

In these sentiments, I am persuaded, that I have die 
hearty concurrence of my respected brethren of the 
clergy who now hear me. And on this solemnocca- 
sion ; at this interesting period of your lives, I doubl 
not, but that these important taiths have made a parr 
ticular impre^sioR upon your minds, who are now to 
receive authori^, for the office and work of priests, in 
the Church oi God. My brediren, you are now 
going forth into a refractory and vicbus world, in the 
dignified character of messengers of the Loid of hosts* 
Doubtless, you have seriously considered the mag- 
nitude and difficulty of the task, to the performance of 
which you are most solemnly to be engi^ed. The 
obligations into which you are about to enter, will 
remain ever finesh upon your minds. You will be 
wholesome examples to the flock of Christ You will 
be diligent in reading the Scriptures, and in such 
studies as help to the understanding ci the same; 
ever remembering, that die priest^s lips should keep 
knowledge, or he cannot instruct widi efficacy. You 
wiU be feithful in banishing and driving away erroneous 
and strange doctrines. In a word, you will ^ve all 
diligence, so to minister the doctrine, and sacraments, 
and discipline <^ Christ, as the Lord hath commanded, 
and as this Church, tq wluch we have the happiness to 
belong, hath received the same. And in all your 
ministrations, may die blessing of heaven descend 
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jQjpon you; that yoa tMy bt alcithed widi rigbieocijt- 
iKhte, mid ttiM the wotd «pok^ by ycnir mbute $aay 
iAvt focb frt^eoesn, ^t it nsjr perer be ■pdkff in 

T<^lhe tnetobenof tUi ooogregakkn | /teinwt fa^^ 
bear to express my congratulatipn^^ oa tftc jtWfcitiurt 
jof miochdr mbbto* among y6ii^ of wbgn ]r4io nuiy 
tntentm tlie (deasiiig eiLpeotadon, ifaat he vMl rqaii 
the grkvoips lots which you hare krtcsfy inistuned^ 
My last addrei^ to yoa fiom this t^ape ww^ccasionad 
i)y the aodden and much huomited dei^ of ytnir 
Wdttfay pastor;^ of whom it may be truly aaid^ tbtH 
they who best knew faim^ Imroi and ceapccted lam the 
mtm. Ht now leatB fiom hb JaboUit) atsd #e tmf 
tibctbftately esudaim*-^^ Bleaiad are itm dted, whkb 
i< ^ ill 4|e Lord!'' WUte you lament puit vMoi- 
titties, fbtgec tidi to 1qg4 forward to future bkedng^ ; 
white yoQ chqrish in your boaoms the remembranor of 
Mm who k qow no more^ recollect the daties which 
are due to his aucoeasor. And, I am perfeody per- 
Maded, while ha treads in his predecessOr^a etqpa, yoi^ 
Wffl tiot fail to tnssit lam wkb similar reaped and eatcem. 
V ou ^1 airport him with decency ; viei^ hia whole 
cofttersatiDn whh liberality and dandoor^ and receire 
iffi his ministrations with grathude and derout atten* 
tioa. Thus will he be induced to perform his task 
Urith a joyfvl heairt and a willing mind; and ym wiH 
eontmually grow hi grace and in (he knowlei%e of 
yom* Lord juid 9vrioiu-. In the last da^ of generd 
account, kf wilt be oonsidered as the td^aed instru^ 
^ent of turning many laito righteousneas; and ^ 




fiermon S4# jin Ordination Sermon. 397 

will be rewarded as good and fluthful servants, who not 
cmly knew your Master's will, but also diligently per- 
formed it And let me seriously entreat you all, of 
every rank and denomination, to consider the goodness 
of God in sending, from time to time, labourers into 
his Gospel harvest ; how ^mndantly you are supplied 
with the means of grace ; and how ccmtinually you are 
invited to the practice of virtue and piety, by the 
blessed hope of glory^ The lines have fidlen to you 
in pleasant places; jTea, yoti hate a goodly heritage,. 
The word of the Lord runs, and is glorified; and, with 
the strictest propriety it may he demanded-*-^^ What 
^* more could havp been d(m^ io^ the vineyard of the 
'* Lord of hosts, that hath not been done for it?" Let 

iiemr bi» impressed apoti your minds, that tfie semim 
iritso lttiolilF$ hi9 ittdster's wffl, and does it not, iirltl be 
beaien with ttiany stjlpes^ Brethren^ by devout atten- 
tion to csvely Christian dn^, gjve alldiligeiice to make 
jour caUiog aad election sure ; so shall an entituiee be 
ministered unto you abundatnl^ into the evdriasthig 
)ui)gdom of our Liord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 



SERMON XXXV. 



The Repentant Sinner. 



LUKE XV. 8, 9, 10. 

Either what woinaiii bavipg ten pieces of filler, if the loaeooe 
piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the hooae, and seek 
diligently till she find it? And when she hath found it, she 
calleth her friends and her neighboars together, saying, Rejoice 
with roe ; for I have found the piece which I had lost Lilre- 
wise, I say unto yon, There is joy in the presence of the ugeb 
of God over one sinner that repenteth. 

X HIS familiar, yet instructive parable, is a part cR the 
Gospel for the last Sunday. It was delivered by our 
Lord, in order to correct the asperity of the Pharisees 
and scribes, who murmured against him, because, 
when the publicans and sinners drew near unto him 
for to hear him, he had kindly received and tenderly 
instructed them. Fcx* the more perfect comprdiensiao 
of this passage of sacred Scripture, it may not be un- 
necessary to give you a concise account of the charac- 
ters which are here introduced. 

Not long before the coming of our Lord, the Jews 
liad been entirely subjugated by the Romans, and had 
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become tributaiy to them. Thet/^ who in the Gp0spel 
are denominated publicans^ were the persons employed 
to levy die taxes. This employment was attended with 
great temptations. It was in itself an odious business 
to the Jews, who with great reluctance submitted to 
the smallest impositions of 'a fore^ power ; and the ^ 

publicans rendoied it still more disagreeaUe by the 
onanner in which they executed thck office. They too 
okcn pushed matters to extremities ; were rigorous in 
the discharge of their duty ; frequently exacted more 
than was due ; and enriched themselves by the spoils 
of the people. Hence, Ihb class of men became the 
objects of universal hatred ; and hence, they were com- 
monly ranked with the vilest sinners. But, although 
they were in general bad men, some among them were 
of a di&rent character. Zaccheus was a person of 
great probity, charity, and piety ; and, we may sup- 
pose, that Matthew the EvangeUst resembled him, 
who was sitting as a puUican at the receipt of custom, 
when he was called by Jesus to become one of his 
disciples. The FhariseeSy you know, were a sect of 
the Jews, zealous of the traditions of the dders, ex- 
tremely attentive to the ceremonial parts of the law, 
consjHcuous for their outward austerity ; but, at the 
same time, were corrupt in their manners, hypocritical, 
covetous, and proud. 

By the term scribesy the Evangelists do not mean to 
designate any particular sect; but they were called so 
from their original office, which was to transcribe the 
«acrcd Scriptures. When Ezra, after the Babylonish 
captivity, m^de his fiunous reformation in religion, and 
settied the canon d Scripture, he was assisted by a 
number of writers; and he ordered matters, so, that 
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(hcf and thdr watc^sn&aei wcw f henccfertli mtifkffei 
in mu)tipiyiiigtb6oopie»ofUMrt«criC)dvohi^ Tfom 
Hemg tlMis <Sonrersaitt with the Holy J toiytug c a, t^jr 
acquired a smgidar knowkdgr of tbenif cjrpsunM 
them to the peofde, obtiined the title of tmiM% aid 
were eon^idtuod oo all diflfccult points of fidtk Hmcr^ 
iheyaite said bjr our Lord, to atinthrchai^of Mqks; 
and hence also, an able imnister of the New Teslunent 
IS called a Mcrihe instrticted unto the kingdom cf hitmen. 
h, » probable, that some of them were attacfaod to one 
aect» and some to another. In die Aeis of the Apos- 
tles, we read of the ^ scribes that were of the se^ of 
^^ the Pharisees i^* hence we hosve reason to Gonctnde, 
diat some of them belonged to that of the SmMht^s 
also. Their riees are reproved by our Lord wiA great 
severity, in many of his discourses to the people. 
What effirct his discourse, delivered at this time, hnj 
on them, we are not informed. But, surel)^, we can- 
not attend to the conclusion of it, without ti^periencing 
an elevation of soul to the blessed sdx)des of angds; 

^: an union of sentiment with those benevolent and ex* 

aked spirits. See the merciful Saviour of sinners 
seeking by his admonitions and precepts, and saving 
by his meritorious death and passion dioae who were 
lost. Hear liim affectionately declaring to ii% tiiat our 
salvation is a matter in which all the hosts of heaven 

\ nre concerned ; that diere is joy in the presence of the 

angels of God over even one sinner that repeiy(edu 
And can we forbear to exclaim with lu^ wooder and 
^titude— •" Ve benevolent spirits who cnobde die 
'^ throne of the Most Highest, dwdlii^ in Iho perfec- 
^ tion <tf felicity and ^ory; are tfe dios ten(My 
*< eoQoemed fbr the welEafe of mast Does tfie ft* 
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^^taterf ofa sinfid linartal fix>m the error of hb ways, 
'* he%fateflilitef JQJTykfidghrenewfifetodier&pti^ 
«^ of heattn itttolf ?. In what an importknt point of view 
^ does tins considerdtSic^ place the human race t How 
^ speedBf ought tyetj sinner to turn unto Gcd bjr 
*^ stficeric* rfepeiitancfe \ How emulons ought all Chris- 
'^ tians to be of this tmbotmded bertevoknce of the 
^ tfftgdic host, bjr endeavouring to prbmote die virtue, 
'^ dtid by rqoiciflg hi the happiness of each odler)'' 

The ^itd Sciiptores a^rd as th6 most subfime 
nepre^Mtadotis of the power and majesty of God. 
He sits endiroHAl amidst niyriads of hiteHigent crta- 
iatie^, who all adore him as dW universal P^orent; as 
dier cidmmdn Creator fahd Lord. Some are admitted 
to ainrearer view of\Ai iheffikble greatness and glory; 
and S6me it ^ greatef distance C6nfbss his wisdom and 
gobdness. £vdn ih this ttta^ situation, in tills litde 
bdrdom df the universe, to tmn also h is ^ven to 
xnotir Cbdi sind Ms voice must join die tmiversd 
chcmis of rationat lidngs, in: ascribing unto him who 
^dh on the thi«he, gldty and honofdr, majesty and 
dbtnlhidii. tins hoiioimible employrtiem is, mord par- 
tictdiuly th^ businesis of m Chrisikms. tV^e are said 
to have come to an Innumerable company cX angels, 
by Virtue of dor high (idling in Christ JesUs; and of 
hm the whole fkmily in heaven and earth is named. 
The lAgeb, we are taught, rej6ioe in mit" ^ejkntancei, 
gdodn<^, and felicity; and we are comrtianded to 
emulate thdr purity, and 2eal, and activity ; to do th« 
will df Cod on eardi, as it is done by diem in heaven. 

fit order to appkehettd die full force of die wt>rds of 

the text, if wUl b« nec^ss^ to ebnsider ^ oco^ioh 
bn^difebttiejr we^ delivewd. In die beginning of 

Vol. n. 51 
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tbe chapter, the Evangelist infimns^ us— ^Tliat tlie 
^ publicans and sinners drew near unto Jesus fix to 
*} bearhinu" They were graciously pecdved; fivAe, 
who was a Teacher sent from God,, never refused to 
commuiucate religious instructioa to any peraoos who 
were de^sous o£ recdving it. Tbe proud Pharisees 
BHirmured at what they deemed an unbeooming con* 
descenaon in one who claimed the authority of a 
divine Prophets To correct their unreasonable pre- 
judice aqd pridcy our Lord immediately addresses 
them in two striking; parables;, in one of which, be 
represents the converaon of a sbner fiouLthe error of 
his ways^ under the imagp of ai shqpherd recovering 
one of bis sbeqp wbicdi had strayed from the fold; in 
the other^tfae same sentime&t is delivered byaqalhiaoa 
to a woman, who having ten ]^ece$. of silver, and lose- 
ing one, seeks diligiently till she find that wluch was 
lost. The former parabtle,. our Lord concludes with 
this declaration — ^^ 1 say unto you, that joy shall be ia 
<« heaven over one anner that rq^teA, more than 
^ over ninety and nine just persons which need no 
<< repentance v" and he impresses the latter upon the 
minds of his audience hf ccHicluding. it in tbe wordsof 
the text — ** There is joy in the presence of the angeb 
" of God over one sinner that rejpentetlu'^ As benevo- 
lent friends and neighbours came with their kind con* 
gratulations to the man who recovered one of his flocdc 
which had strayed away, and to the woman who found 
the money which she had lost ; so the conqpassionate 
angels of heaven rejoice at the restoration even of one 
•sinner. And if this be a matter of such higb import- 
ance ;. if eveu the inhabitants of heaven, be affected by 
such transactions on earth; shall the haughty and imr 
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penitent Pharisees presume to censure "die Saviour of 
the worid foe receiving these lost publicans and dnners, 
aiid endeavouring to recfadmtiiem to the love of virtue 
and true r^^on ? 

In dns passage of sacred Scripture sevend difficuldes 
occur, which it may be necessaiy to remove, befone 
we proceed to draw from it any practical improvement. 
It may be objected — ^^ Is'it not unreaisonable to imagine 
^* diat die Messed inhabitants of heavqn can be so far 
^ in terested in the afl&irs of men, as to be affisctcd with 
^' joy on the restoration of a wicked man to the love 
" and practice of Ms duty ?*• 

We have no knowledge of diose exalted spiritual 
beings who inhabit another world, but what is derived 
from die word (rf* God ; and here, dieir existence, and 
didr benevolent intercourse with maiikind are most 
expressly and repeatedly declared. Every reflecting 
person m%ht rationally conclude, that diere are many 
other intelligent creatures, of various ranks and d^rees 
of perfection, existing between the great Supreme and 
us, the inhabitants <^ thb lower worid — ^thoe conclu- 
sions of human reason have been entirdy confirmed 
by the declarations <f Holy Scripture. It wiH be 
needless to adduce particular passages. They are 
univenaBy represented as miiusterii^ spirits sent forth 
to numster to the heirs of glory ; and we are informed, 
diat diey have been fiequendy despatched on benevo- 
lent embasms to man. Gabrid was sent to make 
Daniel undo'stand the viaon which had been revealed 
to inm ; and die same mimstering sfnrit came to Za- 
charias to foretell the birth of John the Baptist; andtp 
the blessed Virgin Mary, to announce the conception 
and nativity of a Son and a Savbur, who is Christ the 
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Lord. How they perceive, and 1uk>w, dpd 
catc mteUigeoce to each other^ we are not, id our 
present imperfect state; able to e^Lplaaa. But, ^ 
they stiU tsike an bterest in the ooacems of men, oik 
Lord expressly assures us id the text( and St. Paul, in 
his directions to the Church at Corinth, iuuals upon a 
reverent behaviour in Chrisiianst during the time oC 
public wordiip, *' Ucaiue of the angel^^ — because 
those holy and devout spirit^ are supposed to b^ more 
particulvly preseot in the assemblies of worshipping 

It may be again loquired-^^^ Why should there be 
^^ more joy among the inhabitants of heaven ow^ one 
^^ sinner tliat rq>enteth, than over ninety awd nine just 
^^ persons which need no repentance? Surely, to the 
^^ lovers of virtue ^nd piety, the persevering goodness 
'^ of so great a number ought to be a matter of more 
'^ joy and exultation, than the recovery of one vicious 
^' man from a state of wickedness." 

Our Lord, in the parable before us, represents divkie 
things under allusions to the manners of m^ aod the 
modes in which the affections of the humao heart com- 
nvE>nly exart thi^mselves. His iotention wais to set the 
convey-sion of a sinner^ the recovery of an iapncrtal 
soul from wickedness and misery, in the most strikii^ 
point of light. Now, universal expeiience teaches 
us, that the human heart is mud) more elated with joy 
on obtaining what we have long d^^ired, or recovering 
what was supposed to be irretrievably lost, than m the 
quiet and uninterrupted possession of what is equally 
valuable, and wliat in reality we hdd equally dear* 
The affectionate parent experiences a transport on 
account of the recoveiy of one child froip fi dangerous 
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illmsi^ wlucb the uniaterrupted health of many other 
chiidren cannot convey. In the one ca^e, the mind b 
tianqiul, and i;€ats in quiet possession of the blessing i 
in the other, its fears are removed, and its hopes gm^S* 
cd: in the one case, there is indeed the actual posses* 
sion of pleasure; in the otheri this pleasure is hag^l- 
ened by recent deliverance from exquisite pain. And 
if the benevolent angels are coacemed for ihe felicity of 
man, may we not suppose that they expetience aome 
svch soMrtioiis as these, when they behold a wretched 
sinoar risip^ from the pollutions of vice, and thm 
escapii^ from misery and death eternal ? 

A question may once miore arise— *^ What are we to 
^ imderstand by the ninety and nine just perscms which 
^' need no repeniance? Do we not all offend seven 
'^ times in a day? Are not the mosi righteous in 
^* mMfiy respects <ai}pfi^le? Is not repentance con^ 
^^ timiaUy ^eaeseary? and oug^it they not to heg^ 
^^ tiieir devotions, both public and private, wMh canfis- 
** 89^ qfiheir ms?^^ 

It is true, when the Lord looketh down from heaven, 
wd bpboUs the children of men, there b none perfixdy 
iiino9aitf^mlofi& But still, there is a vast distinct 
tiion between 4ie ungodly and the iqpright man. The 
one woffcfitti all mwmer of wickedness with greediness; 
it is the ainoore desire of the other to subdue the power 
of ffior and vice ; to grow in gmce ; to be continually 
advancing towards the gi^eat standard of all moral per* 
feotion. Now, although the sun who is hahitinlly 
vpiigfat and pious will constantly cherish a penitait 
frame of mind^ /ns repeniance must be very different 
from that <>f thf}fNPQfligate sinner who is just beginning 
|o twn from 4Mr eiwr of his ways. The^mrrhas 
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only to entreat the compassion and forgiveness of God 
through Jesus Christ, for inadTertent errors and umn- 
tentional faults : but, with reject to die sinner^ there 
must be a total change of his princifdes, lus dispon- 
tions, and lus practices : and thb was nndoobtedljr 
the distincticxi which our Lord had in view, when ht 
speaks of the repenting sinner, and of the just peraoo 
who needeth no repentance. 

Having thus removed the ^fficulties which seemed 
to Me in our way; let us proceed to draw some 
prKtical inq^rovement from this portion of Hdly Scrip- 
ture. 

And, 1st We have reason to remaik, how deplor- 
aUe b the depravi^, how obstinate the stupidity of 
mai^ proffigate sinners, who can persist in their wicked < 
nessi noCwidistanding all the methods whidi are em- 
pkiyed by a merciful God to redium them to virtue 
and piety. The eternal Son divested Idmsdf of his 
cdestml majesty and glory ; assumed our nature ni the 
degraded form of a servant ; with infinite condescen- 
Axi instructed the vilest publicans and anners; sub- 
jected himself to die scofl^ and murmtuings, and 
cruel persecutions of the perverse and hypocritical 
Pharisees; and at length became obedient unto the 
death of the cross. And why was all tlus degradation 
and misery endured? It was to bring sinners to 
amendment of life — that repentance and remission of 
sin m%ht be preached in his name to all die people. 

The blessed angds who surround the throne of die 
Majesty on high ; who drink at the feuntain-head of 
that fulness of joy, of those rivers of pleasure which 
e\'er flow at the right hand Of Otfi ' Even these 
benevolent, spirits^ who are so esalted and so happy , 
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are neverthdess concerned for the welfare of us, miser* 
aUe sinneis. At the nativity of our Redeemer^ they 
descended with soi^ of congratulation, procl^ming 
peace upon earth, and good-will towards men. And 
even now, tb^ rejoice at the conversion of a wicked 
man; who^ having been dead in trespasses and ^ns, 
determinea to save his soul alive, by turning away 
from his wickedness and doing that which is lawful 
andri^it 

And cm the sinner withstand all these powcrfiil 
motives to reformation of manners? Will the drunkard 
penust in his intemperance, the swearer in his bte^- 
phemiesy the cheat in his dishonesty; when the Son of 
God suilered and <Ued to reckam diem; and when the 
gkxious host of angels, the heavens and all the powefs 
therein, would rejoice at thdr conversion? Let them 
not be so lost to every generous sentiment of gnititude 
and divine emulation. But, if these more liberal mo- 
tives cannot prevail,, let them at least reflect, that there 
are malignant qpirita standing ready to seize, them; 
that they who reject the felicity pf heaven, the society 
qf that blessed (dace, must go to the abodes of msetj 
prq»red for the devil and his angels. • . . 

2dly» Hence we may learn to cultivate a spirit of 
tender sympathy for tlie distresses of each other ; an 
ardent de^e to promote the happiness of all mankind. 
Although fixed for a short season in this remote place 
of our earthly pilgrimage, we are not unconnected with 
other beings. . We are associated with the qpirits (^ 
just men made perfect, with an inimmerable company 
of angels, and with Jesus the Mediator of the new 
covenant* .We are objects of such importance as to 
awaken the benevolqit regards of the inhabitants of 
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vail in this region of vanity, this vale of tears, let us 
lift up our eyes to the heavens, to those blessed man- 
sions inhabited by pure spirits, who know neither sin 
nor sorrow. Let us listen with the rapt apostle to the 
voice of many angels who stand round about the throne 
of God. The number of them b ten thousand times 
ten thousand, and thousands of thousands ; and their 
song is on that subject, in which we ought to join with 
the ttttaiost power of oiu* souls; for they sing — 
<< Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
" and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
^^ and glory, and blessing*'* Their virtue shines in 
her full lustre : there is no vice, no disorder, no misery : 
there, the kingdom of God appears in the perfection of 
glcxy. To the glorious company of the apostles, to 
the goody fellowship of the prc^hets, to the noble 
army of martyrs, to the angels who cry aloud in strains 
of enraptured adoration and praise, to the heavens and 
all the powers diat are therein, we frail children of the 
dust are invited to aspire — with united voices they 
seem to say — "Com/e up hither I'* Let the sinner 
repent and live. Let the good man renew his zeal and 
activity. Let us, with the holy martyr Stephen, see 
the heavens opened ; and surely we shall be impelled 
to cxdaim— " Lend your wings ! that we may mount, 
•* that we may fly ; for our souls liave a longing de- 
^ ^ire to enter into the courts of the Lord." 
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